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Working toward our next
30 years restoring native plants

and natural landscapes.

Landscape ordinances: 
Video illustrates the intricacies for
neighbors and bureaucrats  
By Joy Buslaff  Some like to argue for argument’s sake, but most of us do not enjoy the sport
of debate, nor are we gifted with the verbal agility of Robin Williams, the laser wit of Oscar
Wilde, the strategic insight of Bobby Fischer, or the eidetic memory of a Dr. Sheldon Cooper.
Even having a brilliant mind and prepared rhetoric doesn’t guarantee one’s voice and physical
bearing can hold sway comparable to that of Gregory Peck as Atticus Finch. Yet, we without 
credentials in botany or law may be pressed into service as community defenders of ecological
landscapes. To support such trials, I give you exhibit A, the video series titled Landscaping:
Pride, Science, and Law. All are accessible on YouTube.com.

I produced the three-part program for citizens and officials who are creating or updating
lawn and weed ordinances for public health and safety and environmental protection. The first
installment, of eight minutes length, illustrates how the home landscape has been influenced
over time and why many of us have chosen to grow naturalized landscapes.  

Subsequent segments—Science (11 minutes) and Law (12 minutes)—unravel the tangled
subjects of green plants and red tape. Although designed to enlighten governing bodies, the
contents can also be entertaining, taken as an overview of the merits of landscaping with native
plants.

I was prompted to compose this program after being bullied by an official at a 2011 village
meeting where I, being a former editor for Wild Ones with some knowledge of land-use poli-
cies, had been invited by the chair of the Planning Commission to speak. This commission was
deliberating the enforcement of a simplistic mowing-height regulation in order to quiet a con-
flict between neighbors (strangers to me) over one seldom-mowed lawn. I volunteered to con-
tribute to the authorship of a state-of-the-art ordinance based on DNR advisories, but was
abruptly blindsided with disparagement by three commissioners. One of them, a retired police
officer and newcomer to the village, told me I had no right to say anything and that “we will
make you mow.” CONTINUED ON PAGE 9



Mary Sackett was 16 when she moved
from New York City with her family to
northern Illinois near Rockford in 1841.
Her brother remained in New York, so
Mary promised him she would keep a
journal and write to him. Her journal is
published in a small booklet. 

I found her writings about wildflow-
ers and her gardening interesting. Un-

fortunately, the two did not come together. Mary wrote many
times about picking flowers from the prairie to fill vases in their
home. Whenever she traveled, she passed through typical tall
grass prairie and made note of the beautiful flowers. 

Mary was excited when they moved into their new house in
the spring of 1842 because she could finally plant her gardens.
She even planted lawn around the house. She obtained flower
seeds in Rockford for many non-native plants and she even had
them sent from New York. Mary wrote to her brother that she
would have “a very handsome garden.” 

Last year, I gave a presentation called Why Natives at Midway
Village Museum in Rockford during their garden tour event. This
museum represents the history of the area. All of the gardens
include the plants people knew and grew at the end of the 19th
and the beginning of the 20th century. None of the gardens
include native plants that had grown here. People, such as Mary,
grew what their ancestors grew. Many of those plants were

brought from Europe.  People did not bring native plants into
their gardens—it just didn’t seem to occur to them.

Isn’t this still the case today? Most of us start gardening with
the plants that we grew up with or what our families told us
about. Those plants usually did not include native species be-
cause they did not know how to grow them. This is where Wild
Ones Natural Landscapers can help break the cycle. Our primary
focus is on education. 

We have the opportunity to pass our knowledge of native
plants onto the next generation and break the cycle of planting
only non-natives. All it takes is learning about the native plants
that would be found in your area, and then passing on this
knowledge. If you are a member of a Wild Ones chapter, make an
effort to attend their meetings. If you cannot attend meetings or
are not affiliated with a chapter, learn from reading this publica-
tion and through local resources. Then share your knowledge.
Break the cycle.
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Breaking the Cycle

Tim Lewis, Wild Ones National President (president@for-wild.org)



To minimize the impact of drought,
soil needs to capture the rainwater that
falls on it, store as much of that water as
possible for future plant use, and allow
for plant roots to penetrate and prolifer-
ate. These conditions can be achieved
through management of organic matter.
The level of organic matter determines
how much water a soil can hold.
Arkansas soil scientists report that for
every 1% of organic matter content, the
soil can hold 16,000 gallons of plant-

available water per acre of soil down to
one foot deep. That is roughly 1.5 quarts
of water per cubic-foot of soil for each
percent of organic matter

Organic matter also increases the soil's
ability to take in water during rainfall
events, assuring that more water will be
stored. Ground cover increases the water
infiltration rate while lowering soil water
evaporation. When all these factors are
taken together the severity of drought and
the need for  irrigation are greatly reduced.
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Joy Buslaff, a member of the Milwaukee
Southwest-Wehr Chapter of Wild Ones,
also maintains a blog.
homemadewilderness.com

Fred Kaluza is a member of the South-
east Michigan Chapter of Wild Ones.

Tricia Wright is a member of Wild Ones
Habitat Gardening in Central New York
Chapter.

Peggy Timmerman is a member of the
Madison Chapter of Wild Ones.

Jennifer Hopwood, a member of the
Wild Ones St Louis Chapter, she is a
Pollinator Conservation Specialist for
the Xerces Society, serving the Midwest.

Rick Meader writes a newspaper column
about landscaping with native plants in
Ann Arbor MI. He is a longtime member
of the Ann Arbor Chapter of Wild Ones.

Barb Bray, a longtime member of the
Oakland (MI) and North Oakland (MI)
chapters, is a contributing editor for the
Journal.

Janet Allen, a contributing editor for the
Journal, she is a member of the Habitat
Gardening in Central New York Chapter.
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ANNOUNCING THE 2012 WILD ONES ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
AND CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND–THE SEQUEL

Let’s Rally Wild Ones into the Future!
This year the future runs through Neenah

The 2012 Annual membership Meeting will once again be held
at the WILD Center in Neenah, Wisconsin, August 18. The
Annual membership Meeting is the one time of the year when
members, chapter boards and the national board come
together to learn about what we’ve done this year and see
what’s planned for next year.

Chapter Development Weekend–the Sequel is scheduled for
August 18-19 and will offer workshops requested, moderated
and attended by Wild Ones members. Topics will range from
fundraising to how to find a good presenter.

Quotes for two of last years attendees...
The meeting offered a prairie full of interesting activities, beautiful gardens, great food and participant led workshops.

Most of all, I had a toolbox of wonderful ideas to take back to my chapter. Can’t wait until next year.
– Linda Porter

I enjoyed the networking part the most, meeting members from many different chapters, swapping ideas.
The support of being around so many people with similar beliefs to mine was invigorating!

– Katrina Hayes

Call, email or write for more information. Check your e-mail and the website for updates

August 17th - 19th
WILD Center • 2285 Butte des Morts Beach Rd • Neenah, WI 54956 • 877-394-9453  •  marketing@wildones.org  •  www.wildones.org

Deadline is August 31, 2012

Announcing the

2012 Wild Ones
Photo Contest.
Photos will be judged by a

professional photographer and
Wild Ones Members will vote for the 

People’s Choice Award.
Please check the website for updated 

procedures and guidelines at 
www.wildones.org/members/photos.

Borrowing from Sustainable Agricultural Practices
From National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service.
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One of the earliest signs of spring is
the appearance of the silky catkins of
willows (Salix spp.).  While most
plants that produce catkins are wind-
pollinated, willows instead rely on in-
sects to spread their pollen. They are
also one of the earliest sources of food
for pollinators in the spring. 

Willows are dioecious plants: the
staminate (pollen producing) and
carpellate (seed producing) flowers
grow on separate plants.  Although the
flowers of willow are not showy, wil-
lows provide sugary nectar and pro-
tein-filled pollen, vital food to polli-
nators.  In return, an assortment of
bees, flies, wasps, beetles, and a few
butterflies transport willow pollen be-
tween flowers, promoting the plant’s
genetic diversity and survival.   

Bees are particularly efficient polli-
nators of many plants, and contribute
substantially to crop production as
well as pollination in natural areas.
Honey bees (Ap is m ellifera) are the
most familiar of bee species, and were
introduced to North America by Euro-
pean settlers because their social
colonies are relatively easy to manage
for honey production and agricultural
pollination.  Honey beekeepers often
plant pussy willows on their land to
provide an early source of nutrition
for their honey bee hives.

Though not nearly as familiar as
honey bees, at least 4,000 species of
native wild bees call the North Ameri-
can continent their home.  These bees

are also excellent pollinators, and
most are shy and solitary, working
alone to build a small nest either in
the ground or inside a cavity.  Their bi-
ology makes them less conducive to
direct management than honey bees,
but they can be supported through
proper maintenance of habitat.  In the
early spring, when few plants are in
bloom, willow is an important source
of food for wild bees.  The presence of
willows in an agricultural landscape
can, in turn, benefit cultivated crops
by supporting a diversity of pollina-
tors.  Bees that visit willow, and are
also important pollinators of spring
crops, include orchard mason bees
(Osm ia lignaria), several bumble bee
species (Bombus), and honey bees.  

Some wild bees are vernal, living as
adults for only a few short weeks in
the spring; these bees are particularly
reliant on willows.  Additionally, there
are species of bees in the genus An-
drena that are particularly reliant on
willows, and synchronize their emer-
gence each spring with it is blooming.
The bee Andrena ery thro gaster usually
emerges just after willows begin to
flower.  Each female builds her nest by
digging a long narrow burrow in the
ground, usually in small patches of ex-
posed soil.  She then collects only wil-
low pollen, and, after mixing it with a
bit of nectar, brings it back to her nest.
She places a ball of pollen alongside
an egg in each cell within her tunnel,
providing her growing offspring with

plenty to eat. The egg hatches in its
own time; the larva feeds on the store
of pollen, then transforms into a
pupa, and emerges the following
spring around the time that pussy wil-
low blooms.  

Meanwhile, males of A. erythro -
gaster may be found patrolling willow
flowers, sipping nectar and waiting to
find, and mate with foraging females.  

Willows are also the host plant for
the caterpillars of several moths (such
as Polyphemus moth, Cecropia silk-
moth, Io moth) and butterflies (Red-
spotted purple, Eastern tiger swallow-
tail, Viceroy). As adults, these moths
and butterflies lay eggs on the leaves
of willows.  When the eggs hatch, the
emerging caterpillars feed off the wil-
low leaves, eating until they are large
enough to form a cocoon (in the case
of moths) or a chrysalis (in the case of
butterflies). If the caterpillars of but-
terflies survive to metamorphose into
adults, they will go on to become pol-
linators of a variety of summer and
fall blooming plants. The moths in the
giant silk moth family (Saturniidae),
like Polyphemus and Cecropia moths,
have reduced mouthparts as adults
and do not eat; consequently they
only live long enough to mate and lay
eggs.

As the silky catkins of willows
transform into small modest flowers
in spring, watch for the first pollina-
tors that also herald the arrival of the
growing season. s

Plant-insect Interactions: Willows and Pollinators
By Jennifer Hopwood, The Xerces Society 

The staminate catkin (raceme of flowers), of the willow produces protein-rich pollen along with nectar for many insects seeking food early in the growing season.



Every parent and teacher hopes to
encourage independent learning in chil-
dren.  We read books like Thomas the
Tank Engine to inspire our kids to perse-
vere when the road gets tough.  Our
book shelves are filled with positive
ideas like never giving up or keep trying
until you succeed.  Parents, of course, are
the very first “teachers” that children en-
counter in their lives.  They look up to
us.  So when we want to instill values
like patience and hard work, the finest
lesson we can offer our children is
through example.  Let me elaborate.

I was living in southeastern Washing-
ton at the time.  Alongside our driveway
grew one kind of flower.  Every summer
they grew 2-3 feet tall with light pink or
dark pink blossoms.  I was told by the
former owner that they were lupines.
Not natives, but still beautiful.  When we
moved to Michigan in 2001, I discovered
that one of the native plants here was
known as Wild Lupine (Lup inus p eren-
nis). Growing about 1-2 feet high, this
lupine has showy blue flowers on up-
right stems.  The leaves are blue-green in
color and arranged palmately, like
spokes on a wheel.  It is also the host
plant for the endangered Karner blue
butterfly.  I love butterflies, and flow-
ers, and lupines specifically, so I knew
I had to grow this plant.

I started planting natives in my gar-
den that first summer, but it wasn’t
until 2004 that I bought my first
lupine seedlings.  It was truly exciting.
I planted the three seedlings along
with other natives I had purchased.
The soil in my yard is well-drained
and sandy.  The garden where I placed
the lupine is sunny.  I assumed that
the lupine would succeed just like the
other natives I had planted.  I was
wrong.  By the next year, all three
lupines were dead—and gone.  My
next attempt was in 2006.  This time I
planted one lupine in a nearby gar-
den.  I thought maybe it didn’t like
the competition with the other plants.
I cared for it like usual. This lupine
died too.  In 2007, I spoke to a knowl-
edgeable friend who suggested that
my baby lupine perhaps needed a
“spoonful” of soil from a spot with
established lupines.  Lupines, I
learned, have nodes on their roots
with nitrogen-fixing bacteria that help
them survive in low nutrient soils—
just like my sand!  Excitedly, I went to

a native plant sale and purchased 5
lupine seedlings.  I was confident that I
could grow lupines.  With my special
spoonful of soil mixed into my planting
area, I dug the new lupine seedlings into
the ground.  Was I successful?  No.

At this point, other gardeners might
have given up, but I was determined
more than ever to succeed.  Just like
Thomas, the tank engine, I kept saying to
myself, “I think I can; I think I can!”  In
2008, I planted 3 more lupine seedlings.
This time I observed them more closely
than I had in previous years.  During the
summer I noticed that the leaves were
curling up—perhaps a sign of water dis-
tress?  By the time I noticed this problem
it was late summer and the lupine died.
In 2009, I spoke with a native plant nurs-
ery professional about my problem with
lupines.  She indicated that lupines do
not like having their roots disturbed at
all.  She suggested planting the seedling
in its paper tube container straight into
the ground.  That year I purchased 3
more seedlings, removed plastic from the
paper tube, and planted the entire thing
in ground.  Also, I changed my watering
regimen.  Instead of watering normally
like I would for other native plants, I

turned into a crazed watering maniac.  I
watched the lupine with my eagle eye for
any signs of leaves curling up.  I also
added a very light layer of mulch around
the seedlings to help hold moisture.
Over the hot summer, I watered those
lupines almost every day!

In the spring of 2010, I was anxious to
discover whether my new strategy of
lupine care would work.  Imagine my
joy, when one day I saw my 3 seedlings
of lupine sprouting!  I did it!  After many
failures at growing this plant, I finally
figured how to help it survive.  I was sure
I could grow lupine successfully and of
course, to prove that to myself, I bought
10 lupine seedlings.  One of seedlings
was from the previous year and was in
bloom.  The roots were tangled up with
another lupine seedling.  My nursery
friend wondered if the tangled roots
might be helpful too.  My next planting
was an experiment.  I decided to plant
the lupines in close groupings of 3-4
plants. 

Now a new problem arose—deer.
Overnight a very hungry deer pulled up 3
of my seedlings after munching on the
leaves.  I ended up building small

chicken wire cages to protect them.
All summer long I followed the

same watering regimen, plus I still wa-
tered the plants from 2009.  By July it
was hot and dry with temperatures in
the 90s.  The leaves on my lupines
were curling up like little upside
down umbrellas.  I feared for their
survival, but kept watering.  In Sep-
tember, when I thought all was lost, I
noticed that several of the lupine had
sprouted 1-2 tiny leaves.  Maybe they
were O.K.  

In May 2011, my lupines bloomed.
All three plants from 2009 and the
large flowering plant from 2010 sent
up wonderful stalks of pea-like blue
flowers.  After the blooms, the plants
formed fuzzy seedpods.  By July they
had dried and twisted open, scattering
a few seeds.   

When I invited my daughter to
come outside to see the lupine in
bloom, she told me that they weren’t
very tall.  I told her it took me 9 years
to figure out how to grow this wild-
flower.  She asked me why I would
want to grow something so difficult.
I told her that it was because I knew I
could!  I knew I could! s

NEXT GENERATION

LEARNING TO GROW LUPINES
By Barb Bray

The native Lupine (Lupinus perennis), once established, prolifer-
ates readily in sandy soil. It is known to be the only food of the
caterpillars of the Karner blue butterfly, which once was common
in the eastern U.S. 
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What’s Growing In Your Roadside
By Peggy Timmerman

If you live in a rural area, chances are you own some road
frontage.  Most people give their frontage little thought because
it is managed by the county or the state in order to preserve the
integrity of the road shoulder and maintain sight lines and
drainage features.  In fact, most road frontage would be
considered "wasteland" by many people.  Neglected roadsides
do indeed become biological wastelands in southwest
Wisconsin, quickly overrun by aggressive invasive species like
thistles and wild parsnip that do not support our native insects,
birds, amphibians, reptiles or mammals.  These neglected
roadways become a vector for invasive species to spread into
agricultural lands, and recreational and natural areas.

Federal and state transportation agencies manage almost
17 million acres of land in the continental United States.
This is an area larger than the size of West Virginia, an awful
lot of land to waste.  Some transportation agencies are recog-
nizing that managing their roadways for native plant species,
particularly prairie plants, can provide many benefits. 

These include:
1) Lower maintenance costs for mowing and less herbi-

cide use;
2) Native plants are adapted to local conditions and can

resist heat and drought;
3) They help prevent soil erosion and sedimentation of

waterways;
4) Their long roots help aerate the soil and increase ab-

sorption of runoff from the roadways;                                                                                                               
5) They act as a living snow fence to reduce snow drifts

and winter glare;
6) They can out compete noxious weeds (if properly es-

tablished and maintained);
7) They are less likely to invade neighboring fields than

many non-natives;
8) They provide habitat and food for wildlife;
9) They offer educational opportunities and preserve our

natural heritage;
10) They provide an eye-pleasing and varied driving experi-

ence, which can reduce driver fatigue.

Iowa, the state that has lost the largest percent of its prairie
heritage, is an example of a state that has pioneered the use of
what is called Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management
(IVRM).  In 1988, the Living Roadway Trust Fund (LRTF) was
established, funded by a small percentage of both road use
taxes and DNR fees.  This fund provides for "preservation, es-
tablishment and maintenance of native vegetation" along
Iowa roadways.  Iowa now has 49,180 acres of roadway that
have been "revegetated or enhanced" with native grasses and
wildflowers, and this increases by 400 acres per year.  The goal
of this approach is to encourage "stable, self-sustaining vege-
tation with limited use of mowing or pesticides."

Roadsides offer valuable habitat because they are protected
from development.  In addition, they form linear corridors
that link larger blocks of habitat, creating movement and mi-
gration routes for insects, birds and animals.  Providing di-
verse habitat along roads also increases the number of polli-
nating insects by offering them both food and nesting sites,
since the ground is relatively undisturbed. (Many insects,
including 70% of bee species, nest underground.)  This is
especially important in rural areas where roads are often bor-
dered by agricultural fields, which depend on pollinators for
their productivity.

What's growing on your roadside? s

Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) and Ticks
By Victoria Ligenza, From the newsletter of the Wild Ones Lexington Chapter 

New research has shown that one invasive species, Japanese barberry, is affecting the natural environment in ways that can have an
impact on human health. Introduced to the United States in 1875, it wasn’t considered a problem until the 1980s, when it began to
spread and take the place of native plants. 

Current research at the University of Connecticut Forest has resulted in some interesting findings. They have discovered that
barberry has a negative impact on the forest ecosystem in unexpected ways. Barberry provides the perfect humid environment for the
ticks that carry Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases. The results showed that unsensed, invaded forest areas had 120 infected
ticks per acre; areas such as garden-contained plantings had 40 infected ticks per acre; and areas where there were no barberries had
10 infected ticks per acre. 

The barberry also provides a favorable environment for mice which act as vectors to spread the immature nymph stage of the tick.
It is estimated that the nymphs are responsible for 90 per cent of the transmission to humans. The tick population is growing in most
states and could be a related to climate change or the invasive species. Also natural predators that might eat the tick, such as ground
dwelling birds are no longer as numerous due to loss of habitat and, possibly, from being objects of prey for house cats. s



In a garden, all the
seasons are intercon-
nected, with one flowing
into the next.

In southern Michigan,
in spring, when puddles
remain after the snow-
melt and plants are be-
ginning to stir, and in
early summer after heavy
rains, are great times for
revealing what you may
have forgotten since the
last growing season.
Namely, the spots in
your yard that are often,
or usually, wet.  Many
people curse them as “difficult places
to mow” or “places only the dog/ducks
loves”. If you are one of those folks,
you’re selling your yard short.  Those
low areas can become some of the
showiest spots you have, if you will
give up on trying to mow them and in-
stead plant things that actually like
moister conditions.  Many attractive
native plants are extremely well-suited
to sites with a good deal of moisture.
So, as we look toward planting things,
let’s think more broadly about our
yards. Find where we might make some
changes that will beautify them and
save ourselves some work in the long
run.

First, you need to take stock of the
“moisture-enhanced” spots in your
yard.  Are they large or small?  Are they
mostly contiguous or are they islands
unto themselves?  How long do they
stay wet - are they pretty much always
wet, or do they just stay wet an annoy-

ingly long time but dry out after a week
or so without rain?  Are they sunny
spots or shady spots?  These factors will
all play a role in what you may be able

to grow in them.  (I’m as-
suming that you don’t
want to bring in earth-
movers to recontour your
land in this exercise).

Once you’ve done this
inventory, you want to
start thinking about how
your yard could look, in-
stead of how it does look.
For example, if your
damp spot is roughly in
the center of your yard,
gets a lot of sun and is
about 10 feet in diameter,
you could very easily have
a colorful garden that

supports a half-dozen or more wild-
flowers that bloom in sequence
through the growing season.  Consider
this succession: yellow in the spring
(Golden ragwort – Senecio  aureus);
pink (swamp milkweed – Asclep ias in-
carnata and/or marsh blazingstar – Lia-
tris sp icata), and white in the summer
(mountain mint - Pycnanthemum vir-
ginianum ); with yellow (Ohio golden-

rod – So lidago  o hio ensis) or white
(Flat-topped aster - Aster umbellatum),
in the fall.  You could put these in
patches of 5 or 6 plants, or spread them
around relatively randomly. Whatever
you do, don’t plant just one of a
species. Not only does it look a lit-
tle silly but you’re not allowing
easy cross-pollination.  Instead of
having a self-reproducing perennial
stand, you can be sure the single
plant will soon disappear.  In any
case, these plants range in height
from one to four feet, so they won’t
be overpowering, but will attract
your eyes, and many butterflies to
the formerly uninteresting spot in
your yard.  The greater in number,
or bigger these spots are, the more
color in the forms of flowers and
flying insects you will add to your
yard.  Meanwhile, you’ll also be al-
leviating the stress of getting your
mower stuck in your yard.

If your spot doesn’t get a lot of sun,
ferns or showy sedges might be in
order.  Most ferns don’t like sun, but
they do like moisture, so a damp spot

could be just the thing for them.
Among the locally commercially avail-
able ferns are maidenhair fern (Adi-
antum pedatum), lady fern (Athyrium
filix-fem ina), bulblet fern (Cysto p teris
bulb ifera), royal fern (Osmunda re-
galis), ostrich fern (Matteuccia
struthio p teris) and marginal wood fern
(Dryo p teris marginalis).  Most of these
range in height between one and three
feet, but the Royal fern can reach five
feet.  Also, some, like the ostrich fern,
can spread vigorously, so do some re-
search before selecting any.  Sedges like
Gray’s sedge (Carex grayii), fringed
sedge (Carex crinita) and  hop Sedge
(Carex lupulina) have interesting fo-
liage and seed heads to add some vari-
ety to the appearance of your clammy
spot, in addition to the rich green cover
they provide.

Most flowering plants like at least
some sun. So if your wet spot gets only
partial shade, cardinal flower (Lo belia
cardinalis), blue lobelia (Lo belia siphi-
litica), woodland phlox (Phlo x divari-
cata), Virginia waterleaf (Hydro phyl-
lum virginianum), turtlehead (Chelo ne
glab ra), Joe-pye weed (Eupato rium
maculatum) or boneset (Eupato rium
perfo liatum) can brighten it up.  

If you have a lot of wet area, you
may be able to have both a sunnier
area and a shadier area, providing con-
ditions for all of the plants mentioned
above.

As you can see, you have many op-
tions when you have a chronically over-
watered area in your lawn, beyond sim-

ply cursing it.
You can make it
a colorful haven
for your eyes,
butterflies, bees
and maybe even
a hummingbird
or songbird feed-
ing on the
plants’ leaves,
nectar or seeds.
And, you don’t
have to water the
area to get these
effects.  Just
choose the right
native plants,

prep the area correctly (you might want
to smother the grass with newspaper
and mulch to kill off the lawn grasses
you’re trying to replace), and prepare
for a growing season of color and satis-
faction in your quagmire. s

Native Plants That Like The Wet Places in Your Yard
By Rick Meader
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Turtlehead (Chelone glabra)

Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)

Golden ragwort (Senecio aureus)

Many attractive native
p lants are extremely

well-suited to  sites with
a go o d deal o f mo isture.
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Student Projects Blossom with Help from Wild Ones’ Seeds for
Education Grants

In our outreach to young people, Wild Ones members support
youth projects across the US. Dozens of school groups, scout and
4-H units and other youth programs create butterfly gardens,
prairie, woodland and wetland habitats, and similar projects that
include establishing native plants and seeds. For more than 15
years, Wild Ones members have awarded small financial grants to
projects. The awards give a great morale boost to the children and
adults working on a project. Equally important, these awards give
the projects legitimacy in their communities.

The inventiveness and creativity of our young people is a great
resource. Watch for the next issue, for more project summaries.

Thank you for supporting young people and their teachers in
learning and using native plants. 

SFE Nursery Partners play an essential role in supporting stu-
dents, teachers, and projects. Besides providing high-quality native
seeds and plants, they help projects stretch their funds by offering
discounted prices. Perhaps most important, the men and women
who operate these nurseries provide advice about species selec-
tion, site preparation, and local growing conditions. This can be
essential to project success. Thank you! s

SFE Nursery Partners
Minnesota
Prairie Moon Nursery
32115 Prairie Ln, Winona
(866) 417-8156
info@prairiemoon.com
Prairie Restorations Inc
31922 128th St, Princeton
(763) 631-9430
mevo@prairieresto.com
Illinois
Hidden Timber Gardens
462 S Chana Rd, Chana
(815) 751-4162  
monica@hiddentimbergardens.com
Marshland Transplant Aquatic
Nursery
32901 N Highway 21, Libertyville
(800) 208-2842  
marshland@centurytel.net
Midwest Ground Covers, LLC  &
Natural Garden Natives
6N800 IL Route 25, St Charles
(630) 584-0150  
mgsales@midwestgroundcovers.coM
Possibility Place Nursery
7548 W Manhattan-Monee Rd, Monee
(708) 534-3988  
Kelsay@possibilityplace.com

Prairie Earth Nursery
15588 Township Road 1400 E, Bradford
(309) 897-9911
jim_alwill@yahoo.com
Red Buffalo Nursery
10502 Seaman Rd, Hebron
(815) 648-4838 
jack@redbuffalonursery.com
Michigan
Borealis Seed Company
529 W Bluff St, Marquette
(906) 226-8507  
srborealis@peoplepc.com
Designs By Nature LLC
9874 Chadwick, Laingsburg
(517 651-6502
designsbynature@hotmail.com
Global Releaf of Michigan
1100 N Main St Ste 105, Ann Arbor
(800) 642-7353
globalreleafmi@aol.com
Michigan Wildflower Farm
11770 Cutler Rd, Portland
(517) 647-6010
wildflowers@voyager.net
Native Plant Nursery LLC
PO Box 7841, Ann Arbor
(734) 677-3260
plants@nativeplant.com

Oakland Wildflower Farm
520 N Hurd Rd, Ortonville
(248) 969-6904  
n8vplants@gmail.com
Wildtype Native Plant Nursery
900 N Every Rd,Mason
(517) 244-1140   
wildtype@msu.edu
Louisiana
Bois d'Arc Gardens
1831 Bull Run Rd, Schriever
(985) 859-4848  
bois@charter.net
Jenkins Farm & Nursery LLC
(998) 574-86177   
Louisiana Growers
63279 Lowery Rd, Amite
(985) 747-0510  
rick@lanativeplants.com
Louisiana State University Hilltop
Arboretum
1855 Highland Rd 70810, Baton Rouge
(225) 767-6916   
pdavis@lsu.edu
Maypop Nursery
4979 Spec Garig Rd, Norwood
maypophill@wildblue.net

Texas
It's About Thyme Garden Center
11726 Manchaca Road, Austin
(512) 280-1192  
iathyme@yahoo.com
Landscape Mafia
3800 North Lamar Blvd Ste 730-256.
Austin
(512) 522-9187  
Dave@landscapemafia.com
Wildseed Farms
(800) 848-0078  
orders1@wildseedfarms.com
North Carolina
Grants Creek Nursery
763 Grants Creek Rd, Jacksonville
(910) 353-0326  
grantscreeknursery@yahoo.com
Oxley Meadowbrook Nursery - We-
Du Natives
2055 Polly Spouto Rd, Marion
(828) 738-8300  
jamie@we-du.com
Onslow Nursery
566 Rhodestown Rd, Jacksonville
(910) 324-1828

2011 Seeds for Education - Part 1
By Mark Charles

2012 Seeds for Education Grant Recipients

Field Ecology Course, Twin Cities, MN
Students from the Field Ecology course at American Foreign Service Association (AFSA)
High School will create a northern long grass warm season prairie. They hope to attract
and monitor native pollinators. 
Environmental Science Class, Fisher, IL
High school students from the Environmental Science class will also create a prairie.
They want their fellow students to realize how important all parts of the environment are.  
Washington Middle School, Calumet, MI
In Michigan’s upper peninsula, students at Washington Middle School in Calumet will re-
store native plants at a nearby beach on Lake Superior. 
Krause Later Elementary School, Armada, MI
In the southern Michigan community of Armada, students from Krause Later Elementary
School will plant a courtyard with native wildflowers.
University Laboratory School, Baton Rouge LO
In Baton Rouge, Louisiana, students from the University Laboratory School are building a
native plant rain garden to expand an existing wetlands area,
Williams School, Austin, TX
Williams School in Austin, Texas, has a multi-faceted gardening project in a low-income
area. They are planting native wildflowers to attract and sustain pollinators, benefiting
food production and the environment.
Riverworks, Jacksonville, NC
Riverworks at Sturgeon City is a water quality project in Jacksonville, NC. Youth are plant-
ing natives to demonstrate how deep roots increase infiltration and reduce erosion. 
Four Winds of Indian Education, Chico, CA
At the Four Winds of Indian Education, young people are using native plants both to learn
traditional uses, and to improve the sustainability of their school grounds. Their site in
Chico, CA. is working to reduce irrigation.

Why genetic diversity is important: A modern day reason 
By Maryann Whitman

Majestic American elms (Ulmus americana) were among the most popular street trees in eastern North America until 95% of them
were wiped out by Dutch elm disease. The imported fungal infection interferes with water transport and stops nutrients from circulating
in the tree.

Plant scientists have found that one in 100,000 elms may be naturally resistant to the pathogen. It has in its DNA the recipe for a pro-
tein that helps make it resistant to the fungus. By cloning the resistant trees (test-tube reproduction of identical DNA), growing the cloned
trees to reproductive age, then cross pollinating them, American elm trees that are resistant to Dutch elm disease will be created. This
final product will have genetic diversity. This could mean that, although a large percentage of these new trees may be resistant, some non-
resistant ones may also appear. But the overall population of American elms will continue to increase.

Without genetic diversity, all the elm trees would have been identical. They would have been infected and all would have died, with
no chance of any being saved through cloning. s



Keep in mind that my native-plant
landscape was not, nor had it ever been,
a point of contention. In fact, none of
my newfound adversaries even knew
what property I owned. After this ut-
terly bewildering altercation, I suffered
weeks of insomnia and digestive dis-
tress the likes of which I’ve never expe-
rienced before, perceiving the whims of
a few small-town tyrants as a potential
threat to the decades-old, naturalized
landscape of our former home (we have
rented out the property since 2002).
Frustrated by their ignorance and im-
pertinence, I clawed at my mind for
some way to shine a light on their boor-
ish behavior and pre-empt the ratifica-
tion of any irrational dictates. I also
dreamed of finally expressing the value
of science-based landscaping in an un-
fettered public forum.

For about a month, I was consumed
with the task of turning my thoughts
into a documentary. A lifetime in pub-
lishing made the flow of words and im-
ages conceivable, however, formulating
the counter-arguments to both the re-
membered and imagined brutish voices
in my head proved emotionally
wrenching. A forced introduction to
audio recording  technology added to
the challenge.

After uploading the files to YouTube,
I sent emails to village officials and the
village attorney, telling them of my un-
pleasant meeting experience; my resolve
to litigate, if necessary, to defend our
landscape; and referring them to the
video. In what way my message has
contributed, or will contribute, to the
status of village policy, I can’t say. It’s
been about a year, and I’ve heard nary a
murmur. It may well be that the Plan-
ning Commission just gave up even
bothering with the subject, which was
my number one recommendation to
them.

You are welcome to air my videos in
public forums and embed them in web-
sites. For off-line use, it’s possible to
download YouTube videos using vari-
ous software programs or browser plug-
ins. Sadly, YouTube no longer offers an
automatic “enable download” feature,
or I would activate that convenience for
you.

I like to believe that the accessibility
and content of this presentation will
have value for those writing ordinances
and those playing Clarence Darrow in
their neighborhood’s courtroom of
public opinion.

Joy’s videos can be seen at: 
youtube.com/user/quarryjoy/featured

* * *
Joy also maintains a blog at: 
homemadewilderness.com where she
posts and organizes others’ videos
about ecological landscaping and or-
ganic gardening as they are published. s

LANDSCAPE ORDINANCES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 City-Living-Blues go Green
By Fred Kaluza

Back in the 1950’s, because of the au-
tomobile, events unfolded in a big way,
economically, for the Detroit, Michigan
area.  The former village of Warren in-
corporated as a regular “city” and that
brought major changes to the land-
scape. 

With the influx of money from the
post-war boom came increases in the
standard of living for many people in
the area.  People began spending more
time indoors, which led to a decline in
their interest in the out-of-doors.  More
and more food was coming from farther
away, as local farms became subdivi-
sions, and the “in” thing was to mimic
British aristocracy with “lawns”.

Lately things have not gone so well
for American cites raised on industrial-
ization, and people are aging and re-
flecting on their lives, remembering
what brought them happiness when
they were younger.  In short, residents
here are rediscovering the out-of-doors
and there is now an interest in restora-
tion and the reintroduction of native
plants and all they represent.

As I reviewed the city “vegetation or-
dinances” I realized there was no way a
tree could sprout from seed without
going through a height phase that re-
quired its removal. And, common Milk-
weed was officially “banned” from exis-
tence.  How could anyone even make a
butterfly garden without running afoul
of the law?

In November of 2011, I came across
Joy Buslaff’’s three-part video series ti-
tled “Pride-Science-Law” and it was a
revelation!  Suddenly I was no longer
alone.  It seemed other people like me
had encountered the same irrational
legislation and were doing something
about it.  Joy covers all the salient points
in remarkable fashion and I’ve since ac-
tually met with my city council mem-
bers to discuss it.  Just yesterday, the city
attorney has begun reviewing changes
to allow Common Milkweed back in the
city where it’s been banned since the ex-
isting ordinance was crafted in 1967.

It’s a small start but we hope it leads
to bigger things. 

This progress would not be possible
if it weren’t for the efforts of folks like
Joy Buslaff and the backing of Wild
Ones members everywhere.  Keep up
the good work people. 

Sincere thanks from Warren MI.
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Last fall, in spite of all the late
rains, volunteers at the WILD Center
got the short grass prairie pollinator
garden planted with over 6,000
plugs. The turtle nesting area got an-
other 1500 plugs.  Thank you to
everyone who contributed toward
these two developments.

One of the volunteers asked how
we knew the turtles would know
about the new nesting site. This is

what Wisconsin DNR Wildlife Biol-
ogist Dick Nikolai had to say by way
of answers and advice: “Generally
speaking if you build it, they will
come.  Also the baby turtles, and
now moms, have a greater tendency
to return to their natal site or area
where they hatched. 

What I would suggest is to plan
for another area if possible. It is far
better to have many sites
as predation lessens
with time and space. An
area to the north of the
house would be a good
spot. The area within the
prairie probably will be
used as well since it is
sandy. As with any new
development, document
any nesting in 2012.
Documentation of what
species use the site,
numbers of eggs (if pos-
sible without distur-
bance), as well as species

survival to hatching are important.
Time will tell us more. Good luck
and enjoy this exciting project.” 

Why is it important that we estab-
lish a turtle nesting area at the
WILD Center?

Overall numbers of turtles are de-
clining because of the loss of nest-
ing and hatchling habitat and, of
course, predation on hatchlings by

both wildlife and hu-
mans. This habitat loss
has been caused by wet-
land draining, urban de-
velopment and agricul-
tural usage.  The spread
of invasive plant species
such as reed canary
grass, purple loosestrife
and phragmites, along
with fewer uncontrolled
floods and fires have
also reduced the quality
and quantity of turtle
habitat.  

It is important that
we re-establish a nesting

area at the WILD Center because
our site includes the last remaining
working marsh on the Fox River
waterway which is part of the Great
Lakes watershed.  It is important
that we maintain the circle of life
in this marsh, and showcase the
successful biodiversity goals of our
Wild Ones mission. We teach by ex-
ample.

What does the nesting area consist
of? 

A mixture of half pea gravel and
half sand was used to provide for
drainage and to keep the soil loose
creating an appropriate habitat for
turtle nesting. This is also a soil mix-
ture that will be more appropriate
for the new short-grass-prairie
plant-plugs that were planted in this
area.  The dry prairie plants, which
grow in clumps, present less compe-
tition than the wet-mesic prairie
plants we have farther uphill in our
oak savanna. The turtles can dig
their nests in the openings between
the plants.  Further, the plants are
staggered in order to create open-
ings and pathways for the turtles.  If
the plants were in neat rows, the
predators could easily figure out
where to look for the nests.  The
staggering not only provides decep-
tion but will hold more of the soil,
preventing erosion. 

Where is the turtle nesting area lo-
cated? 

The nesting area is at the south-
east end of the oak savanna site, in
an open area which slopes down to-

WILD CENTER UPDATE: Turtle Habitat Installed

The center lies in the north-south migratory birds flyway. Many summer
there.

Painted turtle hatchlings get a lift to the water.



ward the shoreline and overlooks
Little Lake Butte des Morts.  Most
turtle nesting areas are near streams
or lakes where there is a south-fac-
ing slope, typically in areas that
have been disturbed in such a way
as to keep the habitat open – perfect
for laying eggs.  Heat from the sun
can be a factor for eggs hatching, so
habitat shaded by nearby structures
typically won’t be successful. 

In considering our selection of
plants we kept in mind that rocks
and sand absorb solar radiation but
also provide a quick cooling off ef-
fect.  This type of setting tends to
limit the type of perennials that
might establish in the area. This ef-
fect also keeps the area open, for
turtle access.

What is the best environment for
turtle nesting? 

Moisture is important for the eggs
so they don’t dry out. But, the site
must provide for proper drainage.
Wild Ones member Tracey Koenig,
Executive Director of Heckrodt Wet-
land Reserve which is near the High
Cliff area of Lake Winnebago which
is part of the Niagara Escarpment,

tells us that “the sand should be
placed a good ways upland from the
wetland.  The females will travel a
long way to get to suitable sites that
they sense are protected from flood-
ing.  Since you have a good handle
on where they are crossing,
putting the nesting area in
their path would be best.
The sand should be fairly
deep since the turtles will dig
up to 3 or 4 feet to lay their
eggs or you can also put a
shallower layer of sand over a
soil base that isn't too com-
pacted.”  Turtles will often
lay more than one layer of
eggs, in an effort to distract
predators from complete an-
nihilation of the would-be
hatchlings.

What turtles have we ob-
served? 

So far painted and snap-
ping turtles, although we
hope to attract the Bland-
ing’s turtles back to the area.
Last fall we helped a group
of snapper hatchlings get to
the marsh, and this spring we

assisted a group of painted turtles.
Surprised to see them so early in
the spring, we have learned that the
young, which hatch in late summer,
commonly hibernate inside the
natal nest.  The eggs that have not
been eaten hatch in the late fall and
the baby turtles make their way to
water.  Some hatchlings may, how-
ever, over-winter in the ground. The
babies that over-winter can with-
stand temperatures as low as
twenty-five degrees. At these tem-
peratures, the hatchlings’ blood and
other fluids may freeze, but their
cell walls don’t rupture, because
they contain a natural “anti-freeze”
substance. This natural anti-freeze
is available because the baby turtles
produce significantly higher levels
of glucose in the blood when they
are wintering over in this way.  The
adult turtles lose some of this abil-
ity to produce the natural anti-
freeze, but their bodies still tolerate
freezing temperatures while they
over-winter in mud, debris, or
muskrat holes at the bottoms of
lakes and rivers. s
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Snapping turtle hatchlings also get a hand.

Most of the workload at the WILD Center has been accomplished by volunteers from surrounding Wild Ones
Chapters, local Master Gardeners, and even non-members from the community at large. 



BOOK REVIEW

Attracting Native Pollinators
By Janet Allen

Attracting Native Pollinators:
Protecting North America’s Bees
and Butterflies is a project of The
Xerces Society. This comprehensive,
practical guide to protecting our
native pollinators is scientifically
sound, and very user-friendly.

A few years ago, Colony Col-
lapse Disorder (CCD), the mysteri-
ous disappearance of honey bees
from their hives, sparked a height-
ened awareness of pollinators,

along with renewed appreciation for the work they do.
Though not receiving as much publicity as CCD, a parallel cri-

sis has been occurring with native pollinators. (Honey bees are
not native to this continent.) For example, populations of several
bumble bee species have declined sharply. This is alarming not
just because native pollinators are very efficient and effective pol-
linators of our food crops—some more so than honey bees—but
also because they pollinate about 75 percent of the world’s flow-
ering plants, which, of course, includes food plants.

We can make a real difference right in our yards and public
spaces by protecting native pollinators. Attracting Native Pollina-
tors explains how.

Parts One and Two consist of 15 chapters on the topics of pol-
lination, pollinators, the challenges they face, and how to take
action. Parts Three and Four are guides to identification and un-
derstanding of bees, and to creating pollinator-friendly land-
scapes.

Don’t skip the colored out-take boxes- they are packed with
information.

Part 1: Pollinators and Pollination
Part 1 tackles the most important question first: Why Care

About Pollinators? Most people understand that many food
crops require pollination, but it may be a fairly abstract notion, a
vague vision of bees buzzing around a farmer’s field. We may be
less aware of how essential pollination is for maintaining healthy
ecosystems and natural areas.

The second chapter, The Biology of Pollination, describes how
pollination occurs, and the next chapter, Meet the Pollinators,
describes the life cycle of bees, wasps, butterflies and moths, flies,
and beetles and explains how they function as pollinators.

The final chapter in Part 1 discusses the many Threats to Polli-
nators, which include habitat loss, alien species, diseases, climate
change, pesticides, and genetically modified crops.

Part 2: Taking Action
This is the heart of the book and by far the largest section. It

starts by noting the features of a pollinator habitat. Wild Ones
won’t be surprised to see that the first required feature of a suc-
cessful pollinator habitat is that it have “a diversity of plants,
preferably native.”

Chapters on Providing Foraging Habitat, Reducing Impact of
Land Management Practices on Pollinators (such as the use of
pesticides), providing Nesting and Egg-Laying Sites for Pollina-
tors, and providing Pupation and Overwintering Sites describe in
detail these other important features of pollinator habitats.

The book is a helpful guide for many people and organiza-
tions in many situations. Of course, the basic principles are the
same for every type of landscape, but it addresses issues specific
to particular landscapes with separate chapters on: Home,
School, and Community Gardens, Pollinator Conservation on
Farms, Pollinator Conservation in Natural Areas, Urban Green-

spaces, Parks, and Golf Courses, Special Considerations for Other
Landscapes

Part 2 concludes with a Grassroots Action chapter with conser-
vation recommendations and ideas for promoting legislation
that could implement them.

Part 3: Bees of North America
Wild Ones members’ yards are filled with native plants, so

many of us are probably already enjoying the pleasant buzzing of
pollinators. But do you know much about who is buzzing? 

The three sections of Part 3 won’t make you an entomologist,
but you will become more bee-literate. It provides an overview of
the diversity and taxonomy of bees; it shows you how to distin-
guish bees from flies, wasps, and other insects; and it provides an
identification guide that profiles each type of bee. 

This identification guide has one-page summaries of each
genus. It won’t enable you to identify a particular species out of
the many thousands in North America, but it will help you recog-
nize the basic differences between, for example, miner bees and
mason bees. Besides identification tips, it has a life-size silhou-
ette of the insect and a pronunciation guide for the genus name.
It provides information about the foraging habits and nesting
preferences of each type of bee, as well as conservation concerns.
Finally, an intriguing “Did You Know?” fact appears at the end of
each identification page.

Part 4: Creating a Pollinator-Friendly Landscape
The first three parts of the book provide information and in-

spiration for helping native pollinators, but you may need a
more concrete vision of what your pollinator habitat might look
like. That is what Part 4 provides.

Though not intended as a prescriptive landscape design, the
Sample Gardens section offers beautiful illustrations of what
each kind of planting—roadside plantings, residential gardens,
farm meadows and so forth—might look like. Each illustration is
paired with a diagram indicating the types of plants used in the
example. Following these examples are Regional Plant Lists for
Native Pollinator Gardens.

Just as Part 3 profiled bees, Part 4 profiles some pollen and
nectar plants, native trees and shrubs, and garden plants. Round-
ing out the resources in this section is a quite comprehensive list
of Host Plants for Butterflies.

Looking at all the topics covered in this book, you might won-
der how well any one topic might be covered. However, this is a
hefty book—over 350 pages—and it covers each topic very well.
An Appendix includes Ideas for Educators and Parents, a Glos-
sary, and lists books, websites, and organizations as additional
resources. 

Abundant, beautifully drawn graphics throughout Attracting
Native Pollinators clearly illustrates concepts that cannot be con-
veyed with photographs. High-quality photographs on almost
every page further illuminate the topics. Sidebars provide sup-
porting, easy-to-access information, and at the beginning of each
chapter a sidebar summarizes the big ideas in that chapter with
three or four bullet points. It’s an impressively well-designed
guidebook!

As Dr. Marla Spivak, Professor of Apiculture and Social Insects
at the University of Minnesota as well as a 2010 MacArthur Fel-
low, says in the book’s Foreword:

“This book is much more than a resource on how to improve
habitat for native pollinators. It is a step-by-step guide for chang-
ing our stewardship of the earth; it is a tangible way for people of
all ages to make a difference. For many of our Earth’s current en-
vironmental ills, you will be part of the solution.” s
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NEW AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Metro Blooms
PO Box 17099
Minneaspolis, MN 55417
becky@metroblooms.org
www.metroblooms.net
Twin Cities Chapter
Oakbrook Park District
1450 Forest Gate Road
Oak Brook, IL  60523
bgibellina@obparks.org
Greater DuPage Chapter

RENEWING AFFILIATE MEMBER
Civic Garden Center
2715 Reading Rd
Cincinnati, OH  45206
(513) 221-0981 
vciotti@civicgardencenter.org
www.civicgardencenter.org
Greater Cincinnati Chapter
Drake Community Library
930 Park St
Grinnel, IA  50112
Partner-at-Large
Gilberg Perennial Farms
2906 Ossenfort Rd
Wildwood, MO 63038-1718
(314) 458-2033 
cindy.gilberg@gmail.com
St. Louis Chapter
Heckrodt Wetland Reserve
1305 Plank Rd
Menasha, WI  54952-0554
(920) 720-9349 
heckrodtwetland.tk@tds.net
www.heckrodtwetland.com
Fox Valley Area Chapter
Kalamazoo Nature Center
7000 N Westnedge Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
(269) 381-1574x17 
sreding@naturecenter.org
www.naturecenter.org
Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Rd
McLean, IL 61754
angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Illinois Prairie Chapter

NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS
Heritage Flower Farm
33725 County Rd L
Mukwonago, WI  53199
(262) 882-0804 
badelman@wi.rr.com
www.heritageflowerfarm.com
Partner-at-Large
Springhouse Gardens, LLC
125 W Catnip Hill Rd
Lexington, KY  40356
(859) 224-1417 
greatplants@springhousegardens.com
www.springhousegardens.com
Lexington Chapter

RENEWING BUSINESS MEMBERS
Blackfoot Native Plants
PO Box 761
Bonner, MT  59823
(406) 244-5800 
plants@blackfootnativeplants.com
www.blackfootnativeplants.com
Partner-at-Large
Edge of the Woods Native Plant Nursery LLC
2415 Route 100
Orefield, PA  18069
(610) 395-2570 
stantsits@edgeofthewoodsnursery.com
www.edgeofthewoodsnursery.com
Partner-at-Large
Fields Neighborhood
PO Box 555
East Troy, WI  53120-0555
(262) 642-2651 
karenskylark@gmail.com
www.fieldsneighborhood.org
Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr Chapter
Formecology LLC
210 Cemetery Rd
Evansville, WI  53536
(608) 882-6656 
john.g@formecology.com
www.formecology.com
Madison Chapter
Hickory Road Gardens
2041 Hickory Rd
Mosinee, WI  54455
(715) 693-6446 
brayherb@mtc.net
Central Wisconsin Chapter

Native Connections
17080 Hoshel Rd
Three Rivers, MI  49093-9638
(269) 580-4765 Susie 
jerry@nativeconnections.net
www.nativeconnections.net
Kalamazoo Area Chapter
NES Ecological Services
4664 Golden Pond Park Ct
Hobart, WI  54155-9292
(920) 499-5789 
jhavel@releeinc.com
www.releeinc.com/NES
Green Bay Chapter
Pizzo Native Plant Nursery, LLC
10729 Pine Rd
Leland, IL  60531-0098
(815) 495-2300x102 
kyleb@pizzonursery.com
www.pizzonursery.com
Rock River Valley Chapter
Prairie Nursery
PO Box 306, Dept WO
Westfield, WI  53964-0306
(800) 476-9453 
ndiboll@prairienursery.com
www.prairienursery.com
Central Wisconsin Chapter
Prairie Restorations Inc
31922 128th Street PO Box 327
Princeton,  MN  55371-0327
(763) 389-4342 
info@prairieresto.com
www.prairieresto.com
St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter
Northern Sunset Perennials
Germantown, WI  53022-1906
(262) 253-1412 
info@northernsunset.com
www.northernsunset.com
Menomonee River Area Chapter
Wildflower Preservation and Propagation
Committee (W.P.P.C.)
PO Box 352
Woodstock, IL  60098
cstuck2@comcast.net
www.theWPPC.org
Lake-To-Prairie Chapter

Business and Affiliate Members

Green Flicks: Different films are appearing as chapter presen-
tations including: “A Chemical Reaction” (at Door County and
N. Oakland chapters), “Queen of the Sun” (bees, Flint attend-
ing), “End of the Line” (oceans, Gr. Cincinnati), “Truck Farm”
(Gr. Cincinnati), and of course “Greenfire” (several chapters).

Here is information on the films:
1. Queen o f the Sun, 
www.queenofthesun.com/store/host-a-screening/

2. Truck Farm, www.truck-farm.com, wdscreenings@gmail.com  
3. End o f the Line, www.bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/eol.html   
4. A Chemical Reactio n, www.safelawns.org/chemical-reaction/     

Special price for groups of 20 or less.
5. Greenfire, www.aldoleopold.org/greenfire/screening.shtml

If you are planning to show any of these videos, please make
certain you are complying with any and all copyright require-
ments relative to the films.  Videos may say  “Unauthorized pub-
lic performance, broadcasting or copying is a violation of federal
law.”   Chapters should be able to use videos in their meetings
because we are an educational organization and we are using the
video for education. However, if chapters charge admission or
gain revenue from the showing, it would be a violation of copy-
right law. In all cases, it is best to ask for permission to use videos
for public performance right away. 

Show Me Help Me
This is also the time of year when chapters are planning for

their annual Show Me Help Me Programs.  If you’d like to
“show” your yard to either get some helpful advice from other
members or to offer helpful ideas to other members just getting
started, don’t hesitate to offer your personal landscaping as a des-
tination for one of these events.  Contact your local chapter pro-
gram chair or president.  Networking and sharing information
with other native landscaping enthusiasts is the best way to sup-
port our mission and to create more harmony with nature.  To
find out more about  Show Me Help Me, go to
http://www.wildones.org/download/guidebook/0040Refer-
ence/004lShowMeHelpMeDayGuidelines.pdf.

Chapter Notes 
from Secretary Steve Windsor
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New Lifetime Members
Pat Clancy

Greater DuPage (IL) Chapter

William E Hastings
Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter

Karen Retzer
Milwaukee-North (WI) Chapter

Thank you for your support and your dedication to Wild Ones.



VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.
Ameritech.net/users/rasillon/Seed.html

PLEASE SEND

$1 FOR

SEED

CATALOG

Over 170 species from southeastern 

Wisconsin prairies

Bob Ahrenhoerster, 
Prairie Restoration 

Specialist

P.O. Box 83, North Lake
Wisconsin 53064-0083
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The Meeting Place
Chapters, please send your chapter contact information to: Meeting Place Coordinator Mary Paquette
N2026 Cedar Road • Adell, Wisconsin 53001 • 920-994-2505 • meeting@for-wild.org

CALIFORNIA
North County Coastal Chapter #95
Anne Chelling-Teschler 855-523-5016
ColonialAnne@gmail.com

COLORADO
Front Range Chapter #86 (Seedling)
Susan Smith 303-921-7337
Susan@TheHabitatGardener.com

CONNECTICUT
Mountain Laurel Chapter #78
Kathy T. Dame 860-439-5060
ktdame@comcast.net

ILLINOIS
Greater DuPage Chapter #9
Pat Clancy 630-964-0448
clancypj@sbcglobal.net
Illinois Prairie Chapter #92
Sherrie Snyder 309-376-2070
slc12852@hotmail.com
Lake-To-Prairie Chapter #11
Janice Hand 847-940-9482
janicehand@mitec.com
Sandra Miller 847-546-4198 sanran2@aol.com
Macomb Chapter #42 (Seedling)
Margaret Ovitt 309-836-6231
card@macomb.com
North Park Chapter #27
Wilma McCallister
bug788@gmail.com
Northern Kane County #88
Dave Poweleit 847-794-8962
nkwildones@gmail.com
Rock River Valley Chapter #21
Constance McCarthy 815-282-0316
kublaikhan@mac.com

INDIANA
Gibson Woods Chapter #38
Joy Bower 219-844-3188 Jbower1126@aol.com
Pat Rosenwinkel patrosen@sbcglobal.net

KENTUCKY
Lexington Chapter #64
Beate Popkin beatepopkin@qx.net
Louisville Metrowild Chapter #26
Portia Brown 502-454-4007
loumetrowildones@insightbb.com

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Chapter #3
Andrea Matthies 734-604-4674
andrea@jamesodell.com
Calhoun County Chapter #39
Glen Walter 269-979-3764 cg_walter@yahoo.com
Central Upper Peninsula Chapter #61
Laurie Johnsons 906-428-4358
yooperchic@chartermi.net
Flint River Chapter #32
Rebecca Gale-Gonzalez 810-762-0455
rebecca.gale@mcc.edu

Houghton-Hancock Chapter #60 (Seedling)
Kristine Bradof 906-482-0446 kbradof@mtu.edu
Kalamazoo Area Chapter #37
Michael & Carol Klug 269-623-6725
klug@mei.net or www.kalamazoowildones.org
Mid-Mitten Chapter #80
Jeanne Henderson 989-684-3841
hendersonjeanne23@gmail.com 
North Oakland Chapter #91
James Brueck 248-625-7597
mdbrueck@gmail.com
Laura Gruzwalski 248-454-6856
lgruzwalski@hrc-engr.com
Oakland Chapter #34
Barb Bray 248-601-6405
brayfamily@netscape.com
Red Cedar Chapter #41
Mary Leys 517-887-0596
wildonespress@yahoo.com
Betty Seagull seagull@msu.edu
River City-Grand Rapids Area Chapter #83
Amy Heilman 616-308-8176
amy.heilman@sbcglobal.net
Southeast Michigan Chapter #47
John DeLisle 248-672-7611
johndgoesyard247@wowway.com

MINNESOTA
Arrowhead Chapter #48
Carol Andrews 218-529-8204
candrews@barr.com
Brainerd Chapter #90
Susan Cebelinski 218-546-5668
cbel1@charter.net
Northfield Prairie Partners Chapter #94
Arlene Kjar 507-645-8903 lizzkjar@q.com
St. Cloud Chapter #29
Brian Johnson 320-356-9462
bjohnson@csbsju.edu
St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter #71
Diane Hilscher 651-436-3836
hilscherdesign@comcast.net
Roger Miller st.croix.wild.ones@mac.com
Twin Cities Chapter #56
Marilyn Jones 612-724-8084
MarilynDJones@gmail.com

MISSOURI
Mid-Missouri Chapter #49
Laura Hillman HillmanL@health.Missouri.edu
St. Louis Chapter #31
Ed Schmidt 314-647-1608
eschmidt1@sbcglobal.net

NEW YORK
Habitat Gardening in Central New York #76
Janet Allen 315-487-5742
habitatcny@gmail.com
Niagara Falls & River Region Chapter #87
Donna VanBuecken
Executive Director of Wild Ones 
877-394-9453 execdirector@wildones.org

OHIO
Akron #99 (Seedling)
Kim Downs kimdowns@smithersmail.com
Columbus Chapter #4
Luanne Hendricks 614-895-7639
lrhendricks@gmail.com
Greater Cincinnati Chapter #62
Chris McCullough 513-860-4959
iluvdirt@fuse.net
Oak Openings Region Chapter #77
Stephanie Saba 419-261-7000
nativebeauty3@gmail.com

WISCONSIN
Central Wisconsin Chapter #50
Dan Dieterich 715-344-1063
word1consult@gmail.com
Door County Chapter #59
Peter Sigman 920-824-5193 peter@sigmann.net
Fox Valley Area Chapter #8
Kristin L. Kauth 920-766-2292
wildonesfoxvalley@gmail.com
Green Bay Chapter #10
Bonnie Vastag 920-217-7737
norway995@gmail.com
Kettle Moraine Chapter #93
Mariette Nowak 262-642-2352
mmnowak@wi.rr.com 
Madison Chapter #13
Laurie J. Yahr 608-274-6539
yahrkahl@sbcglobal.net
Barb Glassel 608-819-0087 bglassel@gmail.com
Sue Reindollar 608-233-9383
Menomonee River Area Chapter #16
Jan Koel 262-251-7175
Carolyn Larkin 414-881-4017
plantlarkin@gmail.com
Milwaukee North Chapter #18
Message Center: 414-299-9888 x1
Milwaukee Southwest-Wehr Chapter #23
Message Center: 414-299-9888x2
Root River Area Chapter #43
Nan Calvert 262-681-4899
native.plant.calvert@gmail.com
Wolf River Chapter #74
Mary Kuester 715-526-3401
Sue Templeman boosue@frontiernet.net
For information about starting a chapter in
your area: www.for-wild.org/chapters.html.

CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES
Northfield Prairie Partners (MN) 1 year
Mid-Mitten (MI) 6 years
Mountain Laurel (CT) 6 years
Wolf River (WI) 8 years
Twin Cities (MN) 11 years
Calhoun County (MI) 12 years
Southeast Michigan 12 years
Louisville MetroWild (KY) 14 years
Columbus (OH) 18 years
Greater DuPage (IL) 20 years
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Solutions for the
Natural Landscaper

Solutions for the
Natural Landscaper
Design and Installation
• Natural landscaping using native
plants – prairie, shade, and wetland
environments

• Raingardens
• Retaining walls – natural and block
(green and plantable)

• Patios – Flagstone & flat rock and
permeable, porous and water-
retaining pavers

Maintenance
• Prairie burns
• Restoration
• Bio-detention
• Weed & invasive species control

Lake Shore Cleaners, Inc.
4623 N. Richmond Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54913
920-734-0747
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Prairie Plants, 

Perennials & Ferns 

 
 

Over 1,000 varieties of 

field-grown plants  

perfect for our  

Wisconsin climate.  

ALSO... 

dried flowers, unique gifts, 

antiques & outdoor art. 

 
 

262-966-2787    

www.monchesfarm.com 

 

5890 Monches Rd. 

Colgate 
scenic Holy Hill area 

 

  Spring Hours: 

Tuesday-Friday 10-5 

Sat. & Sun. 10-4 

CLOSED MONDAYS 
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Phone 608.223.3571          

Fax 608.884.4640

ecosolutions@agrecol.com

 
 

 

 

 

Native Plants 
& Seed Mixes
Bird & Butterfly 
Gardens

Pollinator 
Habitat

Rain Gardens

Order Online           
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Name

Address

City

State/Zip

Phone

E-Mail

Annual Dues Wild Wilder Wildest
Household $37 $60 $100+
Business $250 $600 $1200+
Professional/Educator $90 $120 $150+
Affiliate Not-for-Profit
Organization $90 $120 $150
Limited income/full-time student household  $20/year
Lifetime $1500 (or payable in three annual $500 installments)

Joining or Renewing for years. $

Membership Premiums
I am joining at the $60 or higher level.
I am joining at the $100 or higher level.

Send me premium(s).

Extra Donations For The WILD Center
For Seeds for Education
For the Wild Ones Journal
Other
Extra donation amount $

Chapter preference (See chapter listing on page 16.) 
or Partner-at-Large (PAL).

No need to send me a paper copy of the Journal. Send me 
an e-mail when the new issues of the Journal are online.

If this is a gift membership:
Your Name

Occasion for Gift

The entire membership fee is tax deductible.

Payment: Send check to: Wild Ones, P.O. Box 1274, Appleton,
Wisconsin 54912, or call us toll-free at 1-877-FYI-WILD to use
your credit card, or go online at www.wildones.org/joining.html.

Mark Your Calendars
August 17 – 19th—Come and join us
for the 2012 Wild Ones Annual
Membership Meeting, the 3rd Quarter
National Board Meeting and the
Chapter Development Weekend—the
Sequel.  These events are all happening
August 17 – 19th at the WILD Center in Neenah,
Wisconsin.  Check the website for the final schedule of
events and registration information located on the home
page.

July 27 – 29th—Midwest Native Plant Conference will be
held at the Bergamo Center in Dayton, Ohio.  A variety of
recognized experts will present informational sessions and
field trips to explore native landscaping, forests, wetlands,
and prairies—together with the diverse wildlife that
depends on these native habitats.  Co-sponsored by
Greater Cincinnati Chapter Wild Ones.  Look at
www.midwestnativeplants.org for more information.

August 31st—Submit your photos for the 2012 Wild Ones
Photo Contest by August 31st.  Photos will be judged by a
professional photographer and Wild Ones Members will
vote for the People’s Choice Award.  Please check the web-
site for updated procedures and guidelines at
www.wildones.org/members/photos.

October 15th—2013 Seeds for Education Grant Program
applications are due by midnight on October 15th.  Check
out the website at www.wildone.org for more information.

JoinWildOnes
Get a Gift
Wild Ones celebrates its thirty-third anni versary 
with a new  premium – access to the Top 12 
Journal articles, a how-to-do-it sampling for all 
new and renewing members. New and renewing 
members at the “Wilder” level also get note 
cards – and at the “Wildest” level also get the 
2013 Wild Ones calendar.

V

V

V

V



MATCHING DONATION
Marie Johnson Kalamazoo Area (MI) Chapter Pfizer Foundation 1:1
GENERAL OPERATING FUND
C Diane Macaulay Ann Arbor (MI) Chapter
Beth Hippert Brainerd (MN) Chapter
Ray Darling, David & Karen Edwards, Jacki Kossik, and Donna & John
VanBuecken Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Jackie Diehl Gibson Woods (IN) Chapter
Monica Lowy, Carol J Scott Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter
Amy Lehman, Dave & Bridget Lemberg, and Gail Walter 
Kalamazoo Area (MI) Chapter
Richard J Ehrenberg Kettle Moraine (WI) Chapter
Joseph Giles & Carla Leppert Lake-To-Prairie (IL) Chapter
Martha Peterson & Brett Spear Lexington (KY) Chapter
Gary Britton and Bill & Carol Klug Menomonee River Area (WI) Chapter
David & Louise Petering Milwaukee-North (WI) Chapter
Jim Macdonald North Park Village Nature Center (IL) Chapter
Michael & Cynthia Sevilla Oakland (MI) Chapter
Bill Schneider Red Cedar (MI) Chapter
Chris Muldoon River City - Grand Rapids Area (MI) Chapter
Allen Reed & Andrea Dubnick and Virginia & Walter Watson             

Rock River Valley (IL) Chapter
Timothy & Lois Fulton, Barbara Meyocks, and Charles Heide 

Root River Area (WI) Chapter
Vicki Flier, Fran Glass, and Ann Case St Louis (IL) Chapter
JOURNAL - MEMBER SUPPORT
Marie Johnson Kalamazoo Area (MI) Chapter
SFE - Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Cathy Wood Arrowhead (MN) Chapter
Beth Hippert Brainerd (MN) Chapter
Darlene Tymn Central Wisconsin Chapter
David & Karen Edwards and Chuck & Lynne Oehmcke 

Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Pat Clancy Greater DuPage (IL) Chapter
Dave & Joan Wendling Kalamazoo Area (MI) Chapter
Leslie & Dave Mroch Kettle Moraine (WI) Chapter
Amanda McCue Lake-To-Prairie (IL) Chapter
Donna M Gager Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr  (WI) Chapter
Trish & John Hennig North Oakland (MI) Chapter
Paula Kramer Partner-at-Large (OH)
John & Ruth Todt Rock River Valley (IL) Chapter

HQ & WILD CENTER DEVELOPMENT
Beth Hippert Brainerd (MN) Chapter
David & Karen Edwards, and Sue & Robert Kinde, Ironwood Foundation
Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Greater DuPage Chapter Sign for WILD Center
Carol J Scott Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter
Robin Vandermay Illinois Prairie (IL) Chapter
Leslie & Dave Mroch Kettle Moraine (WI) Chapter
Eileen Metress Partner-at-Large (OH)
Charles Heide Root River Area (WI) Chapter
ADOPT AN OAK
Loris & Arno Damerow, and Kathleen & Jeff Hallett 

Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Mary Lou M Findley Milwaukee-North (WI) Chapter
Sally Heuer Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr (WI) Chapter
Ken Lukow Root River Area (WI) Chapter
ADOPT A TURTLE
Gary Zamzow Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Steve Fluett Greater DuPage (IL) Chapter
Donna T Borthwick Rock River Valley (IL) Chapter
DONATION-IN-KIND 
Chris Olson prairie Seeds from USFWS Horicon National Wildlife Refuge Fox
Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Donna & John VanBuecken Various evergreen and hardwood seedlings and
spring ephemerals Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Carol J & Jim Catlin Directory to Resources on Wildflower Propagation Fox
Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Lynnel Arndt Plants for Wild Center gardens Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter
Steve & Vivian Hazell Tallgrass Prairie, The Inland Sea book Fox Valley Area 
(WI) Chapter
Carolyn Cullen Desmodium canadense seed North Park Village Nature Center 
(IL) Chapter
Northern Kane County Chapter Doug Tallamy Live at the Elgin Academy 
DVD
RR Donnelley & Company Conference Tables, Rolling Rack, Chairs, 
Stackable Black Chairs, Bulletin Board, Letter Folder Partner-at-Large (WI)
Wendy Woyczik Wild Ones for your assistance in obtaining seed to be used 
in restoring our oak savanna at the WILD Center Partner-at-Large (WI)
Virginia S & Walter Watson Book-Creating Habitats and Homes for Illinois
Wildlife and Planting the Wild Garden Rock River Valley (IL) Chapter

P.O. Box 1274
Appleton, WI 54912-1274
www.wildones.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
OSHKOSH, WI
PERMIT NO 90

Is your membership OK? How about your address?
If the imprint above is dated 7/1/12 or before, your membership is about to expire.

Money Going Down the Drain! If you are moving, either
temporarily or permanently, please let the National Office
know as soon as your new address is official. Returned and
forwarded mail costs Wild Ones anywhere from $.77 to
$3.77 per piece. Each issue this adds up to a lot of money
that could be used to support our mission.

How You Can Help. When planning a long vacation, or a
move, please mail your address information to Wild Ones,
P.O. Box 1274, Appleton, Wisconsin 54912, call toll-free at
877-394-9453, or go to the Wild Ones members-only pages
at www.for-wild.org. Click on item 2 (Update Personal Mem-
bership Info) and enter the appropriate changes. Thanks!

NAT I V E P L A N T S ,  N AT U R A L L A ND S C A P E S

THANK YOU


