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Naturalists have long been aware of
the greater tendency for plants 
than for animals to create viable

interspecies hybrids. This is attributable
not only (as some might expect) to a
higher likelihood of passive plants whose
mating is mediated by pollen-hungry
insects, or the wind, to hybridize more
often, but rather to a greater ability of
plants, with the simpler design of their
anatomies, successfully to build a
functioning organism with a Gemisch of
genes from parents of different species.
Such hybrids occur naturally, and are 
often reported in regional floras. Further,
the advent of modern techniques for
characterizing DNA
has revealed that
hybridizations of yore
have given rise to
numerous species,
and higher lineages,
in plants, in fungi,
and to a lesser extent
in animals.

My recent wanderings in quest of fall flora
photos at Shaw Nature Reserve (a branch
of Missouri Botanical Garden at Gray
Summit, Missouri) really brought this
phenomenon to mind as I was examining
populations of the three Gentiana species
that live at the reserve. All three are fairly
recent introductions at SNR, added to the
flora in several locations in our prairie and
wetland habitat reconstruction program.
Hybridization among these gentian
populations was first brought home in my
observation over the last three years of
increasing numbers of purplish and bluish
and outright blue individuals in a population
that was originally pure white gentian –

Gentiana flavida.
This population was
sowed in the mid-
1990s as part of a
mesic prairie
reconstruction in the
watershed of our
wetland complex.

Working toward 
our next 35 years 

restoring native plants
and natural landscapes.

Gentiana flavida, G. andrewsii and their
lavender tinted hybrid growing side by side at
Shaw Nature Reserve.    PHOTO: James C. Trager

Closed Bottle Gentian
(Gentiana andrewsii) 

PHOTO: D. Gordon
E. Robertson

Promiscuous Plants
By James C. Trager, Ph. D.

Restoration biologist, Shaw Nature Reserve of the Missouri Botanical Gardens

The lesson to be learned here is that not all native hybrids and new species are created in a dark
lab by Dr Hyde. The Darwinian notion of ‘species’ involved geographic separation. Our
machinations have done away with a lot of that, so that species interbreeding does occur. It is
the next step taken by a nursery/business person that creates a Nativar. The naturally occurring
hybrid is taken out of the wild, named and registered as property, reproduced by means that no
longer include open pollination. The product is then sold outside of any native range it might
have.   ED.
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Janis Solomon, Connecticut, 2018
Bill Snyder, Illinois 2016

Karen Syverson, Wisconsin, 2016
Richard Webb, Pennsylvania, 2016

Sally Wencel, Tennessee, 2018
Steve Windsor, Illinois, 2016

Laura Zigmanth, Michigan, 2018

Honorary Directors
Thomas Barnes, Kentucky, 2017

Neil Diboll, Wisconsin, 2015
Marc Evans, Kentucky, 2015
Bob Grese, Michigan, 2017

Janet Marinelli, New York, 2015
Lynn Steiner, Minnesota, 2017
Pat Sutton, New Jersey, 2017
Doug Tallamy, Delaware, 2017

Jerry Wilhelm, Illinois, 2015
Catherine Zimmerman, Maryland, 2015

Bill Snyder, retired executive from
the insurance industry, is serving his
mid four year term.
Karen Syverson, retired elementary
school teacher, is serving her second
term.
Janis Solomon, retired professor and
Department Director, was re-elected
for a second term.
Rick Webb, landscaper, is serving his
mid four year term.
Steve Windsor, chauffeaur, is serving
his second four year term.
Tim Lewis, technical writer, serving
my second four year term. I was elected
by the board as president.
Pam Dewey, accountantwith
extensive nonprofit board experience.
Pam was elected by the board as
treasurer.
John Magee, landscape designer.
Sally Wencel, attorneywith extensive
experience working with non-profit and
profit organizations. Sally was elected by
the board as vice president.
Laura Zigmanth, landscape designer. 

As you can see, we have a diversity of
talented people who are passionate about
Wild Ones. Geographically, the board is
spread out over the Midwest and East
Coast. Next election we’ll be seeking
representation west of the Mississippi. If at
any time you would consider serving on
the board, please let me know. If you’d
prefer not to take on the responsibility of a
director, you might consider volunteering
for one of the national board committees.
More to come on those needs in the next
issue’s notes. V

Welcome 
to our 

Newest Board Members

www.wildones.org   |   Wild Ones Journal   |   August/September/October 2014

Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices to preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration, and establishment of native plant communities.  Wild Ones is a not-
for-profit, environmental education and advocacy organization.

This year’s annual meeting brought
some new faces to the national board,

but it also lost some long-time members
who have been a huge part of the growth
we have experienced over the past several
years. 

I want to thank the four directors who
retired from the board for their dedicated
service to Wild Ones. During our annual
meeting, citations for distinguished service
were presented to each.
Joe Powelka served 17 years and held
every officer position.
Maryann Whitman served 12 years 
and continues to serve as editor of 
WILDONES JOURNAL.
Marty Rice served eight years and as
treasurer for five years.
Trish Hacker Hennig served four years.

Although we have been fortunate over 
the years to always have had wonderfully
dedicated Wild Ones members on the
board, I continue to be amazed by the
skill-set of the board. Each member brings
unique skills that will help us set the
direction of this organization. Most are
small business owners. 

Katrina Hayes, social worker &
therapist,was re-elected for a second
term. Trina was also elected by the
board as secretary. 
Jan Hunter, nurseryman, was re-
elected for a second term.
Bret Rappaport, attorney, has served
since 1995 and serves as our legal
counsel.
Dan Segal, nurseryman, is serving his
mid four year term.

Tim Lewis
President
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THOUGHTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Donna VanBuecken
Executive Director

Our Annual Appeal for donations is 
just around the corner so I thought I

would share these recent letters received
by headquarters staff. They both made me
smile; perhaps they will you too! — Donna

Dear Donna,
My pleasure to renew my membership in the
“Wild Ones.”
At age 88 I have a new internist in
Milwaukee. During our first “get to know
you” session he explained he was into areas
like the “Wild Ones.”
My nurse daughter, Mary, who had come 
with me to this first session burst into 
laughter and said my mom was one of those
early “Wild Ones” when the Bayside site 
was saved (Schlitz Audubon). 
Enuf – Have a great year. 
Annie Davidson McNitt

And here is one from 8-year-old Zoe Fotakis.

‘Hometown Habitat’ Film by 
Honorary Director, Producer 
Catherine Zimmerman

As a result of Catherine Zimmerman’s
showing of some preliminary footage of
her new film project “Hometown Habitat”
which features Doug Tallamy’s philosophy
about wildlife corridors at the annual
meeting, Green Bay Chapter pledged
$1000 and challenged all Wild Ones
chapters to make their own pledge. All
donations from Wild Ones chapters and
members are being funneled through Wild
Ones national so we can meet the requirement
of at least a $5,000 donation to enable Wild
Ones to be listed in the film’s credits. For
more information about the project, go to
www.themeadowproject.org Earmark your
donations to Wild Ones FBO Hometown
Habitat.

Wish List Item Delivered

Marilyn Jones, Twin Cities (MN) Chapter,
arrived at the Wild Center during our
annual conference, towing a trailer (yes all
the way from the Twin Cities!), carrying a
donation of one of our wish list items – a
golf car! Thank you Marilyn, our heroine!
Visitors enjoyed rides around the Center
during the annual conference.
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Mark Your 
Calendars

Oct 19, 2014
6:30 pm 

National Board Meeting 
via web-conference

Nov 8, 2014
Landscaping with Native Plants, 

Kliebhan Conference Center, 
Bonaventure Hall, 

Cardinal Stritch University, 
Milwaukee WI 

Keynote speaker: Heather Venhaus

Nov 15, 2014
8 am - 3:30 pm 

Lake-To-Prairie Chapter
Creating Harmony with Native Landscaping,

College of Lake County Bldg C, 
Grayslake, IL

Dec 14, 2014
6:30 pm 

National Board Budget Meeting 
via web-conference

John VanBuecken backs the car down the ramp for a
jubilant Marilyn as Dave Peck looks on. Both men are from
the Fox Valley Area Chapter.

During our Celebration, Jamie Fuerst
received a Citation for Distinguished
Service for Dedicated Support and
Extraordinary Commitment to Wild Ones
in completion of matters related to the
development of our new website. Here
she is shown (at right) with ballerina
Gwynedd Vetter-Drusch and Executive
Director Donna VanBuecken.



A few years later, 50 or so meters distant, separated by a dense
row of trees and shrubs, and in a much wetter habitat in which
water pools after every rain and seeps subsurficially much of the
year, blue bottle gentian – G. andrewsii— was sowed into a wet
prairie / sedge meadow reconstruction.

At first the two populations grew independently and remained
separate, but what I surmise was a combination of water borne
seed transport (along the shore of a pond whose edge both
populations are near), and bumblebee borne pollen transport,
conspired to bring gametes of the two species together, creating
what population geneticists call a hybrid swarm.

Observe in the sequence of images (at right) how a bumblebee
gyne (a potential queen of one of next year’s annual bumblebee
colonies) pries open a bottle gentian flower and dives in for a
long drink of nectar at the base of the large vessel. Apparently
the nectar is copious, because bumblebees may remain in a
single gentian flower for up to a minute.

While there are other populations of both species on the reserve (one hopes, out of
bumblebee range from each other) that may retain their genetic integrity, the rampant-
ness of the admixture at this site does give me pause.

And it gets worse! — On drier ground
up the slope, among a dense planting
dominated by prairie dropseed and little
bluestem grasses, a third gentian known
as downy or prairie gentian – Gentiana
puberulenta – was established from a
seed mix sowed 10 years ago to convert
the watershed of the reserve’s wetlands
from non-native hayfield to prairie
vegetation.

Unlike the two previously mentioned
species and their hybrids, the downy

gentian’s petals open wide at maturity (anthesis), admitting entry to small bees and even
to spindly-legged potential pollinators such as syrphid flies.

And now those perverse bumblebees have gone and defied the laws of speciesness and
created what appear to be hybrids of this third gentian species with the other two.
Honestly, I don’t know whether to feel that I have done some sort of wrong by creating
the situation that allowed this to happen … or simply to be intrigued by this unforeseen
outcome of my work, and to wonder what will come of it after I’m gone? V

Promiscuous Plants
continued from front page
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G. andrewsii x flavida 
PHOTO: James C. Trager

Possible G. puberulenta x andrewsii
PHOTO: James C. Trager

Possible G. flavida x puberulenta 
PHOTO: James C. Trager

Downy gentian (G. puberulenta)
PHOTO: James C. Trager

Gentiana
puberulenta

Gentiana
flavida

Gentiana
andrewsii

Notes from Tom Barnes, Botanist, University of Kentucky, author of Wildflowers and Ferns of Kentucky:
The genus name comes from Gentius, King of Illyria around 500 B.C. The species name comes from Latin meaning white.
Gentiana alba was first published by Muhlenberg in 1818 and Gray in 1846 first called the species Gentiana flavida.
They are the same plant and some experts consider G. alba to be the correct name because it was published first, but
other experts consider G. flavida to be the correct name because of a belief that the Muhlenberg publication was invalid
under the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature.
The native range for this species is from Canada down to Oklahoma, Arkansas, and North Carolina. It is most often
thought of as a prairie or grassland species but also occurs in open woodlands and savannas. In Kentucky it is considered
a rare species but it is widely sold in the nursery trade. There are some interesting notes about this species in that it will
hybridize with G. andrewsii giving a different looking flower that is cream colored with light blue tints at the edge of the
petals. In Kentucky, the time of flowering precludes hybridization in the wild, but it is something a hobbyist might undertake.
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Bringing your landscape to life, since 1972

NEW species are added every year!  Order your free 2014 catalog online:

prairienursery.com   800-476-9453  
 VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE  IN WESTFIELD, WI   DISPLAY GARDEN TOURS IN JUNE & AUGUST    LEARN MORE ONLINE

NEW SHRUBS

& MORE, IN 2014

Slugs—and you think you
have problems with them…

Slugs ate all my basil plants (SE
Michigan) this summer. Because of
the frequent rains, our slugs have
prospered.

While we vacationed in Washington
State, my daughter photographed a
typical indigenous slug of the Pacific
North West. It was exploring our
wood deck. The American quarter at
its tail end is approximately an inch in
diameter. So this youngster is about 5
inches long. I suppose the positive
aspect of this size is that it would be
too heavy to get up into my basil
plants—but can you imagine a baby
PNW slug??

PHOTO: Katharine Whitman

G R A P E V I N E
By Maryann Whitman

Use of Controversial Pesticides 
Banned in National Wildlife Refuges

After facing a series of legal challenges
from environmental groups around the
country, the United States Forestry
Service has issued a memorandum to the
effect that by January 2016, it will have
phased out use of neonicotinoid pesticides
and “genetically engineered crop seeds”
on National Wildlife Refuges (over 150
Million acres). “This conforms to the
Service’s Biological Integrity, Diversity,
and Environmental Health Policy” with
respect to the refuges, and is “based 
on the underlying principle of wildlife
conservation that favors management that
restores or mimics natural ecosystem
processes”. 

Neonicotinoid pesticides not only 
act as systemic poisons of pollinators, 
but widespread contamination by
neonicotinoids in soils and in surface
waters also poisons creatures like
earthworms and crayfish, thereby 
having effects on up the food chain. 

GM crops permit the
increasingly widespread
use of powerful and
indiscriminant pesticides
on row crops. 

Further, the Forestry
Service recognized that
“transitioning any refuge land
from a primarily agricultural use
to restored, native habitat works
to achieve the Service goal of
minimizing our carbon footprint as set
forth in Rising to the Urgent Challenge,
Strategic Plan for Responding to
Accelerating Climate Change 
(USFWS 2010).”

Don’t you feel like patting someone 
on the back—someone in Washington,
DC no less. Read more: http://www.center
forfoodsafety.org/press-releases/3298/
victory-fish-and-wildlife-service-to-phase-
out-neonicotinoids#

http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/press-releases/3298/victory-fish-and-wildlife-service-to-phaseout-neonicotinoids#


When Wild Ones President, Tim
Lewis, asked our Northfield Prairie

Partners Chapter if we would consider
hosting the meeting of Wild Ones National
Board in June of 2014, we were honored
and agreed to do this.

It was quite an intimidating task for our
three-year-old chapter, since we have only
thirty-five members. Our chapter decided
that our Board would handle the business
of making all the arrangements for the
meeting. In the end everyone helped.

A Place to Meet

The board proceeded. We checked to see
that we would have a place that could
handle the technological requirements for
the meeting. The best place we found was
the Northfield Senior Center which is
relatively new, and could meet our needs. 

We checked with the Northfield Chamber 
of Commerce and they suggested that we 
send out a packet of information to each
national board member. In the packet was
information about the businesses, restaurants,
motels, and local attractions. Northfield has
an interesting history and many know it as

that she had an important family event; a
wedding an event she was part of, therefore
she could not attend the National Board
meeting. 

We thought a dinner the evening before
the National Board meeting would let our
chapter members and president meet the
National Board members. First choice was
a local downtown restaurant but  they did
not want to reserve tables since they would
be very busy with the guests coming into
town for the Carleton College Reunion.
We found instead that Perkins Restaurant
(a Midwestern chain) would not only
reserve tables for us, but would give us an
entire room to ourselves. It turned out that
Perkins was directly across from the motel
where our guests would be staying.

Many members of our chapter were able 
to attend the dinner.  It was nice to be able
to talk informally with our guests, as we
were all very busy on Saturday during the
meeting. 

Catastrophes Did Happen

During the week of the National Board
meeting, heavy rains caused severe

the place where the outlaw Jesse James 
was defeated. Each September, Northfield
celebrates the Defeat of Jesse James Days
and thousands visit the city on the Cannon
River. Northfield is also the home of two well
know colleges, Carleton College and St. 
Olaf College. Lashbrook City Prairie Park
is named after the Lashbrook family that 
raised world famous cows. The slogan, 
Cows, Colleges, and Contentment, can 
be found on the signs entering the city. 

Securing Accommodations

The city has many unique accommodations
like the restored Archer House Hotel, but
when we checked on reservations, we found
that no rooms were available. The same 
was true of the other hotels in Northfield.
Eventually we found out that Carleton
College was having an all school reunion the
same weekend, June 21, of the Wild Ones
National Board Meeting. Luckily, we came
across the Best Value Motel, which had
vacancies and we asked the National Board
members to quickly make their reservations.

Glitches Were Handled

Our Prairie Partners President informed us
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60 YEARS OF PROPAGATING AND 
GROWING EXPERTISE

Natural Garden Natives® propagation facility 

847.742.1792 • fax 847.742.2655
www.naturalgardennatives.com
www.midwestgroundcovers.com

Cows, Colleges, and Contentment: Prairie Partners Hosts National Board Meeting
By Arlene Kjar, Past President and Membership Chair of Northfield Prairie Partners Chapter.

Edited by the Northfield Prairie Partner’s Newspaper Committee 
consisting of Fred Stanley, Corrine Heiberg, Cathi Gutfleisch and Sarah Duke Middleton.



flooding in Northfield. The Cannon River
runs through Northfield from the north to
the east and joins the Mississippi River 
in Red Wing Minnesota. High retaining
walls usually keep the river in its channel.
This time it became extremely swollen,
overflowing its banks.     

Not only did we have thousands attending
the Carleton Reunion, but roads and streets
were closed due to flooding and sandbagging.
The guests coming from neighboring cities
had to take detour routes because bridges
were out and highways were closed. 

Fortunately, the Northfield Senior Center,
Best Value Motel, and Perkins Restaurant
are all on the south side of town where
flooding was not occurring.  

While the flooding did not affect our plans,
it did provide some interesting sightseeing
for our guests. 

Volunteers Come Through with Food

The host chapter provides a brunch for
those attending the National Board
meeting. We asked our members if some
would like to volunteer an item and then
we would purchase the remaining items 
we would need.  Sixteen of our members
volunteered to bring food, and we had a
huge feast of homemade muffins, cookies,
breads, fresh fruits, cheese, cold cuts and
veggies. One member ordered a plate of

cold cuts and cheese for twenty-five from 
a local grocery store. We not only had a
brunch but had enough food for lunch. 

Entertainment

Although some hardy souls waded through
local natural area preserves on Friday, 
we decided that Saturday’s tour should 
be limited to the senior center. Most
impressive was the huge warm water pool,
spa, exercise room, and solar panels on the
roof. Outdoors is a patio with several raised
gardens. One garden is used solely for
native flowers and is maintained by a
Prairie Partner member.

It All Worked Out

We encourage chapters not to hesitate to
host a National Board meeting, for it was
really an honor to have our National Board
members come to our town. They devote 
a lot of their time and talents to making
Wild Ones the organization it is. 

We found our chapter coming together to
help solve each problem we came up
against as we planned for the Board’s 
visit. Six of the Minnesota Chapters had
representatives from their chapters present
at the meeting. We found that we have 
a really fantastic Wild Ones organization.
Hosts and guests all helped in some way 
to make the National Board meeting a
success. VBrunch for 11 attendees was exceptionally generous.

PHOTO: Arlene Kjar
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A Destination  

for Adventurous  

& Discerning  

Gardeners 

Since 1980 
 

Field-grown perennials, 

dried flowers, unique gifts, 

antiques & garden design. 
 

In the scenic Holy Hill area 

262-966-2787     

5890 Monches Rd. 

Colgate 

 

 Hours Vary Seasonally 

Please visit our website or 

call us for current hours 
 

www.monchesfarm.com 

 

Northfield River overflowing banks onto walkways.
PHOTO: Tim Lewis



found their way to the untended garden
beds, growing six feet tall. While the ruby-
throated humming bird can whiz through
the columns without a change in his
course, I am unable to reach my house
without brushing against the gargantuan
plants on both sides of the walkway. I am
humbled as their growth in only three
months overshadows my own. 

Even while demonstrating the vivacity of
life, the milkweed already displays the
inevitable cycle toward death. Each stalk
exhibits the cycle: with the unborn
blossoms at the top, still nestled in their
respective sepals, the middle-aged flowers
at their prime, all the way down to the
oldest flowers, some hanging limply, their
bells having fallen to the outstretched
leaves below. 

This life-giving plant will eventually be
replaced by more column-like plants that
are competing for sunlight nearby. The
many evening primroses (Oenothera
biennis), await their turn to bask in the
glory and come out with their yellow
blossoms after the milkweed has lost all of
its pink-hued umbels. Nature, coupled
with a respectful distance by us humans,
has allowed the natural balance of flowers
to thrive in our uninhibited garden. V

By Artemis Eyster 

Artemis is a senior at Chelsea High School
in southeast Michigan. She is a member of
the Washtenaw Audubon Society and
Michigan Botanical Club and is currently
the artist for the Huron Valley Chapter.
Artemis can often be found birding and
botanizing around her property and
nearby parks as she observes the natural
world with the companionship of her note-
book and watercolors. She is planning a
career in Environmental Policy.   ED.

They are taller than my head. They
stand swaying in the afternoon breeze;

great columns of life. The giant milkweed 
(Asclepias syriaca) calls the edge of my
sidewalk, “home.” I am overwhelmed by
the fragrance of the blossoms that are at the
level of my nose, making it impossible not
to breathe in the rich odor. 

As I stand, my other senses become
keenly aware of the rich biodiversity that
this single plant is supporting. Its leaves
and pom-pom-like blossoms are erupting
with life, in all shapes and sizes. While it 
is well known that native plants support
more life than introduced ones, the
plethora and diversity of insects on one
pillar of milkweed exceeds the amount 
on all the remaining introduced plants in
our garden. 

Long-legged flies dance on the broad
leaves, their iridescent emerald abdomens
reflecting the afternoon rays, as stygian
ants meticulously seek out the nectar of
the flowers. Wasps and blue-bottle flies
also stop at the tall stalks as they make
their way around the overgrown garden,
just as a mourning cloak butterfly flops
down gracefully to peruse the latest
flowers that have just opened in the day’s
sunlight. In contrast, the nonnative
daylilies that managed to stay healthy in a
neighboring part of our yard are
astonishingly bare of visiting insect life.

My family did “garden” in the traditional
way at one point. Foreign perennials and
annuals once grew on either side of the
path leading toward our house. However,
time and Mother Nature have taken their
toll; and the seeds of the native milkweed
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VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.
Ameritech.net/users/rasillon/Seed.html
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Milkweed towering over author Artemis Eyster.

The Milky Way

M i l k w e e d M i l k
Ripe, open milkweed pod.

PHOTO: Betty Hall 

http://www.Ameritech.net/users/rasillon/Seed.html
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w e e d M i l k w e e d
Ripe milkweed seed with floss.
PHOTO: Betty Hall 

Useful Resources
Websites:
n Service Pollinator webpage and
HQ/Regional Pollinator Coordinators
contact information:
https://inside.fws.gov/go/post/EC-
Pollinators

n Monarch Joint Venture:
http://monarchjointventure.org/

n The Xerces Society:
http://www.xerces.org/

n http://www.wildones.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/02/Milkweed-
Basics.pdf

n http://www.wildones.org/learn/native-
plants-and-landscaping/gathering-res
cuing-and-propagating/plant-rescues/ 

Habitat Assessment Tool:
n Monarch Breeding Habitat
Assessment Tool. University of
Minnesota Monarch Lab and
Monarch Joint Venture. Online at:
http://monarchjointventure.org/image
s/uploads/documents/Habitat_Assess
ment_Tool_Final_test.pdf

Milkweeds Information and 
Seed Sources:
n Border, B. and E. Lee-Mader.
2014. Milkweeds: A Conservation
Practitioner’s Guide. 143 pp. Portland,
OR: The Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation. Online at:
http://www.xerces.org/milkweeds-a-
conservation-practitioners-guide/

n Pollinator Plants of the Central United
States: Native Milkweeds (Asclepias spp.)
(2013). The Xerces Society for
Invertebrate Conservation, 
Portland OR, in collaboration 
with USDA-NRCS. Online at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FS
E_PLANTMATERIALS/publicatio
ns/mopmcpu11905.pdf

n Great Basin Pollinator Plants: Native
Milkweeds (Asclepias spp.)(2012).
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate
Conservation, Portland OR, in
collaboration with USDA-NRCS
Great Basin Plant Materials Center,
Fallon NV. NVPMC Technical 
Note No. 56. Online at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FS
E_PLANTMATERIALS/publicatio
ns/nvpmctn11525.pdf

n WILDONES JOURNAL. Wild Ones:
Native Plants, Natural Landscapes,
Neenah, WI . 2013 Vol 26. No. 1
Online at:
http://www.wildones.org/download/
Journold/2013Vol26No1%20Journal.
pdf

USFWS: Collecting, Processing,
Storing and Sowing Milkweed Seed

By Wedge Watkins, USFWS, 
and Becky Erickson, Wild Ones member, 

Mid-Missouri Chapter.

The decline of Northeast Monarch
butterflies is at a critical level. The

Mexican overwintering population has
declined from using an area of 22 acres to
about one acre. There are many reasons
for the decline, including loss of habitat,
both in Mexico and in their Midwest
migration route throughout North
America. What can we do to help
Monarchs now and in the near future?
1. Scout out areas for milkweed plants.
Learn to identify at least common
milkweed and swamp milkweed. 
Here in the Midwest, others you might
find are Sullivan’s, purple, tall green,
butterfly, whorled, or spider [in un-
glaciated areas]. Common milkweed
grows on field edges and roadsides
where soil has been disturbed. It is a tall
robust plant with wide opposite leaves.
Pale pink flowers grow in large clusters
from leaf nodes and are oh-so fragrant!
Pods are about 4 inches long, 1.5 in. in
diameter, and are usually covered with
scattered extended knobs. Swamp
milkweed grows in ditches and other
muddy areas. It is tall, smooth with long
pointed opposite leaves. Bright pink
flowers usually cluster on the top of the
plant. Pods are about 3 inches long, 
½ in. in diameter, smooth, and point
upward in a cluster.

2. Don’t mow areas where you find
milkweed growing.

3. Delay fall prescribed burns until
milkweed seed has been collected 
from burn units.

4. Collect seed pods from milkweed when
they are ready. Pods are ready when
they are dry, gray or brown. If center
seam pops with a gentile pressure, they
can be picked. If they are starting to
fluff out, of course they can be collected.
It is best to collect pods into paper bags
such as lunch sacks or grocery bags.
Label the bag as to location and habitat
and the species. Store in an air-
conditioned space until processed.

5. Process the seed (remove the seed 
from pods and silk). All manner of
mechanical devices have been tried 
for cleaning in bulk. Most methods 
are unsuccessful unless you have the
equipment of a wholesale seed nursery.
It is time consuming to clean seed by
hand, but it is the most efficient way.
Hold pod in both hands by the ends.

Pop it open enough to hold thumb over
silk. Open pod a bit more so you can
tease seed into a container. Drop silk
into another container; when it becomes
unruly, spray it with a little water. There
could be seed still with the silk and pods
[“trash”], so discard the pods where the
remaining seed might grow.

6. Store seed properly. Seed needs to 
be completely dry. Seed is a living plant.
When air temperature and humidity
added together are < 100, there is a very
good chance seed will retain viability for
a few years. If the combined number
reaches 150, the seed has lost viability.
SO: do not leave seed in a locked
vehicle in the sun with the windows
closed nor in a closed container in an
outdoor shed. DO NOT FREEZE
seed; they have moisture in them and
will explode and won’t germinate if
frozen. After processing, store in a clean
plastic container in refrigerator. Label:
“species, year, for planting location”

7. Identify appropriate areas to sow the
seed. While you were collecting you
noted habitat. Find another area where
habitat is similar and there are few/no
milkweeds growing. Do not sow in areas
likely to be sprayed with Glyphosate or
other herbicides.

8. Prepare the planting site if needed 
(this can be done with common garden
tools). If the planting site such as a 
strip next to a field or road is thick with
fescue or brome or some other alien
vegetation, it would be beneficial to
spray glyphosate over the area to be
planted several weeks before planting.
Then mow short and scruff up the
surface with a rake. Do not till.

9. Sow the seed on bare soil prior to 
the first snow; sometime between
Halloween and Christmas is best. If soil
is workable, germination success would
be higher if seed is raked a bit into the
surface. But this is not necessary. Simply
walk on the seed for good contact. 
A very light cover of weed-free dead
vegetation or leaves [mulch] can be
helpful to keep seedlings from drying
out in early summer.

10.GPS the seed collection site and
planting location or mark it correctly 
on a map or aerial photo. A photo of 
the location would also help future
monitoring efforts. V

http://www.wildones.org/learn/nativeplants-and-landscaping/gathering-rescuing-and-propagating/plant-rescues/
http://monarchjointventure.org/images/uploads/documents/Habitat_Assessment_Tool_Final_test.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/mopmcpu11905.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/nvpmctn11525.pdf
http://www.wildones.org/download/Journold/2013Vol26No1%20Journal.pdf


www.wildones.org   |   Wild Ones Journal   |   August/September/October 201410

G R A P E V I N E
By Maryann Whitman

A Word to the Wise…
We don’t usually report on the
ramifications of invasive plants
growing across the ocean but this 
item deserves serious thought, as it 
is a scourge that we share. 

In the United Kingdom and in parts
of Europe the presence of Japanese
Knotweed (Fallopia japonica), on a
property is causing mortgages to be
denied.

It grows to 7 and 8 feet in the U.K.’s
mild climate, spreads rampantly by
roots that are known to crack patios
and even foundations, and getting 
rid of it is a long, expensive process.
While a property may be declared 
free of knotweed after 3 to 5 year’s
treatment with glyphosate,
recontamination can happen all too
easily. “Even the tiniest bit of leftover
root can cause regrowth, which means
that digging up knotweed is not so
much a matter of making a hole, 
as it is of carrying out a large-scale
excavation. The “crown” or “head” of
a knotweed infestation can be the size
of a bull’s head, with scores of roots
radiating out from it like strands of
hair,” says one remediation expert. 

Disposal of removed live knotweed
from ones property can be a costly and
complicated process in another sense.
Under the Environmental Act (1990),
in the U.K., the same rules that
govern disposal of toxic waste apply to
knotweed. Anyone removing this
waste must be appropriately licensed.
Simply dumping it in trash or landfill
is strictly forbidden, and can be
punished by fines or imprisonment
(Wildlife and Countryside Act of
1981).

Knotweed, according to the USDA
(http://plants.usda.gov) grows in all
but nine of the United States, and
three provinces in Canada. Wild Ones
members may go to 2010Vol23No3
Journal.pdf, in the Members Only
section of our site, under Archived
Wild Ones Journals, to find an article
by Janet Allen titled “Invasives on 
the Horizon: Japanese Knotweed:
Godzilla of the Plant World”.

Wild Ones Business Member,
Midwest Groundcovers, LLC, is

the recipient of the 2014 Illinois Invasive
Species Awareness Month (ISAM)
Business of the Year award for its
leadership in developing the relationship
between the green industry and
conservation. 

“Midwest Groundcover’s willingness 
to work hard to keep the dialogue on
invasive species and the green industry
open and productive is invaluable to
Illinois,” said Chris Evans, Illinois
Wildlife Action Plan Invasive Species
Campaign Coordinator.

Since 2002, Midwest Groundcovers has
partnered with leading Chicagoland
research organizations and dialogued
with conservation partners in order to
assess invasive species and determine
the appropriate courses of action. In
2005, Midwest Groundcovers became a
founding member of the Illinois Invasive
Species Council (IISPC). The IISPC not
only serves as an advisory board to the
IDNR, but also works to minimize the
adverse economic and ecological effects
that invasive plants pose to the state of
Illinois.

“We are concerned about the health 
of our natural areas and the adverse
environmental and financial
consequences caused by invasive
species,” said Trish Beckjord, Midwest
Groundcovers Native Plant Specialist.
“But even plants labeled as ‘potentially
invasive’ may still have appropriate
garden applications. The key is to help
our customers select the right plant for
the right place, which ensures long-term
planting success,” Beckjord added.

Midwest Groundcovers continually
invests in tools, resources, and solutions
to help its customers consider
appropriate plant choices and to educate
consumers about the threat of invasive
species. The company developed
Midwest Solutions® and Garden
Artistry™ to provide information on tried
and true, attractive, vigorous, yet well-
behaved plant combinations. With
Midwest’s web-based Advanced Plant
Search tool, customers can search the

company’s robust online plant database
for site-suitable plants.

“It is our aim to educate the public
through our conservation partners and
website, and to make positive, proactive,
responsible, and practical decisions
regarding actions towards invasive
species,” said Christa Orum-Keller,
Midwest Groundcovers Vice President
and owner. “We want to be part of the
conversation. We want to have an
influence on what’s best for the
industry,” Orum-Keller added.

For more information on Midwest
Groundcovers, LLC, visit
www.midwestgroundcovers.com.

For more information on Illinois
Invasive Species Awareness Month, 
visit www.invasive.org/illinios/.

About Midwest Groundcovers, LLC

Midwest Groundcovers, LLC, is an
industry leader in the propagation,
growth, and wholesale distribution of
quality container nursery stock. Midwest
operates five production facilities in
three cities: St. Charles, IL; Virgil, IL;
and Glenn, MI. Each year these 
facilities produce over twenty million
containerized plants, including more
than 100 different ground cover varieties;
over 240 species of local ecotype native
plants identified as Natural Garden
Natives™; 140 regional Midwest native
species of which some are naturally
occurring selections; more than 500
varieties of perennials and ornamental
grasses; and over 170 varieties of
deciduous shrubs, native shrubs,
broadleaf evergreens, hardy shrub roses,
conifers, and vines.

Contact Jill Bondi, Marketing Manager
of Midwest Groundcovers, LLC, for
more information. V

Midwest Groundcovers Receives  2014 
ISAM 

Award



There have been hundreds of stories and a great
deal of research done about the death of

honey bee colonies. It should be no surprise that
honey bees are just the tip of a huge problem.
Native bees, other insects, songbirds and the
whole food chain are being affected by habitat
loss, insecticides and a host of other pests. The
consequences are very serious and troubling.
One example is the monarch butterfly. In Mexico
the winter of 2012-13 the base population of these
amazing travelers was estimated to be 60 million, an
all-time low. Just one year later, last winter, the estimated
populations had fallen to only 3 million, a new, much smaller, 
all time low.  There is even some concern that the
species is at a low critical mass and may not be able 
to recover a viable population. It seems clear that
something must be done to turn this trend around.

To help with this effort, Prairie Restorations Inc. 
has implemented a new initiative that we hope 
will add critical habitat to urban and suburban
neighborhoods. We believe this must be done. The
program is called “Sowing it Back Together” and the goal is 
to convert 25% of all the existing traditional horticultural
landscapes, usually turf-based, to some kind of native landscape
over the next ten years. It is a misconception is that only large
areas of prairie, wetlands or forests are what is needed for
pollinators and wildlife. In reality all areas can matter – even
small urban gardens, rain gardens, green roofs, naturalized
shorelines and roadsides, if they incorporate native plants. Even
an area as small as 500 square feet that has been restored to

some mix of native plants can be helpful. It is
estimated that if we were to convert 25% of the
mowed turf areas in the United States back to
some mix of native plants, we would gain 10
million acres of natural habitat. The impact
would be huge, and it would be something that
millions of property owners could be a part of.
Maybe all of these people would even become
Wild Ones members! 

To aid homeowners in making this change, Prairie
Restorations has designed 7 kits; 5 for central and

southern Minnesota and 2 designed specifically for the
northern regions. Anyone with a yard can chose to
start “Sowing it Back Together”. The kits include
custom wildflower and grass seed blends, a
minimum of 120 plants along with a yard sign and all
the information they will need to be successful. This
is really designed for the do-it-yourselfer, but Prairie
Restorations will also provide our services if clients
do not feel comfortable handling the steps in the

planting process themselves. Information regarding this initiative
and other helpful information on native plants of Minnesota can
be found on our website at www.prairieresto.com.

Prairie Restorations, Inc. and its clients have been “Sowing it
Back Together” for over 37 years. We have always been
compelled to empower and educate others about the benefits 
of native plant communities and that every small amount can
make a difference. We know this program will help make a
change for good! V
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Solutions for the Natural Landscaper

Lakeshore Cleaners  
Inc

Watch Them Grow 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

    

By Erin O’Leary, 
Prairie Restorations, Inc.

Prairie Restorations 
is a long-time Wild
Ones business member.

ED.



Generosity of Local 
Small Grant Foundations
We were able to keep the registration fee
low because of the generosity of several key
organizations. Our thanks goes out to WE
Energies Foundations, the Community
Foundation of the Fox Valley Region and
the Wild Ones Illinois Chapters (Greater
duPage, Illinois Prairie, Lake to Prairie,
North Park Nature Center and Rock River
Valley). West Cook Chapter donated the
license fee to allow us to show the Jens Jensen:
The Living Green video and Will County
donated highly sought after silent auction gifts. 
Silent Auction
Chapters and Wild Ones members donated
wonderful silent auction gifts. Gifts included
everything from a recycled desk to some
accessories which included native seed in
their production. Other items such as needle-
work, books, prints and garden tools were
also popular, with the highlight being a food
basket made up of Wisconsin food products.
Total proceeds amounted to $1209.50 and
were donated to Catherine Zimmerman’s
new video Hometown Habitat.

Gwynedd’s Recital
Following Chip Taylor’s presentation on
how to restore the monarch population, Wild
Ones members who stayed to participate 
in Moving for Monarchswere treated to a 
9-minute ballet recital by Gwynedd Vetter-
Drusch followed by our own production of
the Wild Ones Monarch Move.
Publicity in our Community
We had wonderful publicity for this
conference. From the local Wisconsin
Gannett Media newspapers, to 91.1 The
Avenue radio station, to the many other
local media sources and organizations who
publicized our celebration, we couldn’t have
been more pleased with the distribution of
the announcement of this happening. Start
planning now to join us next year, August
14-15 for another excellent celebration! 
For those of you who missed the beauty 
of the Wild Ones prairie during the 
35th Anniversary Celebration/ Annual
Conference, you’ll find an inspiring 
video taken by Rob Zimmer, one of our
conference speakers, on the annual
conference weblink http://www.wildones.
org/2014-wild-ones-annual-conference/

Wild Ones 35thAnniversary Celebration    
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Thank you to our 
Sponsors/Donors

ROCK RIVER VALLEY

NORTH PARK VILLAGE NC

NORTHERN KANE COUNTY

LAKE-TO-PRAIRIE

ILLINOIS PRAIRIE

GREATER DUPAGE

WILL COUNTY

WEST COOK

Our meadow was in its 
glory for our Celebration.

Gwynedd with young Moving For Monarchs dancers.
PHOTO: Tim Lewis

tommytroutphoto.com

Virginia Watson of the Rock River Valley Chapter brought her
Monarch Habitat with her to the Conference as she would not
be home to tend her charges. We watched, enthralled, as one
of her monarch’s emerged from its chrysalis. The next day she
released it into the WILD Center meadow.   tommytroutphoto.com

http://www.wildones.org/2014-wild-ones-annual-conference/


Food and Water for All
Although the Wild Ones staff played a huge
part in making the conference a success, it
ran especially smoothly because of the
members of the Fox Valley Area Chapter
who made sure the site was set-up, cleaned
up and everyone was well-nourished and
hydrated. Thanks Kristen Kauth, and the crew.
Thanks to all
From the speakers who traveled from afar,
to the fine Wisconsin food and drink
enjoyed by all, to the volunteers who helped
everything run smoothly, to Penny Bernard
Schaber who presented the Wisconsin
Citation of Commendation, to ballerina
Gwynedd Vetter-Drusch who
helped us develop our
Monarch Moves for the
“Dance of Life,” to the Wild
Ones members who traveled
from all over the USA, and to
the Fox Valley residents, thank
you all for celebrating with us.
We believe everyone had a
wonderful time. 

   |Annual Conference • AUG. 15-17, 2014
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Citation of Commendation to Wild Ones 
from the State of Wisconsin

KNOW YOU BY THESE PRESENTS:
WHEREAS, Wild Ones was founded 35 years ago in Wisconsin
on the philosophy of natural landscaping; and

WHEREAS, Wild Ones is a national not-for-profit organization
with a mission to educate and share information with
members and community at the “plants-roots” level; and

WHEREAS, Wild Ones is made up of a dedicated body of
volunteers, including all members of the Executive

Committee, Board of Directors and chair people; and

WHEREAS, the Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Program,
established in 1996, motivates and rewards places of
learning and other organized groups to share the Wild Ones
vision of using native plants in natural landscapes to
preserve biodiversity by educating the users of facilities and
the community; and

WHEREAS, Wild Ones has established the Wild Ones Institute
of Learning and Development to showcase and further their
mission of native plants in natural landscapes, as well as 
to preserve the Guckenberg-Sturm marsh which is the last
remaining working marsh on Little Lake Butte Des Morts,
which is part of the Fox River water and the Great Lakes
watershed; and

WHEREAS, Wild Ones launched the Wild for Monarchs
campaign to support the monarch population and their
migration through education about native plants; and

WHEREAS, Wild Ones has successfully published an
educational newsletter since 1988, now known as the 
WILD ONES JOURNAL, a publication which has become known
throughout the country with university and public libraries
requesting copies for their shelves.

THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Representative Penny
Bernard Schaber, on behalf of the Wisconsin State Assembly
and the residents of the City of Appleton, do hereby
congratulate Wild Ones on the occasion of their 35th
Anniversary and do hope for many successful years to come.

Dated this 25th day of April, 2014

Representative Penny Bernard Schaber
State Representative
57th Assembly District

Representative Penny Bernard Schaber
presented Wild Ones President Tim Lewis
with a Citation of Commendation 
from the State of Wisconsin. 

Right: One of our Celebration speakers, Chip
Taylor of Monarch Watch, (center) with our
own Donna VanBeucken and Tim Lewis.

The conference attendees listened to lectures, inside the spacious tent, while cool breezes wafted in from
the adjacent woods.



This article is much more than a review of the book Living Landscape, it might also have
appeared as an essay by Tom, titled A Garden Ethic for a Living Landscape. Tom’s
opinions shine through in every turn of a carefully chosen word or crafted phrase. 
A retired professor of English he is not shy about educating his reader.

The numbers that follow quotes from books are the page numbers in the books wherein
the words appear. Books referred to are listed at the end of the article.     ED.

An Ethical Obligation to Life

What is our obligation to this living landscape,
aside from “making a garden and living in
it” (9)? Our ultimate ethical obligation is,
simply, to life. More scientifically, if you
will, to “biological function.” Or, perhaps,
to “ecosystem services.”

For me, the crux of the book’s argument
consists in its central chapter, by Tallamy,
“The Ecological Functions of Gardens:
What Landscapes Do.” It’s here that
Tallamy questions the “anthropocentric
focus” of the term “ecosystem services”: 

All living things [he emphasizes]
require ecosystem services to make it in
this world, not just humans, and there
will be no ecosystem function without
the myriad of life forms that create it…
The relationship between landscaping
practices and the production of vital
ecosystem services has created ethical
issues never before faced by gardeners
[emphasis added] (119). 

The Necessity of Complexity

Even if we persist in our blinkered focus
on human benefits, Tallamy argues, our
true need is nonetheless “ecosystem
complexity itself”: complexity of design,
food webs, and “ecosystem interactions”
(118-119). This biological complex of
interactions is precisely what is lacking in
the unsustainable, unsustaining fragments
to which we have reduced natural
ecosystems. Only through linking these
fragments by means of our very own
managed landscapes can we “preserve the
integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic
community” (Leopold). Only thus can we
serve ourselves ethically.

In its exposition of design principles, The
Living Landscape always implies an ethical
basis:
n The purpose of linking is not simply to
provide “biological corridors” through

B O O K  R E V I E W
By Tom Small

and beauty of the biotic
community. It is wrong
when it tends otherwise.”

Moreover, like Darke and
Tallamy, he always included the human
factor. Leopold’s was an “ethic dealing
with man’s relation to the land and to the
animals and plants which grow upon it”
(Leopold, 218).

Darke and Tallamy, aside from being
friends and neighbors, are both specialists.
Tallamy’s writing is informed by his
scientific research in entomology and
wildlife ecology, as well as by his
experience in restoring the natural
ecosystem of his own land. Darke’s
background includes his major role in
designing the plantings at Longwood
Gardens in Pennsylvania, his studies of
plant communities throughout the 
world, and his fascination with “garden
narratives,” the stories that a landscape
tells about the many interactions between
human culture and ecological process—
traces, tools, and structures left behind 
by settlement, farming, paths, roadways,
and industry. To Darke, a landscape is 
like a palimpsest, a parchment document
scratched out and written over many
times, leaving traces that can reveal, to the
practiced eye, what was almost erased (83).
Whatever their differences, scientifically
and culturally, both are ecologists.
Together, they call for a “new ethics”
based on a “modern recipe for inclusive
habitat” (131). 

Their book, however, is not a recipe-book.
In part, it’s an art-book, filled with
beautiful photography by both authors and
including Darke’s emphasis on the art of
observation and the “art of ethical,
functional design” (9). Basically, it’s an
ecological explication of natural design and
process, both in the wild and as it pertains
to our gardens and our lives—as active
participants in a living landscape.
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THE LIVING LANDSCAPE:
Designing for beauty and biodiversity 

in the home garden 
By Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy

Beauty is function; function is
beautiful. Is that all you need to

know on earth? Well, not quite. But it’s
close. 

It’s certainly the lesson that came across
most powerfully in Rick Darke’s key-
note addresses at this year’s Wildflower
Association of Michigan conference. And
it’s reinforced in the newly published book
that he and Doug Tallamy co-authored, 
The Living Landscape: Designing for Beauty
and Biodiversity in the Home Garden (Timber
Press, 2014). However, woven through
Darke’s talks, Tallamy’s keynote addresses
at the 2013 WAM conference, and their
new book is a theme even more compelling
than their call to expand our aesthetic sense
of beautiful landscape to include its function
as habitat, its ability to sustain a rich,
complex web of living relationships.

For me, the importance of their book lies
not in its emphasis on functional design
but in its argument that what we most
need is a new garden ethic—a sense of
what is fundamentally right or wrong for
the whole community of life. Although
Darke and Tallamy don’t mention him,
the ethic which underlies their entire
argument strikes me as a re-focusing, 
for home gardeners, of the “land ethic”
developed by Aldo Leopold. 

Beauty and the Human Factor

Beauty was an important consideration for
Leopold, as in the classic formulation of
his land ethic: “A thing is right when it
tends to preserve the integrity, stability,



which animals and plants can move 
but to create habitat in which they can
“successfully reproduce”—spaces which
will “support entire life cycles of local
biodiversity” (116).

n The “best strategy” for achieving full
“biological function” in our gardens 
is through “reintroducing layers to
residential landscapes” (13). The major
part of the book is devoted to analyzing
and illustrating the vertical, horizontal,
temporal, cultural , and “edge” layers
essential to this restorative process.

n Only complex layering provides the
myriad niches necessary to support 
full diversity of specialized species. 

nWe should aim for the “highest
supportable diversity.” An important
(and underdeveloped) corollary to 
this principle is that we must “avoid
unsustainable variety” (151).
Experiment is good. Experiment
without careful attention to context, both
local conditions and the larger landscape
beyond, is a waste of resources (127). 

n Every garden must have a “core group”
of productive—i.e. fully functional—
native plants (108). This again requires
careful choices because the key concept
is not native but functional. Some natives
provide little function; some are superbly

multi-functional. Beyond the essential
“core group,” both Tallamy and Darke
allow latitude for choosing according to
our own tastes—e.g., a low-functioning
native or a “colorful” non-native. On 
the other hand, as Tallamy insists, every
species makes a difference—in its local
ecosystem (100-101).

n In this time of climate change, with all its
stresses and uncertainties for the future
of virtually every ecosystem, our criteria
for choosing plant species must
include their potential for
carbon sequestration, as
Tallamy advocates in the
planting of oaks (112). 

nWe must enlarge our sense of
what is beautiful to include the
“irregularities and imperfections” in
a community of plants that result from
“years or decades of adaptation to ever-
changing conditions.” To replicate such 
a community in a “managed” landscape
requires, says Darke, two essentials:
“seeds—and time” (89). Beauty consists
in temporal interaction and adaptation,
not just composition. “The first and final
order of the creation,” as Wendell Berry
observes, is like that of a drama, “an order
in which things find their places and their
values… according to their energies, their
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DVDs For Sale
Just the DVD you’ve been waiting 
for – “The Vital New Role of the
Suburban/Urban Garden.” We now
have Doug Tallamy’s (award winning
author of Bringing Nature Home: How
Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our
Gardens) most recent presentations
available for you on DVD. Filmed
during the January Wild Ones Fox
Valley Area “Toward Harmony
with Nature Conference,” the
DVD is in two parts. Part 1: “The
Value of Having Native Plants in
our Yards” and Part 2: “Creating
Healthy, Biodiverse Neighborhood

Corridors” along with the added
bonus of the Wild Ones song written
and sung by folksinger Steve Hazell.
Just $10, shipping and handling
included. Go to http://www.wildones.
org/wild-ones-store/product-category/
miscellaneous/ to order on-line or stop
by the WILD Center to pick one up in
person and save the s&h. And don’t
forget to plan to share with friends and
family. At this price, they’re sure to go
fast, so order today. Don’t delay!

© Copyright 2014 Wild Ones Natural Landscapers, L
td.

Toward Harmony with Nature 2014
Native Plants, Natural Landscapes

Doug Tallamy   
1 - The Value of Having Native 

Plants in Our Yards
2 - Creating Healthy, Biodiverse 

Neighborhood Corridors
January 25, 2014 

     

  

     

  

     

  

     

  

     

  

     

  

     

  

     

 

The Inside Story
by Janice Stiefel

This book includes indepth 
information on plants and related 
insects. These stories originally 

appeared in the The Outside 
Story and the Wild Ones Journal 
and have been compiled by her 
husband, John, into a wonderful 

go to book. Just $25.

To order this book go to 
www.wildones.org or call  

1-877-394-9453.

http://www.wildones.org/wild-ones-store/product-category/miscellaneous/
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powers, by which they co-operate or
affect and influence each other.” 

n Every gardener must develop the art of
observation. Our role in the “drama of
creation” is not that of director. Perhaps
we are merely stage managers, observers
from slightly offstage, waiting patiently,
watchful for cues.

The Ethical Problem of Cultivars

The Living Landscape, as a book, provides
admirable precepts, but it does not resolve
some of our most vexing ethical dilemmas.
It offers only sketchy treatment of
cultivars and non-natives. “It’s time to
stop worrying about where plants come
from,” Darke insists, “and instead focus on
how they function in today’s ecology. After
all, it’s the only one we have” (7). Such a
view directs us away from some ideal 
pre-settlement past and places us firmly 
in the culturally eclectic and ecologically
disrupted here and now. But we are
nonetheless faced with the ethical
problem of determining, as carefully as
possible, how much function persists in a
cultivar or non-native. Because function 
is the key concept, isn’t it? 

For Darke, as for Leopold, “stability” is a
necessary element of a land ethic and of
function. Therein consists another
dilemma. Increasingly, writers indebted to
Leopold’s land ethic emphasize that
“stability” may not be possible in this time
of climate change with its attendant
uncertainties and disruptions. Instead, the
criterion must be ecological “resilience,” a
measure of how much stress a system can
absorb and, although transformed and
simplified, still persist as a self-regulating
and viable system. The book barely
recognizes the problem. 

The Artistry of Time

I wish Darke had developed more fully his
delight in cultural layering. He gives only
passing attention to the land as a palimpsest
on which a close observer can read the
many-layered stories of local cultural
history (81). Likewise, he barely suggests
the aesthetic traditions that he draws upon:
the 18th-century “picturesque” aesthetic
and its later developments in the English
cottage garden and the Arts and Crafts
garden to which Darke devoted an earlier
book, In Harmony with Nature (2000). If we
are to enjoy what Darke calls the “artistry
of time,” including its incorporation of 
our disruptions, we must master the art 
of observing the interactions of natural 
and cultural processes.  

In both the present book and the earlier
one, Darke quotes David Abram: “In
contrast to the . . . global character of the

but it lacks the interplay of two voices in
conversation. 

What I admire in both men and what I 
felt so wonderfully when listening to 
them speak at Wildflower Association
conferences is their delight in the vivid
details, ever-changing beauty, and
undivided wholeness of living landscape.
What impresses me about them is the
inclusiveness of their generosity. They
need to share their joy and delight with 
us. They want us to see the beauty,
understand what we are losing, and
collaborate with each other and with
nature in our own vital function as
gardeners. 

Wildly Functional Is the Standard

If their collaboration seems to fall
somewhat short of what Leopold means
by “integrity” and physicist David Bohm
calls “undivided wholeness in flowing
movement,” keep in mind that neither
“wild” nor “natural” is their standard 
for judgment. Darke’s phrase perhaps 
best expresses their objective: “wildly
functional” (56). The ideal, for both Rick
Darke and Doug Tallamy, is the “second
nature” espoused by Michael Pollan. 

Their book provides myriad hints and
patterns for us to follow. More than that,
however, it requires of us a difficult
collaboration: to learn the art of
observation, appreciate all the beauty,
make the ethical choices, and, like the
book, personify, as best we can, “the new
balance between humans and nature that
will happen right in our gardens” (9).
That’s what a truly living landscape calls 
us to do. V

BOOKS REFERRED TO:

Abram, David. Becoming Animal: An
Earthly Cosmology. 2011.

Berry, Wendell, A Continuous
Harmony: Essays Cultural and
Agricultural. 1972

Bohm, David. Wholeness and the
Implicate Order. Routledge, 2002.

Darke, Rick. In Harmony with Nature:
Lessons from the Arts and Crafts Garden.
2000.

Leopold, Aldo, “The Land Ethic,”
in A Sand County Almanac.Oxford,
1996.

Pollan, Michael. Second Nature: A
Gardener’s Education. 1991.

Walker, Brian, and David Salt.
Resilience Thinking: Sustaining
Ecosystems in a Changing World. 2006.

technologically mediated world, the
sensuous world . . . is always local” (In
Harmony with Nature, 12). In his relish for
the sensuous world of plants and patterns,
Darke stops well short of what Abram
evokes in his recent book, Becoming
Animal, a visionary experience of a living
landscape that enters into direct sensory
communion with us, prompting us to
renounce our stores of “mammalian
intelligence” and simply revel in the
experience of “the living land that sustains
us”. Therein, perhaps, lies Darke’s
limitation. He sees us as delighted
observers and designers in nature. We 
are no longer Leopold’s “conquerors,” 
but neither are we full and empathetic
participants in the “land-community.” 

Birds in Every Layer

Tallamy, for all of his scientific approach,
sometimes comes closer than Darke to
direct participation in living landscape.
He’s more specific about plant-insect-bird
interactions. In his section on “Birds in
Every Layer,” Tallamy is beautifully
specific about how “layered landscapes”
are functional because they “provide a
complex of interacting organisms that are
both beautiful and fascinating to those
who learn to see” (79). On the whole,
Tallamy provides more detail about
landscape function and tells more stories
than Darke, who emphasizes the
importance of stories embodied in the
landscape but doesn’t tell us very many.

In his concluding section, “Celebrating
Life in a Managed Landscape,” virtually
the book’s final word, Tallamy delights in
disorder, in the element of surprise
provided by his home landscape,
particularly its spontaneous, serendipitous,
unmanaged shaping and “design” through
seed dispersal by birds, squirrels, and deer,
and by the wind (which “bloweth where it
listeth”). For Tallamy and his wife Cindy,
nature’s own order, beyond or even
contrary to their own best-laid plans, is
both beautiful and fascinating. To their
delight, “the design, diversity, and
abundance of the plants in our landscape
are very much the result of a collaboration
between the Tallamys and natural
processes” (285). That collaboration is
worth celebrating. 

Something of a Patchwork

I harbor a suspicion that the collaboration
between Darke and Tallamy was not
always entirely easy. Their approaches,
although complementary, remain distinct.
Their book, although beautiful and
impressive, seems to me something of a
patchwork. It advances a coherent ethic,
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Did you know that you can increase yields of your favorite fruits and
vegetables by attracting native pollinators? If you grow tomatoes,

peppers, raspberries, squash, watermelons, blueberries, pumpkins,
eggplant and so on, then it is time for you to consider adding milkweed
and other native nectar plants to your vegetable and fruit gardens.

Years ago, I decided to plant berry bushes in my home garden, to
encourage better eating habits in my children. I could buy a package of
raspberries at the grocery store, but nothing tastes better than a fresh-
picked raspberry! My children delighted in hunting and picking our
berries, and very quickly they suggested we have a vegetable garden
too. But alas, I only had full sun in my front yard, and I didn’t think the
neighbors would be too thrilled to see a vegetable garden on my front
lawn. Truthfully, I wasn’t crazy about the idea either. It sounded boring
without flowers. Then a light bulb went on—why not plant the
vegetables in my flower beds?

We mixed in bell peppers, cherry tomatoes, jalapeno peppers,
watermelon, pumpkins, blueberries and three varieties of raspberries
amongst the flowers in our front yard garden. I enjoyed looking at
pretty flowers next to the veggies, as the kids harvested our crop. We
had a good crop of tomatoes and raspberries, even when friends did

not. I wasn’t sure why, but I was thankful for our
bounty--the kids were eating healthy food and
having fun at the same time.

I planted black raspberries in another flower bed. 
I noticed a common milkweed plant had sprouted
up in this bed. I had not planted it there—it
“volunteered” itself, probably as a seed from my
butterfly garden on the other side of my yard. 

The next year I had a few more popping up and
blooming in that bed. Gorgeous in bloom, the 
aroma was intense. Loads of bees were visiting. 
My raspberry crop was the best ever. The kids
and I shared berries with the neighbors, plenty for
all. When New England asters and hoary vervain
popped up in the same bed, I allowed them to stay
too.

A fellow berry grower remarked on my yields. How
was it that I had such huge fruit and loads of berries,
and he didn’t? He insisted I MUST be using some
fancy fertilizer, or doing something I wasn’t telling
him about. No, I insisted. Just compost and mulch,
and no pesticides. My usual treatment.

He left, and I looked over the crop. Bees were
visiting the adjacent native wildflowers, furiously
gathering nectar and pollen. Then it hit me—my
wildflowers were attracting the bees! And the bees
were responsible for my wonderful crop!

Since then, I have learned a great deal about my native bees. They 
are more efficient pollinators of our native crops than honeybees. And
while both are valuable pollinators, I have come to really enjoy the
many species of native bees that call my garden home. No longer
fearful of them, I truly enjoy watching them at work. They have
become my constant companions in the garden. I am thankful for 
the bounty they provide.

If you would like to learn more about our native bees, see the booklet
by Beatriz Moisset and Stephen Buchmann entitled, “Bee Basics: An
Introduction to Our Native Bees” at http://www.pollinator.org/PDFs/
BeeBasicsBook.pdf The pdf is free. Also, view Marla Spivak’s TED
talk at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY7iATJVCso to learn more
about colony collapse disorder and the plight of our non-native
honeybees and our native bees. And finally, to see an example of how
growing native plants can help farmers get higher crop yields, see
http://mosesorganic.org/farming/farming-topics/field-crops/farm-
couple-takes-pollinator-conservation-to-higher-level/

Monarch on common
milkweed next to strawberry
planter hanging basket.

INCREASE YIELDS BY GOING NATIVEin your vegetable 
and berry garden

By Candy Sarikonda

http://www.pollinator.org/PDFs/BeeBasicsBook.pdf


Native midwest trees, 
shrubs & evergreens from 

1 gallon to 8” caliper. 
Local provenance. 

Cold hardy.
(815) 522-3535

StAubin.com
Facebook.com/
StAubinNursery

@StAubinTrees
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Wild Ones members and chapters continue to support youth
projects centered on local native plant communities,

including butterfly and small wildlife gardens, forest restoration
and experimental learning. Through the Lorrie Otto Seeds for
Education program, we are able to provide small monetary grants
for seeds and plants used in these projects. The grant cycle 
for 2015 will begin shortly with applications due October 15.
Projects must meet these criteria:

nmeaningful engagement of project participants 
in planning and directing the project

n use native plants appropriate to site and locality
n demonstrate ecosystem concepts

Native plants are an unfamiliar concept to many parents, school
and community leaders and residents.  Wild Ones SFE grants
give recognition and encouragement that help teachers and
leaders communicate with their communities.

Here are some of the projects funded in the 2014 grant cycle:
n Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School “Greatness over the Hill”
will serve as an outdoor learning space and help beautify 
the Chapel-Hill-Chauncy Hall community of Waltham,
Massachusetts. All students travel the path daily. Twelfth grade
students competed to produce the winning design. Each group
consisted of a botanist, a zoologist, a designer, and a project
manager. The judges decided to merge their three designs,
taking the best from each.

n Supported by the local citizenry of Burton, Michigan,
development of a butterfly habitat at For-Mar Nature Preserve
and Arboretum will create a habitat that sustains Michigan
native butterflies using Michigan native perennials, shrubs and
trees. It will also serve to help create educational programming
for school groups that supplements state mandated grade level
expectations.    

n Students at Hankinson Elementary School from Wahpeton,
North Dakota are planting a natural sustainable native grass
area and a wildflower/butterfly garden plot along an already
established walking/bike path area. The 17.7 acre property
along the east side of Lake Elsie owned by Hankinson
American Legion Post 88 is being developed into a Natural
Resource Learning Site and Veteran’s Memorial.           

n The project called Seeds for Schools being developed by 
the staff of Urban Roots in Reno, Nevada will establish native
plants and propagate native seedlings for school gardens in the
Garden Classrooms Program. Urban Roots is an educational
farm and community center where schools, children and
families can learn about gardening, alternative building
techniques and the natural areas of the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada Range.        

n Supported by the Parent Teacher Organization of PS 84 from
New York, New York, the Urban Roots Butterfly Habitat
Project will expand the PS 84 elementary school outdoor
science classroom by creating a butterfly habitat to attract
endangered Monarch, Pipevine Swallowtail, Spicebush
Swallowtail and other native butterflies. The PTO feels that
building a habitat for the preservation of their native species 
is critical to their science curriculum and that it will provide
important hands-on opportunities for over 500 K-5th grade
urban students to learn about science and ecology.

n Students at Kalapuya High School in Eugene, Oregon, with 
the assistance of University of Oregon Landscape Architecture
students, are planting native plants for pollinators on their

S E E D S  F O R  E D U C A T I O N
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We have the 
largest selection 
of native seeds 

and plants

        

A P P L I E D  E CO LO G I C A L  S E R V I C E S

SPECIALISTS IN ECOLOGY
SCIENCE         RESTORATION 

MANAGEMENT          RESEARCH

www.restorationnurseries.com

www.appliedeco.com

HIGHEST QUALITY LOCAL 
GENOTYPE NATIVE SEED, 

PLANTS, AND SHRUBS

 A  D I V I S I O N  O F  A P P L I E D  E C O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E S

school campus with the goal of
enhancing the ecosystem and benefitting
their food garden as well.  The ‘Native
Plant Pollinator Habitat’ will provide an
opportunity to educate students and
others about the role of native habitat 
in providing pollination services and
homes/foraging areas for other beneficial
insects, while at the same time providing
nourishing food for use in Bethel School
District school lunches. 

n San Antonio School for Inquiry and
Creativity in San Antonio, Texas through
their Outdoor Experiential Learning
Center are developing an outdoor
learning area to enhance students
opportunities for experiential learning.
The native plant area will provide
habitat for small animals and attract
butterflies and bees to pollinate their
new student vegetable garden.

Across the country, parents, teachers, adult
and youth leaders are helping members 
of their community learn about native
plants and ecosystems. Thank you for
supporting these efforts not only through
your donations, but also through your
volunteer hours.

ILLINOIS
Possibility Place
Monee
www.possibilityplace.com
MASSACHUSETTS
Wagon Wheel Nursery
Lexington
www.wagonwheelfarmstand.com
MICHIGAN
WILDTYPE Design, Native
Plants & Seed LTD
Mason 
www.wildtypeplants.com
Michigan Wildflower Farm
Portland
www.michiganwildflowerfarm.com
Designs by Nature, LLC
Laingsburg
(517) 651-6502

MINNESOTA
Morning Sky Greenery
Morris
www.morningskygreenery.com

NEVADA
Washoe State Nursery,
Nevada Div of Forestry Ryan
Eastlake
www.forestry.nv.gov     
Comstock Seed Co
Gardnerville
www.comstockseed.com
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Maple Hill Nursery
Swanzey
www.maplehillnursery.com 
NEW YORK 
Amanda's Garden
Springwater
www.amandasnativeplants.com
Dawn's Wild Things
Valley Falls
www.dawnswildthings.com

OREGON
Doak Creek Native 
Plant Nursery
Eugene
www.doakcreeknursery.com
TEXAS
Fanick's Nursery
San Antonio
www.fanicknursery.com
Native American Seed 
Junction
800-728-4043
Rainbow Garden’s Nursery
San Antonio
www.rainbowgardens.org 
WISCONSIN
Agrecol
Evansville
www.agrecol.com
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Seeds of Education

My granddaughters live 
on a large, fenced

residential lot in Washington
State just north of Portland
Oregon, and the Columbia
River. 

I should say that, at ages 2 ½ and 5, they occupy
the yard. They have explored every square foot
of it. Their scattered toys, 8-foot wading pool,
play house and gardens attest to this. Yes, they

have assumed ownership of their mother’s raised gardens,
pick the beans and beets, and wander around the yard
munching on a freshly pulled carrot—greens still dangling.

So when a novelty appeared 
in an overgrown ever-bearing
strawberry patch, their mother
soon heard about it. A little
green bee had dug a hole, like
an ant hole, but bigger, and was
sitting in the hole. They knew
it was a bee because they had
followed it around the yard to
some of the plants where there
were lots of other bees.

They knew enough to stay away from bees, who don’t like
to be bothered while they’re working.

Their mother, also known as Beck, came out to see and
take pictures of their find, congratulating them for staying
out of touchwith the bees. She explained that the treasure
they had found was a nest built in the ground by the
mother bee, who was guarding the opening to the nest.
They needed to understand that she was very shy and not
to be bothered. She was a single mom; she had laid eggs in
the nest that would soon hatch and new green bees would
come out.

And the girls did keep their distance. Apart from Emma,
the younger, carefully pouring some fresh water on the
close-by strawberry leaf. In case the mom needed a drink.

Thank you
for your contributions

PHOTOS:
Elizabeth Whitman

Iridescent green sweat bee.
PHOTO: Public domain

SFE – CHAPTER SUPPORT
Milwaukee-North Chapter
SFE – MEMBER SUPPORT
Denise Sandoval & Frank Oboikovitz, Bill & Barbara Graue, 
Greater DuPage Chapter

Kirby & Dan Doyle, Rock River Valley Chapter
James R Hewitt, Red Cedar Chapter
Donna M Gager, Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr Chapter
Joyce Torresani, Green Bay Chapter
Jennifer LaForest, Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Sharon L Pedersen, St. Louis Chapter
Amanda McCue, Julia Hart, Lake-To-Prairie Chapter
Jean M Farooki, Oak Openings Region Chapter
Charles Heide, Brookwood Partners LLC, Root River Area Chapter
HQ & WILD CENTER DEVELOPMENT
Todd I & Betty J Berens, Ernestine Whitman, Donna & John VanBuecken,

Fox Valley Area Chapter
David Mitchell, Habitat Gardening in Central New York Chapter
Bill & Barbara Graue, Greater DuPage Chapter
Zoe Fotakis, Partner-at-Large – CA
Joyce Torresani, Green Bay Chapter
GENERAL OPERATING FUND – MEMBER SUPPORT
Bill & Barbara Graue, Nancy Meharry Greater DuPage Chapter
Bobbi Jo Gamache, Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Barbara Ellis, Illinois Prairie Chapter
Sharon Lee Brown, Lake-To-Prairie Chapter
Carol Schneider, Gibson Woods Chapter
Fredericka Veikley, PAL – MA
John & Kaye Kreutzfeldt, Flint River Chapter
Diane M Olson-Schmidt, Mandy & Ken Ploch, 

Menomonee River Area Chapter
Rachel E Finger, Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr Chapter
Medina Gross, June Keibler, Northern Kane County Chapter
Mary Ohnemus, Tennessee Valley Chapter
Cheryl Root, Dale Youngquist, Jackie Scharfenberg, 

Fox Valley Area Chapter
Charles Heide, Root River Area Chapter
Ken & Mary Kuester, Wolf River Chapter
Pamla Wood, Nic Patton & Angela Myers, Lexington Chapter
Heather Triplett, Rock River Valley Chapter
Carol Wahl, Twin Cities Chapter
Savannah Furman, St. Louis Chapter
Mary D Rogers, St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter
DONATION – MISCELLANEOUS – GROW WILD ONES
Kit Woessner, Green Bay Chapter
Amy Lehman, Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Marilyn D Jones, Liz Genovese, Twin Cities
Sherri Robson, PAL – CT
Charles Sturm, Milwaukee-North Chapter
JOURNAL – MEMBERS SUPPORT
Jack G Saltes, Madison Chapter
Alan W Hopefl, St. Louis Chapter
DONATION IN KIND, WILD CENTER
Ken Melchert, Harp Gallery, four large baptisia plants
Juanita Parsons, assorted native plants
Ron’z Tree Service, one load of chipped bark
Walter & Bev Wieckert, pagoda dogwood saplings
Kathleen Hallett, prairie roses
William Rather, use of truck to transport stones and 1/3 hp motor for use 

with our seed sorter, Fox Valley Area Chapter
Marilyn D Jones, a 1993 EZGO golf car, Twin Cities Chapter
Jim & Carol Bray, Hickory Road Gardens, an assortment of Dicentra

canadensis, (Squirrel Corn) and Claytonia (Spring Beauty) of around 70 plants,
and 25 Gentian andrewsii (Blue Bottle Gentian), Central Wisconsin Chapter

Rae & Steve Sweet, Lorrie Otto memorabilia, Milwaukee-North Chapter
Mary & John Paquette, maintaining “The Meeting Place” for the Wild Ones

JOuRNAL, Menomonee River Area Chapter
Richard Webb, moderation of Wild Ones Facebook account, PAL – PA,
WORKSHOPS WILD CENTER, IN-KIND DONATION
Oshkosh Corp – Global Environmental Affairs and Sustainability, 

2 pairs of safety glasses, Fox Valley Area Chapter
WORKSHOPS WILD ONES, IN-KIND DONATION
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, the book 

“Milkweeds: A Conservation Practitioner’s Guide”
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WILD Center Update
We’ve had a busy summer at the WILD
Center not only preparing for Annual
Conference, but also welcoming visitors
and telling them about Wild Ones.

It started with the monarchs arriving. Last
year we didn’t see any until August, so 
you can imagine our surprise when we saw

them this year
already in June.
Then it was the
turtles in July.
We had an
awesome parade
of turtles this
year. They kept
us busy carrying
them to the
turtle nesting
area. (We hope
by next year,
they’ll have
learned the way!) 

But we’ve had plenty of human visitors 
as well from Maryland to California.
Producer Catherine Zimmerman stopped
by to film the Center on her way to
interview Ned Dorff from the Green Bay
Chapter. Ned will be a featured habitat
hero in her new video “Hometown
Habitat.” She and Rick Patterson were
pleased to learn that we were planning to
donate 35th Anniversary Celebration
Silent Auction proceeds toward the
development of her film.

Next came the students and chaperones
from the Pathfinders (young 7th Day
Adventists) summit held at the EAA
(Environmental Airplane Association)
grounds in Oshkosh. Eighty plus
descended on the WILD Center over a
period of two days, helping us get ready for
our anticipated guests for the Wild Ones
35th Anniversary Celebration/Annual
Conference. They hauled chips, pulled
weeds, planted plugs, helped set up the
tent and clean the garage, and hauled a ton
of chairs and tables. What fortunate timing
for Wild Ones members! We know the
100+ Wild Ones members and guests who
attended the activities during the Annual
Conference were more than pleased.

Not to be forgotten are all the Wild Ones
members and friends who worked to keep
the plantings growing successfully. The
gardens were gorgeous this entire summer
– it was just as if they were planning 
to look their prettiest for our special 
35th Anniversary Celebration/Annual
Conference visitors. But along with the
native plants came the third season weeds
in the prairie also. Volunteers worked 
hard all summer to keep the sweet clover,
Queen Anne’s lace and bull thistle under
control.

All in all, it has been an awesome summer!
If you didn’t drop by, as many Wild Ones

members and other visitors
did, plan to do so next year. 
I can only imagine that the
WILD Center site will
continue to thrive and to
meet our goal to be the
showcase/showplace for
Wild Ones mission and 
its goals. 

It’s lonely work, but our
member volunteers
stayed till the job was
done, preparing for 
our Celebration.

W I L D  O N E S  N E W S

Painted turtle in meadow. 
PHOTO: Donna VanBuecken

Catherine
and Rick

Donna and 
Pathfinder 
volunteers.
tommytroutphoto.com
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CALIFORNIA
North County Coastal Chapter
#95 (Seedling)
Anne Chelling-Teschler 
855-523-5016
ColonialAnne@gmail.com
COLORADO
Front Range Chapter #86 
Susan Smith 303-335-8200
frontrangewildones@gmail.com
CONNECTICUT
Mountain Laurel Chapter #78
Kathy T. Dame 860-439-5060 
ktdame@comcast.net
ILLINOIS
Greater DuPage Chapter #9
Pat Clancy 630-964-0448 
clancypj@sbcglobal.net
Illinois Prairie Chapter #92
Sherrie Snyder 309-824-6954
ilprairiewo@gmail.com

Illinois Prairie Wild Ones

Lake-To-Prairie Chapter #11
Sandra Miller 847-546-4198 
sanran2@aol.com
Macomb Chapter #42 (Seedling)
Margaret Ovitt 309-836-6231
card@macomb.com
North Park Chapter #27
Wilma McCallister
bug788@gmail.com
Northern Kane County #88
Dave Poweleit 847-794-8962
nkwildones@gmail.com
Rock River Valley Chapter #21
Robert Arevalo, Virginia Watson
815-627-0344
Pres@wildonesrrvc.org
Wild Ones of Will County
Chapter #100 
Anne Ayers 919-986-8000
aayers324@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/WillCounty
WildOnes?ref=hl

INDIANA
Gibson Woods Chapter #38
Joy Bower 219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
Pat Rosenwinkel
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
KENTUCKY
Lexington Chapter #64
Beate Popkin beatepopkin@qx.net
MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Chapter #3
Andrea Matthies 734-604-4674
andrea@jamesodell.com
Calhoun County Chapter #39
Glen Walter 269-979-3746
Cg_walter@yahoo.com
Central Upper Peninsula
Chapter #61
Laurie Johnsons 906-428-4358
yooperchic@chartermi.net

Flint River Chapter #32
Rebecca Gale-Gonzalez 
810-762-0455
rebecca.gale@mcc.edu

https://www.facebook.com/FlintRiver
WildOnes

Kalamazoo Area Chapter #37
Dave Wendling 269-624-6946
dave.wendling47@gmail.com
Keweenaw Chapter #60
(Seedling)
Kristine Bradof 906-482-0446
kbradof@mtu.edu
Mid-Mitten Chapter #80
Lucy Chargo 989-837-8294
lchargot@gmail.com
North Oakland Chapter #91
James Brueck 248-625-7597
mdbrueck@gmail.com
Laura Gruzwalski 248-454-6856
lgruzwalski@hrc-engr.com
Oakland Chapter #34
Maryann Whitman 248-652-4004
maryannwhitman@comcast.net
Red Cedar Chapter #41
wildoneslansing@gmail.com
Betty Seagull 517-349-1373
www.wildoneslansing.org
River City–Grand Rapids Area
Chapter #83
Mike Bruggink 616-803-5353
president@rivercitywildones.org. 
Southeast Michigan 
Chapter #47
Warren, Michigan
MINNESOTA
Arrowhead Chapter #48
Carol Andrews 218-529-8204
candrews@barr.com
Brainerd Chapter #90
Susan Cebelinski 218-546-5668
Cbel1@charter.net
Northfield Prairie Partners
Chapter #94
Sarah Middleton, 507-649-0679 
sdukemiddleton@gmail.com
Prairie Edge Chapter #99: 
Marilynn Torkelson (952) 906-1482
marilynntorkelson@gmail.com
St. Cloud Chapter #29
Brian Johnson 320-356-9462
bjohnson@csbsju.edu
St. Croix Oak Savanna 
Chapter #71
Diane Hilscher 651-436-3836
hilscherdesign@comcast.net
Roger Miller
st.croix.wild.ones@mac.com
Twin Cities Chapter #56
Marilyn Jones 612-724-8084
MarilynDJones@gmail.com
MISSOURI
Mid-Missouri Chapter #49
Laura Hillman
HillmanL@health.Missouri.edu
St. Louis Chapter #31
Ed Schmidt 314-647-1608
eschmidt1@sbcglobal.net
www.stlwildones.org

NEW YORK
Habitat Gardening in 
Central New York #76
Janet Allen 315-487-5742
hg.cny@verizon.net
OHIO
Columbus Chapter #4
Karen Martens 614-261-0143
Karen.h.martens@gmail.com
Greater Cincinnati Chapter #62
Chris McCullough 513-860-4959
Cincywildones@fuse.net
Oak Openings Region 
Chapter #77 
Hal Mann (419) 874-6965
wildonesoakopeningsregion@
gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/wildones
oakopenings

TENNESSEE
Tennessee Valley Chapter #96
Nora Bernhardt
nsbernhardt@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
143491742351509/

https://twitter.com/TN_WildOnes

VIRGINIA
Blue Ridge Chapter #98
Donna Williamson
blueridgewildones@earthlink.net
WISCONSIN
Central Wisconsin Chapter #50
Pete Arntsen 715-297-374
apete@fibernetcc.com
Door County Chapter #59
Peter Sigman 920-824-5193 
peter@sigmann.net
Fox Valley Area Chapter #8
Loris Damerow
920-749-7807

Wild Ones Fox Valley Area Chapter

Green Bay Chapter #10
Bill Krouse 920-621-6222
Bkrouse1@new.rr.com
Kettle Moraine Chapter #93
Mariette Nowak 262-642-2352
mmnowak@wi.rr.com
Madison Chapter #13
Laurie J. Yahr 608-274-6539
yahrkahl@sbcglobal.net
Barb Glassel 608-819-0087
bglassel@gmail.com
Sue Reindollar 608-233-9383
Menomonee River Area 
Chapter #16
Lisa Oddis (414) 303-3028
loddis03@yahoo.com
Milwaukee North Chapter #18
Message Center: 414-299-9888 x1
Milwaukee Southwest-Wehr
Chapter #23
Message Center: 414-299-9888x2
Root River Area Chapter #43
Chris Russin  262-857-3191 
c-russin@northwestern.edu
Wolf River Chapter #74
Sue Templeman
boosue@frontiernet.net
Bob Dumke 715-924-3117

The Meeting Place
The mailing label on the WILD ONES JOuRNAL and other mailed communications 

to Wild Ones members tell you which chapter you belong to 
and the date your membership expires.

For information about starting a chapter in your area: 
wildones.org/connect/chapter-start-up-information/

Friend us on
Facebook
Join us on
Twitter

Chapter

Anniversaries
West Cook, IL

1 year
Front Range, CO

1 year
Brainerd, MN

5 years
River City – Grand Rapids Area, MI

7 years
Lexington, KY

12 years
Central Upper Peninsula, MI

13 years
Greater Cincinnati, OH

13 years
Central Wisconsin, WI

14 years
Arrowhead, MN

14 years
St. Louis, MO

16 years
St. Cloud, MN

16 years
Menomonee River Area, WI

17 years
Madison, WI

19 years

https://www.facebook.com/ILPrairieWildOnes
https://www.facebook.com/WildOnesFoxValley
https://www.facebook.com/WillCountyWildOnes?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/wildonesoakopenings
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143491742351509/
https://www.facebook.com/FlintRiverWildOnes
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.........................

...........................

.......................................................................................................
Name ______________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________

City/State ____________________________________________Zip____________

Phone______________________________________________________________

E-Mail______________________________________________________________

Annual Dues Wild Wilder Wildest
Household ...................... n $37 n $60 n $100+
Business......................... n $250 n $600 n $1200+
Professional/Educator ...... n $90 n $120 n $150+
Affiliate Not-for-Profit
Organization................ n $90 n $120 n $150

Limited income/full-time 
student household ....... n $20/year

Lifetime ......................... n $1500 (or payable in three annual 
$500 installments)

n Joining  or  n Renewing for_______ years. $_______________

Membership Premiums
I am joining at the:
n $60 or higher level
n $100 or higher level
n Send premium_________

Chapter preference (See chapter listings on page 22.)
or Partner-at-Large (PAL)__________________________________

n No need to send me a paper copy of the JOURNAL. 
Send me an e-mail when the new issues of the JOURNAL are online.

If this is a gift membership:
Your Name _____________________________________________

Occasion for Gift ________________________________________

Payment:
Call us toll-free: 1-877-FYI-WILD to use your credit card
Send check to: Wild Ones, P.O. Box 1274, Appleton, WI 54912

To join us:
Go online: www.wildones.org/join-the-movement/
Scan here:

Extra Donations for:
n The Wild Center
n Seeds for Education
n WILD ONES JOURNAL
n Other

PHOTO: Laura Hedien 

Extra donation
amount
$____________

— The entire membership fee is tax deductible. —

Wild Ones celebrates its
35th anniversary with a
premium — access to the
Top 18 JOURNAL articles, a
how-to-do-it sampling for
all new / renewing members. 
Membership upgrades:
• “Wilder” level also get

note cards
• “Wildest” level also get

the 2015 Wild Ones
calendar or a copy of the
Tallamy DVD (see pg. 15)

A voice for the 
natural 

landscaping 
movement.
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Mockingbird
in a wahoo.

continued on page 4

E
U

O
N

Y
M

U
S

Wahoo seedpods and berries
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10 Moving for Monarchs

12 Nativars – What’s the Problem?

14 One Earth Film Festival

18 The Meeting Place

18 Mark Your Calendars

The winter garden can present a dreary scene of grey stumps and
brown stubble; but not if you plan for it. 

Consider our native ‘eastern burning bush’. It
doesn’t get much press. As Euonymus atropurpureus
it gets even less.

Well named as ‘burning bush’, in the fall, it sports
the warm orange glow of a campfire. It grows in the
understory of open woods, mixed thickets, borders
of streams, and it repopulates old fields. The tiny,
four-petaled flowers in early June are a deep maroon. 

What really catches one’s attention on this 12-20-foot little tree, is its
fruit. Smooth, brilliant red capsules the size of small strawberries. They
burst open to show equally red fleshy seeds (the hard seeds within the
fleshy red aril, are actually orange). As an eye-catcher in a snowy
landscape it is unsurpassed. 

It is suggested for use in rain gardens, and tolerates black walnuts
growing nearby. It is called by some the ‘spindle tree’ as its trunks were
once used by weavers to make spindles.

Color in the Winter Garden
By Maryann Whitman

Wahoo bloom

Cover PHOTOS: Betty Hall 

Working toward 
our next 35 years 

restoring native plants
and natural landscapes.

(DVD or Calendar)

Could 
your gift 

be the one that 
saves the Earth?
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A Wild Ones Gift Membership
If you’re tired of handing out loud neckties, plaid socks, and wooly
underwear, why not give something fun that also shows how much
you care about the future of our planet?
Can’t think of anyone who would enjoy a Wild Ones membership? How
about those new neighbors down the street who aren’t sure what to
do with their yard? Or maybe those relatives who keep borrowing your
lawnmower. And what about the local “weed inspector” who keeps
eyeing your prairie?  Better yet, just think what a Wild Ones
membership will do for the kids at your neighborhood school! 
Your gift of a Wild Ones membership might be the start of a journey
that leads someone to saving the Earth, or at least a small part of it. 
Three levels...gets the great benefits available to all Wild Ones
members including a subscription to the Wild Ones JOURNAL.
We’ll even send them a special acknowledgement letter so they’ll
know it’s from you. Helping to save the Earth, and your favorite 
Wild organization, has never been so easy. The journey starts at
http://www.wildones.org/product/membership/gift-membership/ 
Go there now.

Wild Ones recommends that you patronize businesses that support our
policies regarding species provenance and habitat preservation. The
appearance of advertising in the Journal does not constitute an
endorsement by Wild Ones of any organization or product.



P.O. Box 1274
Appleton, WI 54912-1274
www.wildones.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
OSHKOSH, WI
PERMIT NO. 90

Is your membership OK? How about your address?
If the imprint above is dated 10/1/14 or before, your membership is about to expire.

Money Going Down the Drain! If you are moving, either tem-
porarily or permanently, please let the National Office know as
soon as your new address is official. Returned and forwarded mail
costs Wild Ones anywhere from $.77 to $3.77 per piece. Each
issue this adds up to a lot of money that could be used to support
our mission.

How You Can Help.When planning a long vacation, or a move,
please mail your address information to Wild Ones, P.O. Box
1274, Appleton, Wisconsin 54912, call toll-free at 877-394-9453,
or go to the Wild Ones members-only pages at www.for-wild.org.
Click on item 2 (Update Personal Membership Info) and enter the
appropriate changes. Thanks!

Business and Affiliate Members

Lifetime Members
David & Suzanne Majerus
Landmark Landscapes Inc.

Sheboygan Falls, WI
Partner at Large

Sally Wencel
Tennessee Valley Chapter

Diane S Keeney PhD
Tennessee Valley Chapter

Eugenia E Parker
Harrisonburg, VA
Partner at Large
Susan R Forbes

Fox Valley Chapter

NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS
Landmasters 
5607 Business Ave 
Cicero, NY  13039 
gail@landmasters.net 
Habitat Gardening in 

Central New York Chapter 
Tyler’s Landscaping 
6701 N Main St 
Rockford, IL
tylersland@aol.com 
Rock River Valley Chapter 

RENEWING BUSINESS
MEMBERS
Prairie Nursery 
PO Box 306, Dept WO 
Westfield, WI  53964-0306 
(800) 476-9453
ndiboll@prairienursery.com 
www.prairienursery.com 
Central Wisconsin Chapter
Good Oak Ecological Services 
205 Walter St 
Madison, WI  53714 
(608) 209-0607 
info@goodoak.com 
www.goodoak.com 
Madison Chapter

Lacewing Gardening & Consulting
Services

6087 N Denmark St 
Milwaukee, WI  53225-1673 
(414) 793-3652 cell  
lacewinggdcs@att.net 
Menomonee River Area Chapter
Missouri Wildflowers Nursery LLC 
9814 Pleasant Hill Rd 
Jefferson City, MO  65109 
(573) 496-3492  
mowldflrs@socket.net 
www.mowildflowers.net 
Mid-Missouri Chapter
Fields Neighborhood 
PO Box 555 
East Troy, WI  53120-0555 
(262) 642-2651
karenskylark@gmail.com 
www.fieldsneighborhood.org 
Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr Chapter
Midwest Groundcovers, LLC &
Natural Garden Natives 

6N800 IL Route 25 
St Charles, IL  60174 
(847) 742-1790
mgsales@midwestgroundcovers.com 
www.midwestgroundcovers.com or
www.naturalgardennatives.com 
Northern Kane County Chapter

Creating Sustainable Landscapes, LLC 
24291 Homestead Ct 
Novi, MI  48374 
dlathin@gmail.com 
www.CreatingSustainableLandscapes.com 
Partner-at-Large
WILDTYPE Native Plant & Seed Ltd 
900 N Every Rd 
Mason, MI  48854-9306 
(517) 244-1140
Wildtypeplants@gmail.com
www.wildtypeplants.com 
Red Cedar Chapter
Pizzo Native Plant Nursery
PO Box 98 
Leland, IL  60531-0098 
(815) 826-0839102 
Karenn@pizzo.info 
www.pizzonursery.com 
Rock River Valley Chapter
EnergyScapes Inc
1708 Selby Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN  55104 
(612) 821-9797  
douglas@energyscapes.com 
www.energyscapes.com 
Twin Cities Chapter

NEW AFFILIATE MEMBER
Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum
and Gardens 

411 Kent St 
Rockford, IL  61102 
(815) 282-3952  
sa_design@msn.com 

RENEWING AFFILIATE
MEMBERS
Drake Community Library 
930 Park St 
Grinnel, IA  50112 
(641) 236-2661  
library@grinnelliowa.gov 
Partner-at-Large 
Boone County Conservation
District 

603 N Appleton Rd 
Belvidere, IL  61008-3007 
dkane@bccdil.org 
Rock River Valley Chapter




