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CERTIFIED NATIVE HABITAT 
SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
 
Use this checklist to help prepare your garden for the Wild Ones Certified Native Habitat Program. Your garden doesn’t have to be perfect, just intentional, ecological, and moving toward greater biodiversity.

Membership
☐ I am a current Wild Ones member.
☐ I still need to become a Wild Ones member. Visit https://join.wildones.org/
To complete the application, you will need to be logged into your Wild Ones membership account. 

Native Plant Composition
☐ My habitat includes or is working toward at least 75% native plant species by species count (not biomass or square footage).
My native plants are:
☐ Indigenous to my EPA Level III or IV ecoregion
☐ Identified at the species level (not just genus)
☐ Preferably straight species (not cultivars or hybrids)
☐ Sourced from local genotype seed or stock, when possible

Wildlife and Pollinator Support
My habitat includes:
☐ At least 3 native host plants (for butterflies, bees, etc.)
☐ At least 3 native food plants (nectar, seeds, berries)
☐ Structural habitat features, such as:
· Logs or brush piles
· Bare soil or sand
· Leaf litter
· Water source (e.g. bird bath or rain garden)

Regenerative Gardening Practices
I use at least 3 of the following:
☐ Avoid synthetic fertilizers and pesticides
☐ Leave leaf litter and stems in fall/winter
☐ Compost on-site
☐ Remove invasive species
☐ Harvest rainwater or reduce stormwater runoff

Application Prep
I am ready to submit:
☐ A list of native plants in my garden (with species names if possible)
☐ A short description of my garden and its evolution
☐ At least one photo of my garden
☐ A $50 certification fee (includes garden sign)

Ready to apply?
Visit https://wildones.org/cnhp/ to certify your habitat and become part of the movement.



Certified Native Habitat Application Worksheet
Use this worksheet to gather your information before completing the online certification form at https://wildones.org/cnhp/. This worksheet is for preparation only. It does not submit your certification, and we are unable to certify habitats by mail.
1. Registrant Information
Name (this prints on your certificate): 
Email:
Wild Ones Member Type: 	Household 	Lifetime 	Business	 Non-Profit/Affiliate
Wild Ones Member ID: 
Chapter:
Mailing Address (we’ll ship your sign here):

2. Site Information
Garden Name (this prints on your certificate): 
Garden Address (if different than mailing address):  

Year of First Planting:  
Location Type: ☐ Residence ☐ Business ☐ School ☐ Community site ☐ Other
Setting: ☐ Urban ☐ Suburban ☐ Rural
Garden Size (in sq feet): 
Tell your garden’s story (Help us understand your garden’s evolution story (inspiration, struggles with neighbors/HOA, site challenges, barriers etc.):

3. Native Plant Inventory
Approximate % native species:
Vegetative Layers Present (check all that apply):
☐ Canopy ☐ Shrub/Understory ☐ Herbaceous ☐ Groundcover ☐ Leaf litter/woody debris
Plant List: Attach a plant list or write out a representative list of the native plants in your garden. 
How do you select and source your native plants?

4. Wildlife and Pollinator Habitat
Are there specific plants in your garden that are known to be host plants for local insects and pollinators? 
Does your garden include native plants that provide food sources (like berries, nuts, nectar) for local wildlife? 
Are there non-plant habitat features in your garden that cater to different insect and wildlife species? 
Are there any specific wildlife species you hope to attract? Any exciting visitors?

5. Regenerative Practices
Select all that apply:
☐ Avoid synthetic fertilizers and pesticides
☐ Remove invasive plants
☐ Leave the leaves
☐ Delay cleanup until spring
☐ Compost on site
☐ Harvest rainwater
☐ Other: _____________________________

6. Photos and Documentation
Prepare at least one recent photo of your garden (and optional “before” photo).
☐ Garden photo attached
☐ Optional “before” photo
☐ Optional “digging in the dirt” photo
Attestation
By submitting the required photo documentation of your garden, you give Wild Ones permission to reproduce, display, and distribute the photos and to use your name, in print and electronically, in any media, publications, and platforms, for the time, duration, and educational, advocacy, promotional purposes chosen by Wild Ones, and in connection with Wild Ones collaborations, partnerships, activities, and ventures with third parties (“Wild Ones Partners”), as determined solely by Wild Ones, without your inspection or approval, including cropping the reproductions and sizing the displays. You do not expect any compensation from Wild Ones.

Is there anything else you would like to add or any feedback on the certification process you would like to share?
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