
By Darrel Morrison, FASLA and former Wild Ones national Honorary Director

Prospective New York University students, their parents, and thousands 
of people every day are being introduced to a group of native plants that

inhabited Manhattan, New York, over four hundred years ago, when Henry Hudson first
came to the region.

This has happened in a 2200-square-foot space between the main Library of New York
University and the University Visitor Center, on West Fourth Street, just across the street
from Washington Square Park. Originally conceived by George Reis, Gardens Director
for New York University (NYU), the garden was selected by the graduating Class of
2008, as a gift to the University. 

Subsequently, George contacted me to see if I would be interested in designing the garden
as a vignette of pre-settlement Manhattan. I jumped at the opportunity, since it had the
potential of giving literally thousands of people every day a taste of the biodiversity that
had occupied this part of Manhattan at an earlier time. I also relished the opportunity to
demonstrate the resilience of native plants even now in a highly urbanized environment.

The site is a broad 
north-south passageway,
situated between a 

high-rise building to the east and the
Bobst Library on the west. Hence, it 

is shaded until mid-morning,
and again from mid-afternoon
onward. Yet, at mid-day, there is
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N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

larger donations are more effective with
“the few” than when I was giving a few
dollars to “the many” organizations. I
believe you will feel the same way should
you decide to use this principle. Following
my donation to my church, Wild Ones is 
at the top of my short list of organizations
that I have chosen. I am willing to invest in
Wild Ones’ future with my contributions.

Wild Ones has reached a point where 
our work is being recognized by other
organizations that are concerned about 
the environment. Additionally, we are very
close to having 4000 members. We’ve
recently passed our first audit with good
news. And, we’ve received our first large
bequest which has prompted our
completion of our first real strategic plan.
Wild Ones is growing and I want to be
able to say I was a part of that growth.

If you have been giving to many, maybe it
is time for you too to apply the “doing for
one” principle. Simplify your giving and
make your donations more effective—
make your contribution to Wild Ones and
its annual appeal one of the selected few
organizations you support. I promise you,
you will not be disappointed in us. V

Do for One What You Wish 
You Could Do For Many

– Revisited –
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Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices to preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration, and establishment of native plant communities.  Wild Ones is a not-
for-profit, environmental education and advocacy organization.

In the last issue of the 2013 WILDONES
JOURNAL, I wrote about the “doing 

well for one what you wish you could 
do for many” principle. That is, choose 
one or two organizations to devote your
contributions of time and talents, and
monetary donations. After that article was
published, several people made it a point
to tell me that they followed my advice and
they are happier with how they donate.

For those of you who did not read the
article, the principle says that rather 
than trying to donate a little to many
organizations, your support is more
effective when you give larger sums to
fewer organizations. So instead of sending
$10 to each of 20 organizations, it is better
to give $100 to each of two organizations.

I continue to apply the “doing for one”
principle. In choosing those organizations,
I consider what they do, how well they
spend their money and how important
their missions are to me. That narrows 
the choices to a select few. I consider my
donation an investment in their mission.

I am more selective of where I donate, 
and thereby have a larger impact. My
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After the Celebration, back to work

Now that our Annual Conference and
35th Anniversary Celebration are

over, we have had to get back to concentrating
on the business of running the Wild Ones
organization. We just finished our first audit ever
with good results, I’m pleased to say. This past
year the Board decided that we should
conduct an audit and just in time. We
received a large bequest last year from one of
our members which made it necessary for us
to submit our annual report to the State of
Wisconsin with a formal financial review.
When contributions to a not-for-profit
organization exceeds $200,000, a financial
review is required. When we add all
membership dues, all the chapters’ fundraising
efforts and Elmer’s bequest, together for
2013 our contributions exceed $200,000. 

Planning for next year’s budget is next on
our agenda. This should be an interesting
process since our Strategic Plan will be
finalized at the same time, and we’ll be
looking at developing a new program that
involves our business and affiliate members. 

Speaking of the Strategic Plan, this is a good
time to be planning for Wild Ones future.
Finally, with the emphasis being placed on
monarchs and the rest of the pollinators by
the federal government, we are seeing
people becoming more aware of our bugs
and what they need for their survival. We
know our native bugs need native plants, so the
goal has come full circle back to Wild Ones.

This is the best place we’ve been since our inception.

“Hometown Habitats”

Donations toward Catherine
Zimmerman’s new film have continued 
to come in from our chapters and a few of
our members. To-date total donations are
at $5,910. This surpasses Wild Ones’ goal 
of $5000 to earn a spot in the credits! 
To find out more about Catherine’s film
“Hometown Habitats,” go to http://the
meadowproject.com/ but do send your
donations to Wild Ones so that we as a
whole receive the credit. 

Thank you

This is the time of the year we include our
annual Thank You insert in the Journal.
Besides thanking you for your generosity
to last year’s annual appeal, I want also 
to extend my thanks for your continued
support of Wild Ones. The growth in
membership totals we have experienced this
year could only have been accomplished
with your personal investment in the future
of the natural landscaping movement. You
are to be commended, not for only your
financial support, but for the time you take 
to talk to others about your concern for the
future of our environment and what we
can all do about it.

Honorary Directors

Every other year the national Board elects
new honorary directors for Wild Ones. This
year we will be adding four new directors. If
you have someone you’d like to nominate,
please contact honorcommchair@wildones.
org and let Denise Gehring know. Recognition
of a Wild Ones Honorary Director is awarded
to a well-respected environmental leader who
supports the Wild One mission, vision, and
values through his or her work. For guidelines
go to http://www.wildones.org/14-honorary-
directors/ 

One last comment. You’ll read elsewhere
in this issue that Wild Ones Honorary
Director Tom Barnes has passed away. 
We were fortunate to
have been able to
meet him at our
annual conference
this year. He was a
dedicated soul and 
a generous human
being. He will be
missed.   V
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Joanna Kirby, President of the
Garden Club of Kentucky,
attended our recent Wild Ones
Annual Conference and 35th
Anniversary Celebration. Joanna,
who is also a Wild Ones member,
has as her special project
registering Monarch Waystations
during her two year (2013-2015)
term as President of The Garden
Club of Kentucky. Linda Porter
who is very active in the Wild
Ones Lexington Chapter has
functioned as the Chair of
Joanna’s Monarch Waystation
Project. It was inspiring to know
that they are planning to work

with over 1500 Club
members across the
state, extension services
and the Kentucky State
Park system (49 parks).
They have already seen
an increase in the
number of certified
waystations, from 36 last
spring, to the present
number of 190. I am
thrilled and amazed at
the response that this
has generated across 
the state.

Dear Donna,

At long last here is my big thank you for your great Wild Ones
meeting earlier this summer. We had a wonderful time at the
WILD Center seeing the restored prairie, counting the
monarchs flying about, meeting fellow native plant supporters,
and of course meeting and hearing Chip Taylor.

I am a ‘ newbie‘ (2 years) with Wild Ones but I am so glad to
have become a member. I have learned a great deal from our
Lexington, KY Chapter and our partnership with them for
Monarch Waystations has been very rewarding. Again, thank
you for all your dedication.

Joanna Kirby, President, The Garden Club of Kentucky Inc.

http://themeadowproject.com/
http://www.wildones.org/14-honorary-directors/
mailto:honorcommchair@wildones.org


intense sunlight. Adding to the shade, there were six non-native littleleaf linden trees at
the north end of the garden, which cast very deep shade. While I proposed replacing the
littleleaf lindens with native species, that action was deemed too bold, in view of the
public relations fallout of removing ANY tree in New York City. 

The plan that evolved was based in part on plant lists in the book, Manahatta: A Natural
History of New York City by Eric W. Sanderson. Sanderson worked for a decade in
researching the book, going back to the time when the native Lenape inhabited the
island they called Manahatta, the home of 55 different ecosystems, “an example of the
abundance and diversity of nature undiminished by the human footprint”. Another very
useful reference in the selection of plant species for this garden is the book, A Guide to
Native Plants of the New York City Region by Margaret B. Gargiullo, published in 2007. 

My design incorporated shadblow (Amelanchier canadensis) trees, as well as “directional
drifts” of herbaceous plant species; mainly woodland species which I believed would
tolerate the varying light levels of the site. They ranged from sedges such as Carex
pensylvanica, Carex eburnea, and Carex albursina; to the shade-tolerant hair grass, Deschampsia
flexuosa; and an array of native ferns and wildflowers (see plant list below). A total of 1850
plants were planted in this 2200 square foot space,with an average spacing of 12”. Hence
there was little open space remaining. The plants in the deeply shaded area beneath the
littleleaf lindens initially struggled. Then, in 2012, a utility construction project required
the removal of four of the trees, followed by a re-planting of the northern portion of the
garden. At that point, I introduced a drift of seven musclewood (Carpinus caroliniana) trees,
which are much friendlier to the underlying ground layer species than the lindens were.
Musclewood was believed to have existed in this very block when Hudson arrived.

Many of the herbaceous plants for the garden were propagated by the Greenbelt Native
Plant Center, a wonderful native plant nursery operated by the New York City Parks and
Recreation Department, with all local ecotypes of literally hundreds of native New York
plant species. 

The planting all occurs in pre-existing raised planting beds, ranging from eight feet wide
to twenty-five feet wide. The soil was amended with the addition of topsoil, sand and
leaf compost. Topographic variation was created, with slight ridges and swales running in
a northwest-southeast direction in the wider sections of the garden, creating a variety of
micro-habitats. Because of the shade on the site and the close spacing of the plants, there
has not been a major problem with agronomic annual weeds. There has been a bigger
problem with litter in the garden, especially in its earlier years. 

The garden has come into its own during 2013 and 2014. The annual sequence of bloom
begins with the abundant flowering of wild geranium, woods phlox and columbine at
NYU graduation time, and continues into September and October when students return

to the campus, with the flowering of blue-stemmed
goldenrod and white wood aster. 

I have no illusions of this garden’s being a
“restoration” of pre-settlement Manhattan. Instead,
it is a garden, a capsulized, stylized version of a New
York native forest. The density of plants is greater
than one would typically find in a natural stand. The
drifting pattern is, however, akin to natural drifts I
have seen in naturally-evolving forests. Just as there
is continual and on-going change in nature, there
will be changes in the distribution patterns in this
garden. I will not feel bad if the “design” becomes
less obvious over time, as plants migrate and
compete for resources. Most of all, I am grateful that
George Reis had the foresight to bring this garden
into being, and that as a result, many people are

becoming more aware of the beauty and ecological fitness of native plant species in the
heart of a very urban area.   V

Native Plants Re-inhabiting Manhattan continued from front page
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PLANT LIST: 
NATIVE WOODLAND GARDEN, 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
“+” next to the name indicates 
particularly successful species, 

based on non-quantified observations

TREES/SHRUBS
Amelanchier canadensis (shadbush) +
Carpinus caroliniana (musclewood) +

GRAMINOIDS
Carex albursina (white bear sedge)
Carex eburnea (bristle-leaf sedge)
Carex pensylvanica (Pennsylvania sedge) +
Deschampsia flexuosa (common hairgrass)
Juncus tenuis (pathrush) +

FERNS
Dennstaedtia punctilobula (hayscented fern) +
Osmunda claytoniana (interrupted fern) +
Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas fern) +
Thelypteris noveboracensis (New York Fern)

FORBS
Anemonella thalictroides (anemone)
Aquilegia canadensis (wild columbine) +
Aralia nudicaulis (wild sarsaparilla)
Asarum canadense (wild ginger) +
Aster divaricata (white wood aster) +
Caulophyllum thalictroides (blue cohosh)
Cimicifuga racemosa (black snakeroot) +
Dicentra cucullaria (Dutchman’s breeches)
Geranium maculatum (wild geranium) +
Lilium superbum (Turk’s cap lily)
Maianthemum canadense (wild lily-of-the-valley)
Mitchella repens (partridgeberry)
Phlox divaricata
(blue phlox) +

Podophyllum peltatum
(mayapple) +

Polygonatum biflorum
(Solomon’s seal) +

Sanguinaria canadensis
(bloodroot) +

Sisyrinchium
angustifolium
(blue-eyed grass)

Smilacina racemosa
(false Solomon’s seal)

Solidago caesia (blue-
stemmed goldenrod) +

Thalictrum dioicum (early meadow rue) +
Tiarella cordifolia (foam flower)
Tradescantia ohioensis (spiderwort)
Viola sororia (common violet)
Viola pubescens (yellow forest violet)

Native ferns growing in an alley in Manhattan N.Y.
PHOTO: Darrel Morrison



 
  

Calvin Ernst of 
Ernst Conservation Seeds
Receives Lifetime Awards

Meadville, PA – October 23, 2014
Calvin Ernst, founder and president of
Ernst Conservation Seeds, was recently
honored for a lifetime of contributions to
the native seed industry by the Atlantic
Seed Association (ASA) and Penn State
University during separate events. Cited

were Ernst’s fifty-plus 
years of innovative and
entrepreneurial spirit with
regards to agribusiness, 
his success producing and
selling plant seeds into 

new markets, and his
company’s commitment to

collecting and propagating native plant
species that benefit the ecological function
of the areas in which they are used.

Founded by Calvin Ernst in 1964, Ernst
Conservation Seeds grows, processes 
and sells over 400 species of native and
naturalized seeds and live plant materials
to conservation organizations, landscape
architects, reclamation/restoration
contractors, government agencies and

private landowners throughout the United
States and abroad.

Ernst Conservation Seeds is a Wild Ones
Partner-at-large Business member and a
Journal Advertiser. They have also been a
frequent Wild Ones Seeds for Education
nursery partner. Congratulations Calvin!

Wild Ones Honorary Director 
Dr. Tom Barnes Dies at 56 

Naturalist Thomas G. Barnes, 56, a
University of Kentucky professor with an
uncommon devotion to documenting and
championing the preservation of the state’s
flora and fauna, died Sunday morning,
October 12, 2014 at his home in Barbourville.

Mr. Barnes, the state extension wildlife
specialist and a full professor in the UK
Department of Forestry, was the author 
of a number of books on the state’s natural
gems, a self-taught photographer and a
conservationist who sounded the alarm
that, without protection, Kentucky could
lose some of its rarest wildlife treasures.

"I don’t think people realize what we have
here, how precious it is and how it’s not a
given it will stay that way,” Mr. Barnes said
in a 2002 about Kentucky’s Last Great Places,

a coffee table book for which he drove
20,000 miles, crisscrossing the state to
photograph hidden destinations.

Other works included Gardening for the
Birds, How to Find and Photograph Kentucky
Wildflowers and Wildflowers and Ferns of
Kentucky, a field guide he co-authored with
S. Wilson Francis.

His latest book was this summer’s Kentucky,
Naturally: The Kentucky Heritage Land
Conservation Fund at Work, and he had
been working on a book about waterfalls
that has not yet been released.

Mr. Barnes described himself as an
optimist, but he lamented the destructive
nature of practices such as surface mining
and development.

Mr. Barnes, who grew up in Conde, S.D.,
earned a doctorate from Texas A&M and
came to the University of Kentucky fresh
from graduate school. As an extension
professor, he conducted research on using
herbicides to restore native grasslands,
developed wildlife programs for the
extension service and gave frequent
educational talks. He published scores of
research papers, extension publications
and magazine articles.   V
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S T E W A R D S  O F  T H E  L A N D



For 15 years I have been propagating wildflowers in containers
by the thousands: for seed production, for gardening, and for
Wild Ones Mid Missouri Chapter fundraising. For several

years I have been giving propagation workshops. I think I have a
pretty good idea of how to do it now. I understand there are a few
newcomers to the idea of native plant gardening from seed. And
there are some more experienced folks who want to use their
seeds more efficiently to grow container plants for friends, school
projects, or Wild Ones chapter fund raisers. I find I really like
knowing the provenance and genotype of the plants I’m investing
time in (my local ecotype), knowing they haven’t been selected in
any way (cultivars), dug from the wild (!), or treated with neonics. 

Propagating native plants can be done with stuff you already have
available at home, and outside, without a greenhouse—I don’t have 
a greenhouse. Some of the containers may need to be ordered, 
but you could probably share expenses with another interested
chapter member.

Some people feel the process of growing your own wildflowers 
is too long and complicated. If you’re concerned about difficulty,
consider this if you can take any three ingredients in your food
kitchen and create something different from the original items
(think a dish of ice cream, sliced banana, and sprinkles; or melt
some butter, add flour, then hot milk, and you have gravy), then
you can grow wildflowers. Growing wildflowers in containers is
more like a combination of building a sundae and raising a baby
animal. It takes about two years instead of 20 minutes. 

The information in this article is extrapolated from my readings,
in addition to my personal experiences. 

Finding and processing seed 

Look around your garden while your flowers are blooming and
imagine them in black and white. Look at the leaves, note if they
are opposite on the stem, or alternate, note their texture and shape.
Note the structural configuration of the flowers (single, tightly
clustered, candelabra, etc.). Look below the petals at the shape and
texture of the ovary (seed head) and the clasping bracts. All of these
are identifying characteristics, until you have learned to see the
dormant plant as a whole. Go to a wild area and do the same thing.

When fruits or seed heads are mature, the stem just below the fruit
is some color other than green. That means the plant is finished
feeding the fruits. These seed/fruit heads can now be clipped and
dried. To avoid mold, collect into paper or cloth bags (old pillow
cases); never store fresh seed in a zippy bag; never leave any seed in a
hot environment such as a closed car in the sun or an unventilated
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Native midwest trees, 
shrubs & evergreens from 

1 gallon to 8” caliper. 
Local provenance. 

Cold hardy.
(815) 522-3535

StAubin.com
Facebook.com/
StAubinNursery

@StAubinTrees

Baptisia
bracteata seed Propagating

Wildflowers 
from Seed: 
ON THE FLY, 

OR BY THE BOOK
By Becky Erickson, 
Ashland Missouri; 

Mid-Missouri Chapter. 
Thanks to Ann Wakeman 

for advice.
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Solutions for the Natural Landscaper

Lakeshore Cleaners  
Inc

Watch Them Grow 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Make a sieve with larger holes if necessary.

Do not destroy your seed trash! You have
separated all the best seed for personal
use, but there is always seed in the ‘trash’.
Save and broadcast in a vacant corner or at
a school prairie patch.

From collection time until mid-January,
store seed in a labeled envelope in a larger
zippy bag in the refrigerator. A paper bag
stored somewhere safe from mice and
bugs, in the coolest, driest place available,
will work well.

Stratification 

The primary principle to understand 
is that, in order to germinate, native 
plant seed must go through periods of
environmental stress adapted to that
species of plant for survival. The seeds of
many native plants have built-in dormancy
mechanisms that protect them from
germinating before killing frosts are over
for the season, or in times of drought. 
In the wild, seeds lie dormant until they

shed all summer. If the temperature plus
the percent humidity on any given day,
together equal more than 150 for a few
hours, you have lost your seeds.

When fruit is thoroughly dry, some
energetic abuse usually shakes seed 
loose from heads. Use the leg from last
summer’s denim cutoffs; sew up the
bottom. Put fruits in the leg, grab the top
and beat it on a tree or post; place on the
floor and walk on it, or just massage it. 
A kitchen sieve or colander can be used 
to sift out most seed from the large parts.

Becky has worked in the field for USFS, Mis-
souri DNR and their Department of Conser-
vation, and learned the skills of her craft at
the USDA Elsberry Plant Materials Center.
At her home, she harbors at least 300 native
species on 3 acres in an oak-hickory forest in
central Missouri.

In the last issue of the Wild Ones Journal we
printed a sheet that Becky had prepared for
the USFWS, on growing milkweed from seed.
In the current article she talks about collecting
and propagating native plant seeds in general.

continued on next page

Liatris aspera seed spike Echinacea purpurea fruit



need scarification. With very small
legumes (Dalea, Desmodium, Lespedeza),
rubbing enough to remove the hulls is
enough to scarify; no sand paper needed. 

To learn about various seed handling
processes, specific definitions and
methods consult the Prairie Moon Nursery
Germination Instruction Guide for Seeds
at http://www.wildones.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/09/004cGermination
InstructionsFinalRevision.pdf . Or go to
their website: http://www.prairiemoon.com/
How-to-Germinate-Native-Seeds.html .
The various germination pretreatment
methods are coded as A though O.

At this same website you will find the
Prairie Moon Cultural Guide for specific
species. See http://www.prairiemoon.
com/cultural-guide.html . For the sake 
of simplicity, coded instructions for
stratification treatments are noted by the
letters A through O (expanded in the
germination guide), followed by a
bracketed number which reflects the
number of days for which this treatment
should last. Letter A denotes plant seeds
that need no pretreatment. 

Prairie Moon Nursery suggests that folks
south of their Winona Minnesota Nursery
not buy their nursery’s seed stock, because
it is not your ecotype. Please read the Wild
Ones Ecotype guidelines http://www.
wildones.org/learn/local-ecotype-guidelines/ 

Freezing seed?

Many times I am asked about freezing
seed in a refrigerator freezer. NO
ABSOLUTELY NOT! You say, but it
freezes hard outside. My explanation: Your
local ambient ground temperature at 3 feet
below the surface ranges from about 46°F
near Canada to about 57°F along the
Mason-Dixon Line. This heat does rise
and temper the surface soil temperature in
early winter. In a prairie or open woodland

are exposed to the proper conditions for
growth. 

To speed up the germination process for
cultivation, the grower must imitate the
temperatures (e.g., winter/blast of summer
heat), and the moisture (e.g., rain/drought),
or abrasion, or other environmental forces
necessary to break seed dormancy. Several
simple pre-sowing seed treatments, such
as stratification and scarification, can
greatly increase, in a timely manner,
successful germination of your seed. 

Stratification procedures, north of the
Mason-Dixon line, usually consist of a dry
or wet, cold treatment, occasionally
alternated with a warm period – known as
“double dipping” (think of “dipping” a
candle for an extra layer). 

The method applied, more often than not
with most of the common species, is this:
seeds germinate after a period of exposure to
cold moisture.Two months (60 days) in a
cold, moist environment at 35° to 40° F
(Do not freeze!) is the usual time required
to break dormancy. However, a few
species require 10 days, 30, 45, or 90 days.
In these cases the code in Prairie Moon
Nursery catalog (reference below), will
read like this: C(90), which means
“Treatment C for 90 days”. When in doubt
try this first as it is the most common
method of pre-germination treatment. 

Occasionally scarification (scratching or
scraping), hot water, light, or other
treatments are necessary to stimulate
germination of hard-coated seeds. The
objective of this treatment is to abrade the
seed enough to scratch the surface, but not
enough to crush or pulverize the seed.
The most common method of scarification
is to rub seed gently between two pieces, or
over one piece of fine or medium grit
sandpaper, or use a nail file. This
treatment should be done before
treatment C. For the most part, legumes
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Thoughts about Dormant Seeding
I know many people have been successful with the
dormant seeding technique of ‘seeding the snow’.
People wait until there is a good snow cover in mid-
winter and broadcast seed over the top of the snow. 
The advantage of this is that you can see where the
seed goes and you can get a fairly even distribution. 
But think of all the hungry critters such as mice and

birds who see this seed exposed on the snow as a
smorgasbord! And the seed is exposed to bitterly
cold temperatures that usually follow a snow.

Remember what was explained about placing seed

Silphium integrifolium

http://www.wildones.org/wp-content/uploads2012/09/004cGerminationInstructionsFinalRevision.pdf
http://www.prairiemoon.com/How-to-Germinate-Native-Seeds.html
http://www.prairiemoon.com/cultural-guide.html
http://www.wildones.org/learn/local-ecotype-guidelines/


habitat there is a great deal of grass [hollow
stems] and leaves which cover the ground
throughout the winter offering some
insulation to hold in this heat and to keep
out the cold air above. A good layer of snow
means increased insulation. Especially if
saturated with autumn rains [water absorbs
heat], surface soil temperatures drop very
slowly, but never reach the lows of air
temperature. There is no way you can
reproduce this sequence of events without
highly sophisticated equipment. 

Therefore, never take wild seed from a
comfortable ambient temperature of about
70 to 50°F and put it in a Zero°F freezer.
As dry as they might seem, seeds contain
some moisture and they will rupture and
die if frozen quickly.

Several ways to stratify seed

1. Lay out a rag of cotton sheeting [NOT
knit or terry] about 16" square. Use a
permanent marker to write species, and
date to remove from fridge on the rag.
Put seed on rag and fold as an envelope
so seed cannot fall out. Run under tap
water. Let it sit wet for a few hours. Wet
again and squeeze out excess dripping
water [press flat down on counter]. Lay
flat inside a zippy bag. You can get two
to four species in the same bag.
Remove excess water. Write the
contents on the plastic bag and the date
to remove from the fridge – yes again.

2. If seed is very small, mix with
vermiculite or sand inside a zippy bag
and moisten. Remove excess water.
Write the contents on the plastic bag
and the date to remove from the fridge.

3. Use a washed quart dairy container.
Drill a few holes in the bottom. Fill

with potting soil and bump on counter
to settle; fill more if necessary. Sprinkle
a few seeds on the top. Moisten gently
so all soil is saturated and drained. Put
the lid on. Because you will lose the lid,
write on the side of the container the
species name and the date to remove
from the fridge. 

Determine the date to remove seed from
cold by counting back from your average
last freeze date. If your last freeze date is
20 April, count back 30, 45, 60, 90, 120
days according to your species’ needs – see
Prairie Moon Nursery cultural guide. That
is the day you need to start cooling them.

When the date comes around to remove
wet seeds from the refrigerator, it is
time to give them a chance to germinate

The plastic dairy containers are ready to
set outside. Yes, remove the lid. Place in
sun and keep moist. Bring inside if the
night temperatures threaten a hard freeze.

The seeds in cloth or sand need to be put
in a germination tray now. If you open the
cloth to find your seed slimy or moldy,
don’t worry - plant it. Fill a plastic
clamshell [the ventilated kind that berries
come in], or any appropriately sized
nursery tray with potting soil. Drop it
gently on the counter to make it settle,
then refill. Scrape seed from the rag;
distribute evenly over potting soil. If you
stratified too much for this container,
sprinkle it in spots in your personal garden,
or your project garden and cover with a
loose, light mulch. Dust the seed in the
germ tray with a very light layer of potting
soil and sprinkle with water until water
drains through. Put it in the sun and care
for as explained above—protect from
drying or freezing. V
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from warm directly into bitter temperatures? Then there is the possibility of dry, strong winds 
blowing your seed off to your neighbors to the south.

I suggest watching the weather forecast. Broadcast seed just before a snow. Primary reasoning, seed is
on the ground and doesn’t need to melt through for spring germination. Then, under snow cover, seed is
insulated from bitter cold air and surface predators; voles don’t eat seed, they eat grass and roots. I know
it would be impossible to prove, but theoretically, you will get more germinated seed for your effort by
broadcasting before snowfall. This method is what we’ve been using at the WILD Center for overseeding 
in our meadow. It has been highly successful.

In any case get your seed back on the ground where it can do the most good, trash and all.

For more information about propagation and transplanting of wildflowers, go to: http://www.wildones.
org/learn/native-plants-and-landscaping/gathering-rescuing-and-propagating/plant-rescues/

Read in the next WILD ONES JOURNAL about what to do 
when your seedlings need to be transplanted.
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We are pleased to announce this year’s
People’s Choice was again a tie.

Lawrence Scheunemann, Kettle Moraine
(WI) Chapter won for “White-lined sphinx
moth on jewelweed” and Kati Barricklow,
Oak Openings (OH) Chapter won for
“Who’s Looking At Who?” A $25 gift
certificate from Wild Ones business
member Prairie Nursery (Central
Wisconsin Chapter) will be awarded 
to each winner. 
There were 137 entries this year and we
are so pleased we had so many and such
lovely photos. Wild Ones uses the Contest
photos in our promotional materials, the
Wild Ones Journal, on our website and for
our annual calendar. Awards will be gift
certificates to the Wild Store for $10 first
place and $5 second place, and a Wild
Ones decal third place. Michael Jeffords
was our professional judge this year. 
We have donated $50 in his name to 
the Illinois Natural History Survey. 
Thank you everyone for participating in
this year’s Photo Contest.
A slide show of the winners can be found 
on the Wild Ones website at http://www.
wildones.org/wild-ones-photo-contest/
2014-photo-contest-winners-2/

P H O T O  C O N T E S T
W I N N E R S And the Winners A

2 0 1 4  

White-lined Sphinx Moth on Jewelweed
PHOTO: Lawrence Scheunemann

Who’s Looking at Who? PHOTO: Kati Barricklow Busy Bee PHOTO: Caroline Beard Casting a Long Shadow PHOTO:Vicki Bonk

Embracing a Partnership PHOTO: Vicki BonkSummer Woods PHOTO: Valerie Lindeman

Welcome to the WILD Center PHOTO: Donna VanBuecken

Wild Side PHOTO: John Magee

Four Seasons Native Style PHOTO: Alistair Bradley

People’s 
Choice

People’s 
Choice

http://www.wildones.org/wild-ones-photo-contest/2014-photo-contest-winners-2/


By Barb Bray, a former con-
tributing editor for the JOURNAL.
She is now a PAL member
living in upstate New York.

It was a warm and sunnyOctober morning. I was
driving down the road past a
field of pasture grasses and
golden rods, when suddenly,
around a curve, I spotted
several bears. Not your run
of the mill, bird seed stealing
black bears, but a small 
army of marching fuzzy
caterpillars. The army of
wooly bears happily wriggled
across the sun soaked black
pavement heading to some
unknown rendezvous on the
opposite side of the road. 
To my eyes, it didn’t look
much different, but to the
Wooly Bears, it was their
destination.

Moving to the Corning, New York area has
brought me the potential “face-to-face”
encounter with another kind of bear. I
didn’t grow up with black bears in my
backyard, so now, having been warned
about them, I see “bears” behind every
tree and in every shady gap. My first
experiences of walking in my wooded
backyard have caused a heightened sense
of awareness, maybe even fear. On a walk
one evening with my husband, I heard a
horrible growling sound. I almost jumped
on top of him because I was so frightened.
He told me that the sound wasn’t even
from an animal—it was a garage door
closing! I mentioned my “scary bear” story
to a group of kids this summer, and they
almost fell off the picnic table bench
laughing about my encounter. Then each
of them told me how many times they had
seen bears and weren’t scared at all.

Black bears like open areas, even
developed areas like towns or subdivisions,
as long as food and cover are available.
They spend much of their
time foraging and can travel
long distances in their search
for food. Our neighborhood
is likely a smorgasbord of
delicacies. We are
surrounded by woods, but
bird feeders are a big draw
for bears. I have learned that
to discourage bears, I should
only hang up bird feeders in
the winter when bears are
“asleep”. I miss feeding
birds, but I don’t really relish
meeting a bear “face-to-

face”. Bears might be in my
woods right now fattening up
on acorns, berries, insects,
grasses and whatever else
they happen to find. If I see a
bear, I want to be far away.

What should you do if you
meet a bear? If it’s a black
bear, leave it alone. If it’s a
wooly bear, say “hello”. I
have picked up wooly bear
caterpillars in my hands
gently to look at them. They
are the larvae of Isabella
Tiger Moths. My dad used 
to look at the wooly bears
and tell me how they could
predict the severity of the
upcoming winter. We would
compare the size of the
middle brown stripe of hairs
to the surrounding black
area. If the middle brown
stripe was wide, it would be 

a mild winter, but if it was narrow, we
would see a severe winter. It might only be
folklore, but what did the wooly bears tell
us for this year? Check out this website for
more about wooly bear caterpillars and
what their colors tell us: www.crh.noaa.gov
(National Weather Service Weather
Forecast Office).

Wooly bear caterpillars wander around in
October searching for a hollow in a log or 
a space under a rock to spend the winter.
They freeze solid but their bodies are
protected by natural antifreeze called
glycerol. When spring comes, they
awaken. A couple of years ago I found a
wooly bear caterpillar on March 21st. I
created a temporary home for it in a large
empty clear container. For about three
weeks I fed the caterpillar green grass from
outside, and then suddenly it was gone. 
I pulled up the grass and dead leaves in
my container and found that “he” was in 
a small cocoon inside a curled up oak leaf.
About 10 days later, the cocoon was empty

and a yellowish moth was
inside my container. That
was my Wooly Bear! I let
Wooly Bear go later that
afternoon. Watching a wooly
bear caterpillar turn into the
Isabella Tiger Moth was a
real treat. 

I still hope to see a black 
bear sometime, but for now 
I am thankful that my bear
sighting was wooly bear
caterpillars crossing the road.
May your bear sightings be
Wooly too!   V
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Wooly Bears (Pyrrharctia isabella)
are interesting caterpillars.
They can freeze solid in an Arc-
tic winter (eventually their cir-
culation stops). It can take an
Arctic wooly bear caterpillar
fourteen years to gather enough
reserves to undergo metamor-
phosis and become a moth,
making it the longest lived
caterpillar in the world. It is a
generalist feeder. [ED.]

Pyrrharctia isabella caterpillar
PHOTO: IronChris via Wikimedia Commons

Pyrrharctia isabella Tiger moth 
PHOTO: Juvetson via Wikimedia Commons

OCTOBER
BEARS

T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N

And the Winners Are...
Child or Children
1st Place—Girl with Monarch Butterfly, Hal Mann,

Oak Openings (OH) Chapter
2nd Place—The Joy of Release, Denise Gehring, 

Oak Openings (OH) Chapter
3rd Place—Maya in the Toledo Zoo’s Prairie, 

Candy Sarikonda, Oak Openings (OH) Chapter

Flora 
1st Place—Summer Woods, Valerie Lindeman, 

River City – Grand Rapids (MI) Chapter
2nd Place—Pulsatilla vulgaris, 

James Sipe, Northfield Prairie Partners
3rd Place—Raingarden at WILD Center,

Donna VanBuecken, Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter

Kid’s Photos 
1st Place—Busy Bee, Caroline Beard, 

Lexington (KY) Chapter; 
Bee on Purple Coneflower, Maya Sarikonda, 
Oak Openings (OH) Chapter

2nd Place—Monarch Butterfly Flight, Harry Dreher,
North Park Village Nature Center (IL) Chapter

3rd Place—Wild Bergamot at Toledo Zoo, 
Maya Sarikonda, Oak Openings (OH) Chapter

Moves for Monarchs 
1st Place—Embracing a Partnership, Vicki Bonk,

Twin Cities (MN) Chapter
2nd Place—Who’s Looking At Who? Kati

Barricklow, Oak Openings (OH) Chapter
3rd Place—Follow the Sun, Vicki Bonk, 

Twin Cities (MN) Chapter

Non-Residential Landscaping 
1st Place—Welcome to the WILD Center, 

Donna VanBuecken, Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
2nd Place—Gray-Headed Coneflower at

Arboretum, Betty Hall, Lexington (KY) Chapter

Pollinators 
1st Place—Casting a Long Shadow, Vicki Bonk, 

Twin Cities (MN) Chapter
2nd Place—Carpenter Bee Approaching Redbud,

Mark Plunkett, Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter
3rd Place—Canadian Tiger Swallowtail on 

Swamp Milkweed, Thomas Young, Fox Valley 
Area (WI) Chapter

Residential Landscaping 
1st Place—Four Seasons Native Style, 

Alistair Bradley
2nd Place—Front Yard, Chandan Mahanta, 

St Louis (MO) Chapter
3rd Place—Don’t Fence Me In, Kati Barricklow, 

Oak Openings (OH) Chapter

Scenery 
1st Place—Wild Side, John Magee, Blue Ridge 

(VA) Chapter
2nd Place—Carpet of Pussytoes, Karen Schulz, 

St Croix Oak Savanna (MN) Chapter 
3rd Place—Storm on Prairie, Deb Berndt, 

River City – Grand Rapids (MI) Chapter

Wild Ones In-Action 
1st Place—Enjoying the Native Garden, Hal Mann
2nd Place—Yard Tour Visitors, Tim Lewis
3rd Place—Planting the WILD Center Site Sign

Landscape, Donna VanBuecken



Annual Board Meeting

Arecent outcome from Wild Ones
partnership with Monarch Joint

Venture (MJV) is that Executive Director
Donna VanBuecken has been appointed
to the MJV Steering Committee. As a
member of the Steering Committee 

she attended a three-day meeting held at the USFWS National
Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, West Virginia.
Besides the annual meeting, updating the North American
Monarch Conservation Plan (NAMCP) for 2015, which is MJV’s
guiding document, was the goal. Working with the USFWS,
which is heading up the country’s strategy planning, the board
participated in the development of the US monarch conservation
strategy to be presented at the next meeting of the North
American Leaders Summit for saving our pollinators and
specifically the northeast region monarch butterfly migration.

There were representatives there from most of the MJV partners
and affiliates as well as most of the branches of the federal
government’s environment related programs. President Obama’s
June 20th Memorandum directing all executive departments
and agencies to participate in developing a Federal Pollinator
Strategy lays out a charge to conserve pollinators, including
monarchs. The interagency High Level Working Group
(HLWG) for monarch conservation includes representatives
from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land
Management, National Park Service, U.S. Geological Survey,
U.S. Forest Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
Federal Highways Administration, Environmental Protection
Agency, State Department, Office of Science and Technology
Policy, and a representative for state fish and wildlife agencies.
The MJV steering committee co-chairs will serve as ex officio
members. The goal of this group is to develop a coordinated 
U.S. strategy for public and private lands by promoting habitat
restoration and enhancement, outreach and education, and
research and monitoring. This will be accomplished by updating
the North American Monarch Conservation Plan (NAMCP),
setting goals for monarch population and habitat targets, and
then working to achieve these goals.  

The North American Monarch Conservation Plan is a familiar
document to the MJV. Many MJV partners were involved in the
initial development of the Plan, and, as our guiding document, 
it is used to prioritize MJV and partner projects. To aid the U.S.
HLWG in revising the NAMCP, participants at the MJV annual
meeting assessed existing actions and provided recommendations
for modifications. MJV’s recommendations will be provided to the
U.S. HLWG for their consideration in developing the tri-national
(USA, Canada and Mexico) monarch conservation strategy.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has been tasked with
convening and leading the U.S. Monarch HLWG, coordinating
the monarch strategy with the President’s Federal Pollinator
Strategy, and coordinating with Mexico and Canada on their
strategic monarch conservation planning. 

Wild Ones is fortunate to be able to be involved with this
momentous undertaking. Our partnership with MJV has brought
us into the realm of larger scientific organizations to fill a niche

which they cannot. We are in the best position we have ever
been to promote the benefits of native plants and their
importance to our environment. Our future looks very exciting.

To read more about the historic meeting on monarchs 
between the three North American Leaders, go to
http://www.wildones.org/learn/wild-for-monarchs/

USGS joins forces with MJV to bring scientific
capabilities to monarch conservation efforts

Posted: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 7:04 am by Wendy Caldwell in MJV News

With the recent Presidential Memorandum—Creating a
Federal Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees

and Other Pollinators—pollinator conservation is at the forefront
of many federal agencies’ to-do lists. The U.S. Geological Survey
has recently joined forces with the Monarch Joint Venture (MJV)
to use science to help strengthen monarch conservation in the
U.S. We are excited to welcome them to the partnership!

The USGS is the research arm of the Department of the Interior
(DOI). They conduct research on topics of interest to DOI land
management agencies, other federal agencies, states, tribes, and
municipalities. MJV will be involved in guiding monarch-related
science and research activities conducted by the USGS—an
extremely valuable asset to MJV-supported activities. As a science-
based organization, we look forward to exploring new avenues of
monarch (and milkweed/habitat) research. In particular, USGS has
innovative expertise in areas such as population ecology, wildlife
monitoring, wildlife disease, toxicology, species-habitat
interactions, geospatial sciences, conservation genetics, and
adaptive management. They recently released a study on
neonicotinoid insecticides in the Midwest, reporting that all 
nine rivers and streams (including the Mississippi and Missouri
Rivers) studied contained chemicals from neonicotinoid
insecticides. This research may have implications for pollinator
conservation; read more on this study here.

The Department of the Interior has appointed USGS as the lead
DOI Bureau on implementing the Presidential Memorandum 
as interest has increased from DOI, the White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, and other high level offices.
They have coordinated with Fish and Wildlife Service, National
Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and others to
develop plans for monarch and pollinator conservation actions
and expect this coordination to continue for some time.

USGS works with numerous science and land management
partners to inform conservation. Steve Hilburger, USGS Science
Advisor for Wildlife, says, “Our research is most rigorous when
we work with scientific partners who collaborate, engage, and
review; to be relevant, scientific results must be useful for
conservation partners, policy makers, and resource managers.
Many of our science programs are designed specifically to 
inform the management needs of FWS, NPS, and BLM.

Read more about USGS ecosystems research on their website:
http://www.usgs.gov/ecosystems/

President Obama’s Memorandum can be found at
http://www.wildones.org/learn/wild-for-monarchs/     V
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This is a great time for conservation. During the
next two years we have an opportunity to promote
pollinators and native plants and have some sub-
stantial support to back us up. President Obama
has made that possible for us. Let’s make the most
of it. There may never be a chance like this again!



S E E D S  F O R
E D U C A T I O N  

Wild Ones members and chapters continue
to support youth projects centered on local
native plant communities, including butterfly
and small wildlife gardens, forest restoration
and experimental learning. Through the
Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education program
(SFE), we are able to provide small monetary
grants for seeds and plants used in these
projects. The grant cycle for 2015 began
October 16; applications are now being
reviewed. Projects must meet these criteria:
nmeaningful engagement of project partici-
pants in planning and directing the project

n use native plants appropriate to site and
locality

n demonstrate ecosystem concepts

Native plants are an unfamiliar concept 
to many parents, school and community
leaders and residents. Wild Ones SFE
grants give recognition and encouragement
that help teachers and community leaders
communicate with their residents.

Here are some of the projects funded in the
2014 grant cycle:
n Jewett Academy Magnet Middle School is
restoring a “Piece of Florida” at the Jewett
Academy Nature Center in Winter Haven,
Florida. The restoration of this relict sand
dune with native plants will provide hands on

“real world” connections for middle school
students dealing with environmental issues,
plant adaptations and xeric landscaping. 

n Friends of the Drake Community
Library in Grinnell, Iowa are establishing
a “Native Plant Garden for Learning and
Appreciation.” SFE grant funds will be
used to create a section on the library
grounds to attract birds and butterflies
with the goal of creating interest among
the community’s young people.

n Glenwood High School Environmental
Science students from Emerson, Iowa
will research, design, plant and maintain
a native Iowa pollinator garden and in
conjunction with University of Nebraska
entomologist, Dr. Doug Golick. This
“Native Iowa Pollinator Garden &
Bumble Bee Research Project” will
include researching, designing and
building bumble bee nesting boxes.

n Benjamin Franklin High School Green
Society made up of 9th - 12th graders
will integrate native plants into their
planned “Diversity Garden” in New
Orleans, Louisiana. The garden located
inside the courtyard across from the
football field in between the gymnasium
and the cafeteria will be integrated into
curriculum in science, math, world
languages and visual arts. 12th grader
Rebecca Wang was primary preparer of
the grant application.
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Bringing your landscape to life, since 1972

NEW species are added every year!  Order your free 2014 catalog online:

prairienursery.com   800-476-9453  
 VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE  IN WESTFIELD, WI   DISPLAY GARDEN TOURS IN JUNE & AUGUST    LEARN MORE ONLINE

NEW SHRUBS

& MORE, IN 2014

Across the country, parents, teachers, adult
and youth leaders are helping members of
their community learn about native plants
and ecosystems. Thank you for supporting
these efforts not only through your donations,
but also through your volunteer hours.

Each year, nursery partners supply seeds,
plants, and advice to grant recipients in
their areas. V

FLORIDA
Florida Native Plants Inc
Sarasota
www.floridanativeplants.com
IOWA
Ion Exchange
Harpers Ferry
www.ionxchange.com
Iowa Native Trees and Shrubs
Woodward
www.iowanativetreesand
shrubs.com

ILLINOIS
Possibility Place
Monee
www.possibilityplace.com
LOUISIANA
Green Butterfly L3C
3213 St Philip St
New Orleans 

Louisiana Growers
Amite
www.lanativeplants.com

MICHIGAN
Nativescape LLC 
Manchester
www.nativescapellc.com 

WISCONSIN
Agrecol
Evansville
www.agrecol.com
Taylor Creek 

Restoration Services
Division of Applied
Ecological Services

Brodhead
www.appliedeco.com

A list of Nursery Partners for the 
projects referenced in this article

www.iowanativetreesandshrubs.com


Tallamy, I’ve tried to emphasize the
features of my own landscape that
illustrate important points they make, such
as noticing the “levels” in my landscape—
especially the ground level. 

Some nitty-gritty details

•Scheduling

Scheduling is always a problem, even
more difficult than scheduling events
during the year.

We drop our “last Sunday of every
month” rule we use during the pro-
gram year and just let the host pick a
convenient date and time, but time of
day can be tricky. Weekday tours can
conflict with dinner schedules or may
include uninvited insect guests if held
later in the evening. Tours anywhere
near midday on summer weekends 
can be miserably hot. 

My personal favorite times are 9 am on
Saturday morning or 4 pm on Saturday 
or Sunday afternoons, but we’ve had
successful evening and midday tours, 
too. And some of our most-attended
tours were the result of the host 
inviting colleagues at work, friends, 
and neighbors. 

•RSVPs

We leave it up to the hosts to decide
whether to require RSVPs. If so, the host
emails the directions when people RSVP.
If no RSVPs are requested, we publish
the directions in our newsletter.

In a large yard, people are probably able
to accommodate whatever number of
people show up (and it has rarely topped
thirty.) For people with more limited
space, requesting an RSVP allows them
set a limit on the number in attendance. 

For my own tours, I try to limit the group
number to about seven or so. If there is
more than that, it’s hard to address the
whole group at once, and smaller groups
sometimes break off and wander about.
That may be fine for a tour where people
just want to admire pretty flowers, but

People like to tour gardens, oohing and
aahing over beautiful ornamental

flowerbeds and immaculately managed
landscapes. But we’re Wild Ones, whose
mission is to preserve biodiversity by
planting native plants in natural landscapes,
not just to create “pretty” gardens. 

When Habitat Gardening in Central New
York became a Wild Ones chapter many
years ago, we were eager to participate in
the Wild Ones tradition of Show Me, Help
Me tours. We especially liked the idea of
combining “Show Me” with “Help Me,”
benefitting both attendees and hosts.

Some of our tours have been more “Show
Me” than “Help Me” featuring mature
landscapes whose owners are showing
what they’ve done.

Some tours have been more “Help Me”
than “Show Me” where hosts have started
transitioning to a native plant landscape,
but are seeking suggestions on problem
areas or on planning their next steps.

Most of our tours are a blend of “Show Me”
and “Help Me.”

Over the years we have arranged tours that
appeal to a variety of interests and which
illustrate different ways to use native
plants in natural landscapes. Generally 
we visit our own home landscapes, but
sometimes we have toured interesting
institutional gardens, such as the extensive
native plant garden (since eliminated) at
our local zoo, though we more often use
these venues for our annual field trips.

Education first

Most of our tours have been fairly
conventional one-time visits, but all have
been special in some way. Some hosts have
put extra effort into providing wonderful
refreshments, some have placed lovely
poems along the route of the tour through
their yard, some have special stories to tell
about their yards. Each landscape is
different, and we always learn a lot.

We also have used other formats to
enhance the educational value of the tours. 

In the past, we invited a professional
landscaper to provide feedback and
suggestions on one of the tours. The right
landscaper—one who is comfortable
speaking to a crowd, knowledgeable about
native plants and natural landscaping, and
experienced enough to be able to offer
useful suggestions off the cuff—can
provide an especially educational tour 
(and a great perk for the host).

Another successful format is to visit the
same landscape at the beginning of the
summer and again at the end of the
summer, with the goal of demonstrating to
attendees how much a landscape changes
throughout the season. Preparing for two
tours in one summer asks a lot of the host,
but it was worthwhile and something we
recommend.

Another format especially appropriate 
for tours with a “Help Me” emphasis is 
to revisit a landscape from the previous
summer’s tour to give the host a chance 
to show how they implemented our
suggestions.

In addition to our official Show Me, 
Help Me tours, I frequently give tours 
of my own yard to other garden groups.
Sometimes I simply post a sign in my front
yard announcing the tour, since it’s likely
that people in my neighborhood wonder
why my yard is different. Every tour is
different depending on what is of interest
at the moment and also on recent habitat
happenings. But I always try to use
examples in my yard to describe the
importance of native plants in relation to
insects and the food web. I also point out
various earth-friendly gardening practices
we use, such as (gasp!) leaving leaves on
the ground rather than raking them up 
and replacing them with mulch. 

And now with the new book The Living
Landscape by Rick Darke and Doug

By Janet Allen, a contributing editor for the
JOURNAL and President of Habitat Gardening
in the Central New York Chapter of Wild Ones
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SHOW MEHELPME
Tour of Zen Center in Syracuse    PHOTO: Carol Biesemeyer Members tour another member’s yard    PHOTO: Carol BiesemeyerTOURS



our tours, while fun and enjoyable, also aim to demonstrate
some important principles, so it’s an advantage to be able to
have a conversation about these principles with a small group
rather than shouting to a large group.

Another advantage of RSVPs is that it’s easy to notify people if
a tour has to be cancelled at the last minute (which happened
recently when a severe thunderstorm was predicted at the time
of the tour). 

•Tip sheet for hosts

We recently created a tip sheet for prospective hosts including some
of the above tips and others, too. (The .pdf file is available on our
website at www.hgcny.org/learn. Feel free to email me to request 
a .doc version you can modify for your own chapter’s needs.)

Tours are important

All year, we attend monthly programs to learn about native
plants, natural landscaping, and even about the natural world
beyond our yards. We learn a lot in these programs, but it’s not
always easy to know how to implement the ideas. 

That’s the value of our Show Me, Help Me tours. There’s
nothing like seeing a landscape full of life—right in the yards 
of real people you know, right in your own ecoregion—to give
you ideas about creating your own natural landscape with native
plants. And, yes, it’s also nice to learn that other people have
some gardening dilemmas, and that there are solutions for each. 

Modeling is one of the most powerful ways to spread our ideas
and help people implement what they’ve heard about and read
about. As a chapter, it’s worth spending some time to plan 
Show Me Help Me tours so that they will not only be enjoyable,
but educational as well.   V
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      Wild Ones 
2015 Calendar is 
now available!

Wild Ones has produced a 
12 month calendar for 
2015 featuring pictures 

from the Wild Ones 
Photo Contest. We have 
a limited supply so order 

yours today! Go to  
www.wildones.org or call 

the WILD Center at 
1-877-394-9453



The Wild Ones Legacy Program
To fund its important programs, Wild Ones depends
heavily on private contributions from caring
individuals. Donors are discovering the benefits 
of supporting charities through their estate plans.
Through the Wild Ones Legacy Program we
will work with you and your estate-planning
professionals to help you help Wild Ones, after you
are gone, to continue to get its message across and
to expand the movement.  With your assistance 
we will continue to spread the word about how
important native plants are to our very existence
and to the existence of the Earth as a living planet.

These donations (often called planned gifts) can
offer many advantages:

• Reduce estate taxes. 
• Provide a life-income stream. 
• Allow you to make a much larger gift
than you thought possible. 

• Receive a current income-tax deduction. 
• Reduce or avoid capital gains tax. 
• Support Wild Ones mission and work. 

If you have not yet included the Wild Ones in your
estate plans, the following are some of the most
popular methods to accomplish that. If you have
questions or would like more information, please
contact National Counsel, Bret Rappaport, at 
312-845-5116 or b.rappaport@comcast.net, or 
the Wild Ones National  Office at 877-394-9453 
or execdirector@wildones.org.

Wills

One of the simplest and most common 
ways to remember Wild Ones and help us carry on
our mission is to leave a bequest through your will.

The following is suggested language to use in wills
and a variety of other estate planning tools – feel
free to print this and take it to your attorney when
you are discussing your estate plans.

When making a gift to the Wild Ones
Natural Landscapers, Ltd., use this
language:

“I give and bequeath the sum of $ _____________ 
(or _______ percent of my estate) to the Wild Ones
Natural Landscapers Ltd., to be used for its general
purposes.”

You may also give a particular asset (“my shares 
of XYZ stock…”) or a portion of the residue of 
your estate after other bequests have been paid
(“50 percent of the rest, residue and remainder of
my estate…”).

Trusts

There are many different types of trusts that can
serve a variety of purposes. It would be impossible
to give even a brief explanation of the many types
of trusts in this information. The advice of an
attorney and qualified financial planner is necessary
to assess your situation and decide which trust
might best serve your goals. Please know, however
that it is easy to include a gift to Wild Ones through
your trust by using the language set forth above.

Also, there are trusts (called Charitable Remainder
Trusts) that can provide you or your loved ones with
a life-income stream while also providing a gift to
support the programs of the Wild Ones. Please
check with your  financial advisor to determine what
is best for your situation.

WildOnesLegacy
Helping You Help Wild Ones 

After You’re Gone

www.wildones.org   |   Wild Ones Journal   |   November/December 201416

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.
Ameritech.net/users/rasillon/Seed.html
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A P P L I E D  E CO LO G I C A L  S E R V I C E S

SPECIALISTS IN ECOLOGY
SCIENCE         RESTORATION 

MANAGEMENT          RESEARCH

www.restorationnurseries.com

www.appliedeco.com

HIGHEST QUALITY LOCAL 
GENOTYPE NATIVE SEED, 

PLANTS, AND SHRUBS

 A  D I V I S I O N  O F  A P P L I E D  E C O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E S



Life insurance

Life insurance can be a valuable tool in  estate
planning. By naming beneficiaries on policies, 
the proceeds can be paid directly to that person 
or organization without having to go through
probate. Life insurance also offers a wonderful
way to make a charitable gift. It is possible to
make gifts with “paid-up” policies, policies with
premiums still due, policies where you can retain
the right to a poli cy’s cash value, or by assigning
the dividends in a participating policy. Check with
your insurance agent to see which option would
be best for you.

Pay on death or transfer on death 
accounts

This estate planning tool can be an effective way to
quickly transfer assets – such as bank accounts – to
a beneficiary, because it avoids that asset going
through the probate process. It also allows you to
change the beneficiary at any time.

When establishing the account, tell your banking
representative that you wish it to be a “Pay on
Death” account. They will ask you for the name 
of the person or charitable organization you wish
to receive the property upon your death.

Gifts of securities

While a gift of securities is not strictly an  estate-
planning tool, there are significant  advantages to
this type of donation that have allowed many
donors to make gifts that will live on after they
are gone.

If you have owned stock for at least one year that
has increased in value, you can donate that stock
to a charitable organization without having to
pay capital-gains tax on the increase. Addi tionally
there is an income-tax  charitable deduction equal
to the full current market value of the securities
(up to 30 percent of the donor’s adjusted gross
income). Using appreciated stock to fund a gift
annuity offers added tax benefits to that gift.

Note: In order to receive the most favorable tax
treatment, you must donate the securities to 
the Wild Ones – you cannot sell the stock and
donate the proceeds. If you would like more
information on how to make this transfer, please
contact the Wild Ones National Office.

Retirement plan assets

With the increase in the variety of retirement plan
assets that people own, an important aspect of
your estate planning should be making sure that
the money invested in these accounts goes to 
the people or organizations you wish to receive
them.

Examples of these different retirement plans
include IRAs, pension plans, Keogh, and 401(K)
accounts. If you are contemplating a charitable
gift in your estate plans, using assets such as
those in retirement plans can maximize your
donation while allowing other property that is
not subject to some taxes to be passed to your
beneficiaries. Consult your financial advisor to 
see what is best for your particular estate plan.

GET WILD
STAY WILD
How You Can Help 
Support Our Mission
There are many ways you can help Wild Ones promote
environmentally sound landscaping practices to preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration, and
establishment of native plant communities – including
financial support or volunteer ing your time. You can
choose to provide additional support in various ways.
Which of these might work for you?

Annual Support
Annual gifts, in addition to membership fees, provide
critical on going resources to support daily operations
and enable Wild Ones to carry out its mission throughout
the year. 

Acorn Circle members provide dependable income
for Wild Ones programs by making their annual gifts
through convenient monthly deductions via credit card
or direct debit from a designated financial account. Any
amount is greatly appreciated.

Burr Oak Circle
Donors who make annual gifts of $1,000 or more are
honored through this leadership circle program, and are
provided with special benefits such as special retreats
at the Wild Ones headquarters and a 10 percent discount
on items at the Wild Store.

Oak Savanna Circle
Members of this circle have loyally supported Wild Ones
for at least 15 years or more.

Employee Matching Gift Program
Many companies and organizations match employee
contributions, greatly increasing the impact of a chari-
table gift to Wild Ones. Please contact your human
resources office for further information.

Special Gifts and Heritage
Contact the Wild Ones Executive Director for further in-
formation about the Wild Ones Legacy Program which in-
cludes making gifts of appreciated stock, real property,
in-kind gifts, IRA-rollover gifts (option through December
2013 per the Pension Protection Act of 2006 amended),
and multi-year commitments. The Legacy Program (see
opposite page) also can include bequests, charitable
gift an nuities, trusts, and other planned giving  vehicles
which provide significant support to Wild Ones while
also benefiting the donors and their families.
Volunteer
More than 6,000 people annually volunteer their time
and energy for land conservation, community garden
plantings, and other chapter and national Wild Ones
activities. Please consider becoming a “plants-roots”
partner with Wild Ones. 

Lifetime Members
Lifetime members have shown a long-term commitment
to the Wild Ones mission and its goals.

Gift Memberships
One of the easiest ways to advocate and help others who
are not  already Wild Ones members learn about the ben-
efits of using native plants in their landscaping is to
give them a gift mem bership.

For more information on supporting Wild Ones, contact
Donna VanBuecken,  Executive Director, Wild Ones, P.O.
Box 1274, Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1274, 877-394-
9453 (toll free), execdirector@wildones.org, or visit
our web site at www.wildones.org/.
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If you are going to shop at Amazon.com,
first go to www.wildones.org 

and use the Amazon box 
to start your search.  

Amazon sends a donation 
to Wild Ones based on your purchase.

If you are going to search the Internet, use
www.goodsearch.com. Select Wild Ones –
Natural Landscapers, Ltd as your cause to

support and start your search. GoodSeach gives
money to Wild Ones every time you search the
web or if you shop online through their site.

Lifetime 
Members
Jean & Tom Weedman
Kettle Moraine Chapter

Business 
and Affiliate

Members
RENEWING BUSINESS MEMBERS
Door Landscape & Nursery
6329 State Highway 42
Egg Harbor, WI 54209-9138
Cliff@doorlandscape.com
Door County Chapter

NEW AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Shaw Nature Reserve
PO Box 38
Gray Summit, MO  63039
Scott.woodbury@mobot.org
St Louis Chapter

RENEWING AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Chippewa Nature Center
400 S Badour Rd   
Midland, MI  48640
hendersonjeanne23@gmail.com
www.chippewanaturecenter.org
Mid-Mitten Chapter
Green Lake Conference Center
W2511 State Rd 23
Green Lake, WI  54941-9599
valariepowell@glcc.org
www.glcc.org
Fox Valley Area Chapter
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CALIFORNIA
North County Coastal Chapter
#95 (Seedling)
Anne Chelling-Teschler 
855-523-5016
ColonialAnne@gmail.com
COLORADO
Front Range Chapter #86 
Susan Smith 303-335-8200
frontrangewildones@gmail.com
CONNECTICUT
Mountain Laurel Chapter #78
Kathy T. Dame 860-439-5060 
ktdame@comcast.net
ILLINOIS
Greater DuPage Chapter #9
Pat Clancy 630-964-0448 
clancypj@sbcglobal.net
Illinois Prairie Chapter #92
Sherrie Snyder 309-824-6954
ilprairiewo@gmail.com

Illinois Prairie Wild Ones

Lake-To-Prairie Chapter #11
Sandra Miller 847-546-4198 
sanran2@aol.com
Macomb Chapter #42 (Seedling)
Margaret Ovitt 309-836-6231
card@macomb.com
North Park Chapter #27
Wilma McCallister
bug788@gmail.com
Northern Kane County #88
Dave Poweleit 847-794-8962
nkwildones@gmail.com
Rock River Valley Chapter #21
Robert Arevalo, Virginia Watson
815-627-0344
Pres@wildonesrrvc.org
Wild Ones of Will County
Chapter #100 
Anne Ayers 919-986-8000
aayers324@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/WillCounty
WildOnes?ref=hl

INDIANA
Gibson Woods Chapter #38
Joy Bower 219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
Pat Rosenwinkel
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
KENTUCKY
Lexington Chapter #64
Beate Popkin beatepopkin@qx.net
MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Chapter #3
Andrea Matthies 734-604-4674
andrea@jamesodell.com
Calhoun County Chapter #39
Glen Walter 269-979-3746
Cg_walter@yahoo.com
Central Upper Peninsula
Chapter #61
Laurie Johnsons 906-428-4358
yooperchic@chartermi.net

Flint River Chapter #32
Rebecca Gale-Gonzalez 
810-762-0455
rebecca.gale@mcc.edu

https://www.facebook.com/FlintRiver
WildOnes

Kalamazoo Area Chapter #37
Dave Wendling 269-624-6946
dave.wendling47@gmail.com
Keweenaw Chapter #60
(Seedling)
Kristine Bradof 906-482-0446
kbradof@mtu.edu
Mid-Mitten Chapter #80
Lucy Chargo 989-837-8294
lchargot@gmail.com
North Oakland Chapter #91
James Brueck 248-625-7597
mdbrueck@gmail.com
Laura Gruzwalski 248-454-6856
lgruzwalski@hrc-engr.com
Oakland Chapter #34
Maryann Whitman 248-652-4004
maryannwhitman@comcast.net
Red Cedar Chapter #41
wildoneslansing@gmail.com
Betty Seagull 517-349-1373
www.wildoneslansing.org
River City–Grand Rapids Area
Chapter #83
Mike Bruggink 616-803-5353
president@rivercitywildones.org. 
Southeast Michigan 
Chapter #47
Warren, Michigan
MINNESOTA
Arrowhead Chapter #48
Carol Andrews 218-529-8204
candrews@barr.com
Brainerd Chapter #90
Susan Cebelinski 218-546-5668
Cbel1@charter.net
Northfield Prairie Partners
Chapter #94
Sarah Middleton, 507-649-0679 
sdukemiddleton@gmail.com
Prairie Edge Chapter #99: 
Marilynn Torkelson (952) 906-1482
marilynntorkelson@gmail.com
St. Cloud Chapter #29
Brian Johnson 320-356-9462
bjohnson@csbsju.edu
St. Croix Oak Savanna 
Chapter #71
Diane Hilscher 651-436-3836
hilscherdesign@comcast.net
Roger Miller
st.croix.wild.ones@mac.com
Twin Cities Chapter #56
Marilyn Jones 612-724-8084
MarilynDJones@gmail.com
MISSOURI
Mid-Missouri Chapter #49
Laura Hillman
HillmanL@health.Missouri.edu
St. Louis Chapter #31
Ed Schmidt 314-647-1608
eschmidt1@sbcglobal.net
www.stlwildones.org

NEW YORK
Habitat Gardening in 
Central New York #76
Janet Allen 315-487-5742
hg.cny@verizon.net
OHIO
Columbus Chapter #4
Karen Martens 614-261-0143
Karen.h.martens@gmail.com
Greater Cincinnati Chapter #62
Chris McCullough 513-860-4959
Cincywildones@fuse.net
Oak Openings Region 
Chapter #77 
Hal Mann (419) 874-6965
wildonesoakopeningsregion@
gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/wildones
oakopenings

TENNESSEE
Tennessee Valley Chapter #96
Nora Bernhardt
nsbernhardt@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
143491742351509/

https://twitter.com/TN_WildOnes

VIRGINIA
Blue Ridge Chapter #98
Donna Williamson
blueridgewildones@earthlink.net
WISCONSIN
Central Wisconsin Chapter #50
Pete Arntsen 715-297-374
apete@fibernetcc.com
Door County Chapter #59
Peter Sigman 920-824-5193 
peter@sigmann.net
Fox Valley Area Chapter #8
Loris Damerow
920-749-7807

Wild Ones Fox Valley Area Chapter

Green Bay Chapter #10
Bill Krouse 920-621-6222
Bkrouse1@new.rr.com
Kettle Moraine Chapter #93
Mariette Nowak 262-642-2352
mmnowak@wi.rr.com
Madison Chapter #13
Laurie J. Yahr 608-274-6539
yahrkahl@sbcglobal.net
Barb Glassel 608-819-0087
bglassel@gmail.com
Sue Reindollar 608-233-9383
Menomonee River Area 
Chapter #16
Lisa Oddis (414) 303-3028
loddis03@yahoo.com
Milwaukee North Chapter #18
Message Center: 414-299-9888 x1
Milwaukee Southwest-Wehr
Chapter #23
Message Center: 414-299-9888x2
Root River Area Chapter #43
Chris Russin  262-857-3191 
c-russin@northwestern.edu
Wolf River Chapter #74
Sue Templeman
boosue@frontiernet.net
Bob Dumke 715-924-3117

The Meeting Place
The mailing label on the WILD ONES JOuRNAL and other mailed communications 

to Wild Ones members tell you which chapter you belong to 
and the date your membership expires.

For information about starting a chapter in your area: 
wildones.org/connect/chapter-start-up-information/

Chapter

Anniversaries
Illinois Prairie    4 years

Northern Kane County    5 years
St. Croix Oak Savanna 11 years

Mid Missouri 14 years
Kalamazoo Area 15 years
Lake to Prairie 18 years
Fox Valley Area 20 years
Green Bay 23 years

Friend us on
Facebook

Join us on
Twitter

Mark Your Calendars
Nov 18 (Saturday)

“Creating Harmony with Native Landscaping”
hosted by Lake-To-Prairie Chapter

Keynote Doug Tallamy, 
PhD Professor & Chair, Univ of Delaware 

“Creating Healthy Neighborhood Corridors”
College of Lake County - Bldg C, Grayslake, IL

Dec 14 (Sunday)
Wild Ones National Board Meeting

via webconference

Jan 24, 2015 (Saturday)
“Toward Harmony with Nature” 
hosted by Fox Valley Area Chapter
Keynote Stanley Temple, PhD 

Sr Fellow Aldo Leopold Foundation 
“Aldo Leopold, Phenology and Climate Change”
Oshkosh Convention Center, Oshkosh, WI

Jan 24, 2015 (Saturday)
Plant Natives 2015 

“Beauty and Diversity in a Living Landscape” 
hosted by Tennessee Valley Chapter

Chattanooga State Community College, 
Humanities Auditorium

Feb 21, 2015 (Saturday)
“Design with Nature Conference – 
Changing Tactics” hosted by 

Minnesota area Wild Ones chapters. 
Keynote Travis Beck 

“Designing with Successional Plant Communities
that Adapt to Change and Disruption”  
Nicollet Island Pavilion, Minneapolis, MN

Mar 8, 9, 2015 (Sunday, Monday)
“Landscape Design: Where Art and Nature Meet” 

Wildflower Association of Michigan 2015
Keynote by Darrell Morrison, Landscape Architect: 
a longtime advocate of the use of native vegetation

in landscape design and restoration work. 
Michigan State Univ. East Lansing MI- 

Kellogg Center.
More info: go to Wildflower Conference at

www.wildflowersmich.org/

http://www.wildones.org/connect/chapter-start-up-information/
https://www.facebook.com/ILPrairieWildOnes
https://www.facebook.com/WillCountyWildOnes?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/FlintRiverWildOnes
https://www.facebook.com/wildonesoakopenings
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143491742351509/
https://www.facebook.com/WildOnesFoxValley
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143491742351509/
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Could 
your gift 

be the one that 
saves the Earth?
A Wild Ones Gift Membership

If you’re tired of handing out loud neckties, plaid socks, and wooly
underwear, why not give something fun that also shows how much
you care about the future of our planet?
Can’t think of anyone who would enjoy a Wild Ones membership? How
about those new neighbors down the street who aren’t sure what to
do with their yard? Or maybe those relatives who keep borrowing your
lawnmower. And what about the local “weed inspector” who keeps
eyeing your prairie?  Better yet, just think what a Wild Ones
membership will do for the kids at your neighborhood school! 
Your gift of a Wild Ones membership might be the start of a journey
that leads someone to saving the Earth, or at least a small part of it. 
Three levels...gets the great benefits available to all Wild Ones
members including a subscription to the Wild Ones JOURNAL.
We’ll even send them a special acknowledgement letter so they’ll
know it’s from you. Helping to save the Earth, and your favorite 
Wild organization, has never been so easy. The journey starts at
http://www.wildones.org/product/membership/gift-membership/ 
Go there now.

     
   J

oin
 W

ild 
Ones...

          ...Get A
 G

ift
!

.........................

...........................

.......................................................................................................
Name ______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________

City/State ____________________________________________Zip____________

Phone______________________________________________________________

E-Mail______________________________________________________________

Annual Dues Wild Wilder Wildest
Household ...................... n $37 n $60 n $100+
Business......................... n $250 n $600 n $1200+
Professional/Educator ...... n $90 n $120 n $150+
Affiliate Not-for-Profit
Organization................ n $90 n $120 n $150

Limited income/full-time 
student household ....... n $20/year

Lifetime ......................... n $1500 (or payable in three annual 
$500 installments)

n Joining  or  n Renewing for_______ years. $_______________

Membership Premiums
I am joining at the:
n $60 or higher level
n $100 or higher level
n Send premium_________

Chapter preference (See chapter listings on page 18.)
or Partner-at-Large (PAL)__________________________________

n No need to send me a paper copy of the JOURNAL. 
Send me an e-mail when the new issues of the JOURNAL are online.

If this is a gift membership:
Your Name _____________________________________________

Occasion for Gift ________________________________________

Payment:
Call us toll-free: 1-877-FYI-WILD to use your credit card
Send check to: Wild Ones, P.O. Box 1274, Appleton, WI 54912

To join us:
Go online: www.wildones.org/join-the-movement/
Scan here:

Extra Donations for:
n The Wild Center
n Seeds for Education
n WILD ONES JOURNAL
n Other

PHOTO: Laura Hedien 

Extra donation
amount
$____________

— The entire membership fee is tax deductible. —

Wild Ones celebrates its
35th anniversary with a
premium — access to the
Top 18 JOURNAL articles, a
how-to-do-it sampling for
all new / renewing members. 
Membership upgrades:
• “Wilder” level also get
note cards

• “Wildest” level also get
the 2015 Wild Ones
calendar or a copy of the
Tallamy DVD

A voice for the 
natural 

landscaping 
movement.

January/February 2014V
Vol. 27  |  No.1

Mockingbird
in a wahoo.
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The winter garden can present a dreary scene of grey stumps and
brown stubble; but not if you plan for it. 

Consider our native ‘eastern burning bush’. It
doesn’t get much press. As Euonymus atropurpureus
it gets even less.

Well named as ‘burning bush’, in the fall, it sports
the warm orange glow of a campfire. It grows in the
understory of open woods, mixed thickets, borders
of streams, and it repopulates old fields. The tiny,
four-petaled flowers in early June are a deep maroon. 

What really catches one’s attention on this 12-20-foot little tree, is its
fruit. Smooth, brilliant red capsules the size of small strawberries. They
burst open to show equally red fleshy seeds (the hard seeds within the
fleshy red aril, are actually orange). As an eye-catcher in a snowy
landscape it is unsurpassed. 

It is suggested for use in rain gardens, and tolerates black walnuts
growing nearby. It is called by some the ‘spindle tree’ as its trunks were
once used by weavers to make spindles.

Color in the Winter Garden
By Maryann Whitman

Wahoo bloom

Cover PHOTOS: Betty Hall 

Working toward 
our next 35 years 

restoring native plants
and natural landscapes.

(DVD or Calendar)

Wild Store 2014 Holiday Sale
15% off of Wild Ones Apparel and  

Miscellaneous items. Go online and check out 
our great t-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, 

tote bags, yard signs and the Tallamy DVD.  
www.wildones.org/wild-ones-store/

Enter coupon code at checkout:  
WOHoliday2014 

Or call us at 877-394-9453 to place your order.
Coupon expires 12/31/14

This year Giving Tuesday is Dec. 2nd, remember 
Wild Ones with a purchase or a donation.
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Is your membership OK? How about your address?
If the imprint above is dated 12/1/14 or before, your membership is about to expire.

Money Going Down the Drain! If you are moving, either tem-
porarily or permanently, please let the National Office know as
soon as your new address is official. Returned and forwarded mail
costs Wild Ones anywhere from $.77 to $3.77 per piece. Each
issue this adds up to a lot of money that could be used to support
our mission.

How You Can Help.When planning a long vacation, or a move,
please mail your address information to Wild Ones, P.O. Box
1274, Appleton, Wisconsin 54912, call toll-free at 877-394-9453,
or go to the Wild Ones members-only pages at www.for-wild.org.
Click on item 2 (Update Personal Membership Info) and enter the
appropriate changes. Thanks!

Collecting Milkweed Seed
At the WILD Center volunteers have
begun collecting seed to use for
overseeding one last area of the prairie
this winter. We have also been receiving
milkweed pods from members and the
Fox Valley community which we are
drying in anticipation of sending to
Monarch Watch. Although the rain and
the wind has played havoc with the
plants, volunteers are picking the red
milkweed pods from the WILD Center
prairie to send to Monarch Watch as well.
It was a fantastic year for swamp
milkweed and it was only our third
season for our WILD Center prairie! 

W I L D  O N E S  N E W S

Laney Diamond is working on her Gold Award as a Girl
Scout at the WILD Center. From building Leopold benches,
to making signage to rescuing hatchling turtles, she is
terrific! She is holding two baby snapping turtles which
we found heading toward the marsh. She helped them 
get there faster by making a special delivery.

Buckthorn days and 
hatchling turtles
We’re getting ready to hold “Die
Buckthorn Days” to try to keep it under
control. It seems this is a never-ending
battle. The baby turtles have hatched
and thankfully marching toward the
marsh instead of the road. Looks like all
our efforts are working! Swamp milkweed pods     PHOTO: Tim Lewis

tommytroutphoto.com


