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Working toward our next
25 years restoring native plants

and natural landscapes.

In the last issue of the Wild Ones Journal we spoke at length about the invasive species, garlic
mustard (Alliaria petiolata). In fact, hardly an issue goes by that we don’t have some mention of
invasive exotics. In the November/December 2005 issue we reviewed Elizabeth Czarapata’s book,
Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest. Her lists of invasive plants may be specific to the Midwest but
are applicable to anywhere in the continental United States where those plants are capable of
growing. She mentions that, according to a recent report from Cornell University, “Every year, 
the costs associated with non-native weeds approach and exceed $26 billion in the United States
(including Hawaii and Alaska) alone.”

It has become abundantly evident that something other than pure manpower and brute 
pulling force is necessary to control these interlopers. We do need to control them for the sake of 
a large number of natives that are being displaced by these plants, and ecosystems that are being
disrupted. In order to gain control of these culprits we may need to consider the thoughtful and
careful use of herbicides.

Most of our antibiotics (penicillin, tetracycline etc.,) exploit the differences among the “illness-
producing” and the beneficial biota. For instance, tetracycline interrupts the action of transfer RNA
of the target disease organism and not of the rest of the cell wherein it resides. Through this action
the illness-producing organism is stopped. A similar strategy may be necessary for the control of
unwanted, disruptive plants – exploit the special characteristic of the organism we wish to elimi-
nate. Whether it be garlic mustard or any other of a panoply of exotic invasives that have arrived
on our shores. CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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It’s time for an update on the status of the
new headquarters building. The process is in a
sort of limbo, and the outlook not too bright.
We have received preliminary approval from
the NRDA for funds to purchase the wetlands.
However, the approval represents only about
10% of what we requested. The Wisconsin
DNR (WI-DNR) continues to evaluate their
half of the grant, but their appraisal of the

value was well below the asking price, and they are struggling to
identify a precedent to utilize in funding the purchase of the build-
ing. Our option to purchase the land and building has expired due
to the length of time required for the grant evaluations. The current
owner of the land is in the process of deeding the land back to the
original owners to avoid foreclosure, and is in foreclosure proceed-
ings for the house.

The Executive Committee of the National Board has reviewed
the circumstances leading to this outcome, or lack thereof. The con-
sensus is to monitor the WI-DNR grants process and the foreclosure
process. It was agreed, however, that we will not recommend to the
Board that we look for additional funds or seek any form of loan to
purchase the house at a minimum. We had indicated to our mem-
bership early on that obtaining a national headquarters for Wild
Ones would not cost us money that we did not have, and we intend
to stick with that philosophy. However, should anyone know of a
ready source for a $250,000 grant to purchase the building and the
land it sits on, please let Donna or me know.

Because the outlook for what was to be a new facility to house
our national business activities is not bright, the Executive Com-
mittee will be approaching the Board about renting an office in 
the Appleton, Wisconsin, area to be used as the Wild Ones head-

quarters. While Donna is not asking for the move, it is time for our
organization to move out of Donna’s front room (and basement
and garage). So we have asked her to research available spaces and
office options in her area.

All is not lost in this exercise. We have received a wake-up call 
to consider the future of our business operations and the establish-
ment of a physical presence. Many of the arguments put forth to
justify the new headquarters movement have not gone away. They
are as valid today as when they were advanced last spring. This is
why we must continue to consider our options while we have time
to carefully and prudently consider them. ✦

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Looking at Other Options for Wild Ones National Headquarters

Joe Powelka, Wild Ones National President
president@for-wild.org

We had indicated to our membership early on that
obtaining a national headquarters for Wild Ones
would not cost us money that we did not have,
and we intend to stick with that philosophy.
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WILD ONES SHOOTING STAR

&
Writers

Artists
Maryann Whitman is the editor of the
Wild Ones Journal. She is a member of
the Oakland (MI) Chapter.

When not in her garden, Rebecca
Chesin is studying to be a psycho-
therapist, and hopes someday to
develop programs in horticultural
therapy. She is a member of the Twin
Cities (MN) Chapter.

Barb Bray writes “The Next Genera-
tion” column, and is a member of the
Oakland (MI) Chapter.

Celia Larsen writes the “Seeds for Edu-
cation” column. She is a member of
the Ann Arbor (MI) Chapter.

Katherine D. Rill is a long-time member of the Fox 
Valley Area (WI) Chapter. Her life illustrates how an
ordinary person who is committed to one idea over a 
lifetime can have an extraordinary impact.

Katherine spent her early years in Milwaukee. Even though
living in the city, she became passionate about nature at an early
age, watching butterflies in her back yard, and learning the
secrets of the inhabitants of the vacant lots that dotted her
neighborhood.

She attended the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, and
earned a master’s degree. Her thesis, “A Vascular Flora of Winne-
bago County, Wisconsin,” is available through the Wild Ones
Library.

As a teacher, botanist, and friend of taxonomy and herbaria
in the service of plant conservation, Katherine collected her first specimen at Girl Scout
camp in 1947. In October, 2001 she donated her private collection to the University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh Herbarium – a total of more than 8,600 specimens collected through-
out North America over the last 50 years. This invaluable collection includes some impor-
tant county and state records, including voucher specimens for comprehensive floristic 
surveys of Winnebago County. Her collection also includes several specimens collected in
the early 1900s by her mother (www.uwosh.edu/departments/
biology/herbarium/herbarium.html).

By doing what was interesting to her, she shared her passions with the Oshkosh com-
munity, participating in organizations that planned for and promoted land and wildlife
protection, and the civil rights of landowners. She was active in the Wisconsin Society of
Ornithology, the Ridges Sanctuary in Bailey’s Harbor, and served on the Nature Conser-
vancy advisory board. Two nature centers and an environmental charter school were special
projects of hers.

Her article titled “What Is an Herbarium?” appears in the November/December 2003
issue of the Wild Ones Journal, and she has written numerous articles on wildlife for The
Lake Flyer, the newsletter of the Winnebago Audubon Society of the Oshkosh area, a group
that Katherine helped form.

Other achievements include, in 1984, the receipt of the Citizens Natural Resources
Association (CNRA) Silver Acorn award which honors special conservationists. The award
reads, “CNRA president from 1981 to 1984, former secretary.” Established in 1951, CNRA
works “militantly” for wise use of the state’s natural resources, following the principals set
down by Aldo Leopold, and to this day remains a small group of committed and active
conservationists. (See the July/August 2003 issue of the Wild Ones Journal.) Most recently
she received an environmental award from the Fox Valley Sierra Group.

Jan Scalpone, also a past president of CNRA and member of Fox Valley Area (WI) 
Chapter of Wild Ones, was asked to comment on her friend Katherine’s achievements. Jan
wrote, “I think the whole point is not that Kay has done anything spectacular – instead, she
illustrates how an ordinary person who is committed to one idea over a lifetime can have 
an extraordinary impact. Her ‘one idea’ is a close identification with the natural world. 
It defines her life. Check out her luggage for a two-week trip to Florida – one suitcase and 
four plant-presses.”

Katherine recently received an honorable mention from the Council for Wisconsin
Writers, Inc., through the Ellis/Henderson Outdoor Writing Award for her book, Canticle 
of the Birds, (Xlibris Corp.). Katherine’s book contains stories, written over a period of years.
It represents a culmination of years of living close to nature, and a sharing of observations
and reflections about the familiar plants and animals that surround us. It was illustrated by
Janet Wissink, Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter (www.wisconsinwriters.org). ✦

Katherine Rill

Lifetime Members
Wild Ones is pleased to announce 
that we have two new lifetime mem-
berships. They are Steven D. and
Keiko Kojima Hall of the Rock River
Valley (IL) Chapter, and Susan L. and
Darrell Borger of the Root River (WI)
Chapter. Congratulations everyone!
No more renewal reminders.

August 17-19th
Third Quarter 2006 National Board

Meeting and Annual Meeting
at Bergamo Center

Dayton, Ohio
Hosted by the 

Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter.
This is a peaceful setting, with much 
to do there and in the surrounding
areas. Consider planning a family

vacation around this event. More infor-
mation on the programs will become

available as planning progresses.

She illustrates how an
ordinary person who is
committed to one idea over
a lifetime can have an extra-
ordinary impact. Her “one
idea” is a close identification
with the natural world.
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These actions are consistent with the
mission of the Wild Ones, namely, to promote
biodiversity and sustainable practices. We have
resolved to support our native biota, and as
a result we may need to be prepared to take
some drastic action – we must do some-
thing to interfere with the off-continent
troublesome species, just to give our conti-
nental natives a much-needed assist.

The coming of Roundup.
With the acceptance of this premise, let 
us consider one of our alternatives:
glyphosate.

Glyphosate is a broad spectrum, non-
selective herbicide that interferes with the
production of several amino acids that are
vital to the life force of both plants and ani-
mals. Its mode of action is through the
shikimate pathway. Animals do not use this
metabolic pathway – we get these vital
amino acids by eating plants. It was with
this explanation that glyphosate was ap-
proved by the EPA, sold to the American
public, and then the rest of the planet, as
being safe and non-toxic. 

The test results presented to the EPA on
this herbicide involved glyphosate alone.
When glyphosate was first manufactured by
Monsanto in the early 1970s it came on the
market in a number of formulations. The
most familiar of these is Roundup. It came
to the consumer pre-measured, premixed,
and ready to be applied. However, in
Roundup, glyphosate is combined with sur-
factants and adjuvants, chemicals that are
mixed in to assist in the delivery of the
glyphosate into plant cells. This was not
pointed out to the consumer. In fact, the
consumer, the end user of Roundup, has
not been informed of what these additional
chemicals were and continue to be. This re-
striction of information continues, and yet
this is the formulation that has been and is
being sprayed on agricultural fields around
the world.

It is this lack of transparency on the 
part of Monsanto that has resulted in a
great deal of muddled information. Most 
of the information that is to be had on the
deleterious effects of this herbicide on fish,
frogs, soil biota, and human beings is
based on research using the Roundup
formulation. Sometimes it is not clear
whether the researcher used only
glyphosate or its Roundup formulation.

The two are very different products with
very different properties.

Then came Rodeo and others.
Rodeo, which is another formulation 
produced by Monsanto, consists of only
glyphosate, diluted with water. This prod-
uct is intended for use in wetlands and even

in water. When, in 2000, Monsanto lost the
patent on glyphosate products, many other
companies started manufacturing similar
products. As a result the glyphosate-only
formulation is readily available on the
open market, for instance under the trade
name Accord. A separate surfactant, of

known constituents, may be mixed in to
assist in the delivery of the glyphosate to
the plant cells. 

Whether one needs to add the surfactant
depends largely on the method of applica-
tion. With foliar spray the surfactant en-
sures that the glyphosate stays on the leaf
and penetrates past the waxy protective sur-
face of the plant. But the addition of the
surfactant makes the formulation many
times more toxic to other biota with which
it may come in contact. Premixed formula-
tions of glyphosate with wetland-safe sur-
factants may also be had, for instance
under the trade name Glyphomate 41.

It is possible to use glyphosate “safely.”
Yes. With what we know of the mode of
action of glyphosate and its behavior in the
environment this chemical may be of use
to us with certain methods of application
to individual plants: 
• Cut and Daub. The glyphosate-only prod-
uct is delivered directly to the freshly cut
stump of a buckthorn sapling (for in-
stance), or a fistful of cut stumps of reed
canary grass.
• Drill and Fill. The glyphosate is squirted
into a series of holes drilled into the trunk
of a large tree in a forest where it may be
left standing to become a snag and even-

THE ROUNDUP MYTH an opinion
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Designed by Wild Ones member Steve Maassen,
the easy-to-make Tongs of Death is very effective 
at applying Roundup (or other herbicide) directly to
pesky weeds or invasive aliens, while leaving more
desirable plants unharmed.

How Glyphosate Works
Living things as diverse as plants, animals and some single-cell organisms show remark-
able similarity in how they use “food” intake for energy, and in the structure of molecules
necessary for their life processes. (It seems that nature seldom “reinvents
the wheel.”) There are differences between plants and animals in the
“food” they take in. Plants are autotrophic organisms – they can
manufacture the nutritive substances (e.g., vitamins) from inorganic
molecules (water and minerals) they take in from their environ-
ment. Humans are heterotrophic – we cannot manufacture all the 
vitamins we need, and must therefore find them in the plant and animal
matter that we ingest. 

Monsanto arrived at glyphosate through hit-and-miss greenhouse experi-
ments. When Roundup was released with the permission of the EPA it was not known
exactly how the glyphosate worked. It was only known that it interfered with the production
of certain amino acids in plants, thereby causing their death. It was also known that animals
are not capable of producing these amino acids, so it was assumed that animals were not
affected by glyphosate. After the release of glyphosate, curious organic chemists who do
basic research (for which funding money is being cut drastically), did some fine work in 
determining how it worked at the molecular level.

Both plants and animals use PEP (phosphoenolpyruvate) in all their cells as a core
molecule in their life processes. Research has shown that part of the glyphosate molecule
mimics a part of the PEP molecule and thereby blocks its action in a metabolic pathway
that is specific to plants (the shikimate pathway). What has not yet been determined is
whether this mimicry of the PEP molecule can be accomplished in other metabolic path-
ways that are common in all animal cells.

These actions are consistent with the
mission of Wild Ones: Promote biodi-
versity and sustainable practices.
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tually fall to the ground and serve as 
a nurse-log.
• The Glove (and Tongs) of Death. The
glyphosate is stroked onto individual
plants, by hand, in a glove soaked in the
chemical. The hand is actually in a latex or
rubber glove within the soaked cotton
glove. The glove may also be replaced by 
a sponge applicator. (See Journal article,
“Tongs of Death” at www.for-wild.org/
native.html.)
• Coarse Spray. The glyphosate product, in
combination with a surfactant of known
constituents, may also be applied as a
coarse foliar spray in a relatively safe man-
ner, during that period of time when native
plants are dormant but the invasive plant

in question is growing. These so-called
“wetland-safe” surfactants may be used 
on upland plants as readily as on those
near water.

Other things to think about.
Consider this: because garlic mustard
comes from a different continent (middle
Europe) and a different growing environ-
ment, it has a different growing season. In
fact, it continues growing during a period
of time that our natives are dormant. This is
the “difference” that we need to exploit. We
may apply the glyphosate plus water-safe
surfactant while natives are dormant and
amphibians are not out and about. It
would be well to remember that not all

natives go dormant during the winter. For
instance, some sedges continue to be green
throughout the winter. Because glyphosate
is a general herbicide the sedges would be
affected.

Another important factor in the pre-
meditated, careful use of glyphosate prod-
ucts is concentration of the applied product
when diluted with water. When a little is
good, a lot is not better.

When using a product that is not pre-
mixed, it is important to know the percent
by volume of the active

THE ROUNDUP MYTH an opinion
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

MYTH: The Government tests pesticides for safety before they
are sold. FACT: The EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) does
not test pesticides for safety. It relies on the manufacturers’ test data
to make judgments. Recent probes have found that the experiments 
on which these data have been based, have been designed to show
only what the manufacturer would like them to show. This criticism
of self-serving misrepresentation can be aimed equally validly at
irresponsible experimenters bent on demonstrating toxicity of a
given pesticide. 

It seems that however this problem is approached, the EPA needs 
to take more affirmative action and responsibility. This is not likely 
to happen, as the EPA’s research program increasingly relies on cor-
porate joint venture, according to agency documents obtained by
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER). Indeed,
a study by the Government Accountability Office (the investigative
arm of Congress – the same people who first told us of the $640
toilet seats and $1,000 hammers purchased with Department of 
Defense money), in April 2005, concluded that the EPA lacks safe-
guards to “evaluate or manage potential conflicts of interest” in
corporate research agreements, as they are taking money from 
corporations that they are supposed to be regulating.

MYTH: What you need to know is on the packaging label. 
FACT: Not by a long shot. Read the list of ingredients of any pesti-
cide and you will find them divided into “Active Ingredients” and
“Inert Ingredients.” The active ingredients listed are those chemicals
that will affect the target pest – these must be listed. They usually
consist of a long chemical name and the percent it represents of
total volume. The so-called inert ingredients are everything else that
is not the active ingredient. They may be solvents, carriers, pre-
servatives, and/or adjuvants intended to make the active ingredient
work better. They do not need to be listed on the label, though they
may represent 99.9 % of the volume. The so-called inert ingredients
in a pesticide may be hundreds of times more toxic than the so-
called active ingredient.

Most consumers assume that the inert ingredients are somehow
“inactive” and therefore not harmful to health or environment. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. The chemicals used as inerts

include some of the most dangerous substances known. A chemical
may be identified as an active ingredient in one pesticide, while
being included under inert ingredients in another product, and not
identified. The designation reflects the purpose the chemical serves
in a given formulation, and is at the discretion of the manufacturer.
Consequently, some chemicals that are “controlled substances” in
one formulation, may be used as “inert ingredients” and not listed 
in another.

MYTH: There are laws… FACT: The primary focus of the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, originally enacted in
1947, was to provide federal control of pesticide distribution, sale,
and use. The act has been amended many times over the years. One
of these amendments permitted manufacturers protection of trade
secrets. It is under these provisions that manufacturers circumvent a
law that originally intended all information to be known – at least by
the EPA. The fact that today, with mass spectrometers, chemistry
can determine the makeup of the inert ingredients, leaves only the
end consumer in the dark.

In 1990 the Office of the Attorney General of New York filed a 
request that all inert ingredients in pesticides be made public. The
request was repeated a number of times through the decade, to no
avail. Sixteen years later, in August of 2006, the attorneys general of
14 states have filed a similar petition to the EPA. This time the EPA 
is obliged to respond within a given time period.

MYTH: There are safe pesticides. FACT: Any chemical may be 
misused and misapplied. Precaution-
ary measures to consider when using
glyphosate (without adjuvants): 
• Wear gloves,
• Don’t breathe in the fumes.
• Avoid ingesting the product.
• Don’t use the product if you are
• pregnant.
• Use a coarse broadcast spray 
• when most native plant species are
• dormant and amphibians are not 
• out and about.

Herbicide Myths Vs. the Facts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The “inert” ingredients may be hun-
dreds of times more toxic than the
“active” ingredients..
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ingredient in the concentrated product. 
For instance, Accord comes in a concentra-
tion of 53%. That means that there are 
53 parts per hundred of glyphosate and 
47 parts per hundred of water in the con-
tainer that comes from the store. For treat-
ment of woody plants (“Cut and Daub” 
or “Drill and Fill”), a concentration 
of 14% by volume of active
glyphosate is recommended –
and for herbaceous treatment
(foliar spray), a concentration of
5%. To achieve these concentra-
tions when starting with 53%,
one would need to do the fol-
lowing: mix 1 part Accord con-
centrate with 3 parts water to get
approximately 14%. Mix 1 part
Accord concentrate with 10 parts
water to get an approximately
5% solution of glyphosate. It’s
important not to exceed sug-
gested concentrations for appli-
cation. This is especially true if a
surfactant has been mixed with
the glyphosate as one might do
for an early-winter spray application. 
It’s been found that it’s possible to chemi-

cally burn the plants before the glyphosate
has been delivered into the plant body.
Plants treated in this way are able to re-
sprout from their roots.

The Nature Conservancy and many
foresters have discontinued using the
Roundup formulation when they use herbi-
cides, and use instead the glyphosate-only
products, or with wetland-safe surfactants,
(both on uplands and wetlands).

Moderation, balance, and tradeoffs.
Many things that we use every day are
dangerous, or even life-threatening in 
some circumstances: fire, boiling water,
concentrated salt solutions. But they are 
familiar to us – we use them with care and
avoid peril. It seems that with modern tech-
nology there is available to us an ever in-
creasing variety of things that are useful 
but may be dangerous if not used with
awareness. We need to make ourselves
aware of dangers as well as of beneficial 
applications.

The beneficial applications of some
herbicides are evident and necessary if we

are to deal with invasive plant species. We
look upon infestations of non-natives and
recognize their disruption of native eco-
systems – systems on which our clean water
and the survival of our continental native
species depend. It is the pledge of Wild
Ones members to do what we can to
further the related causes of biodiversity,

ecologically sound gardening practices, 
and conservation of native plant species.
But we need to engage invasives with
cautious, clear-headed premeditation. If
you don’t need to use glyphosate but can
accomplish your goals by other means, do
so. If you need to use glyphosate do so with
awareness and care. ✦

THE ROUNDUP MYTH an opinion
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Roundup and 
Amphibians
When the fatal effects of Roundup on
amphibians are pointed out, one of the
defenses that Monsanto uses is that,
“Roundup is not intended for use near
wetlands.” It has finally occurred to
someone to point out that most of our
amphibian species actually reproduce in
big puddles. These temporary water
bodies lie in shallow indentations in agri-
cultural fields. The water lasts just long
enough for most amphibians to com-
plete their life cycles. Scientists suggest
that Roundup may be implicated in the
decrease in population numbers of am-
phibians around the world.

When a little is good, a lot is not better.

A handheld sprayer can deliver a deadly shot of herbicide directly 
to the weed without wiping out everything else.
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Wild Ones Web Site
We’re pleased to report that we’ve already had a satisfied cus-
tomer from our new classified ad web page. Nathan Pate and
Janet Kennedy of the St. Louis (MO) Chapter have sold their
home to a new owner who was “very excited about the yard.”

Please note that the classified ad web page is not just for
real estate items. It can be used for anything related to
natural landscaping for which you may need to find a pur-
chaser. For example, a piece of equipment you no longer need or some cedar fencing.
We’re not trying to compete with eBay – we’re just making this service available to our
members.

Did you know that a number of articles from past Wild Ones Journals are carried on the
Wild Ones web site? Go to the “Preservation and Restoration of Native Communities”
link in the middle of the home page, www.for-wild.org/native.html and you’ll see a
really long list.

The Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter brought a new search engine to our attention:
www.goodsearch.com. You use GoodSearch.com like any other search engine – the site
is powered by Yahoo – but each time you do, money is generated for philanthropic
causes. They donate 50% of the search engine’s revenue to charitable organizations and
schools, as designated by the search engine’s users. The other 50% is used to run the
company day to day. 

Wild Ones has received a check, in the amount of $51.19 from Amazon.com. Thanks
to everyone who is going through the Wild Ones Bookstore, www.for-wild.org/store/
bookstore/ to get to Amazon.com to make your purchases. Every little bit helps us
spread the word about the benefits of using native plants in natural landscaping.

Ecoscaper Starting to Roll
We currently have 15 Wild Ones members
enrolled in the Ecoscaper Level I program
and one member in the Ecoscaper Level II
program.

One of our newest enrollees, Starr
Foster of the Oakland (MI) Chapter,
recently wrote: “I can’t wait to start the 
Ecoscaper training, and have some ques-
tions for you.

“I am talking with the Nature Conser-
vancy about a symposium on invasives/
natives in our area, to be held in April. We
hope to have as many as 300 participants,
have TNC scientists speak, have books for
purchase, and of course have lots of Wild
Ones literature available. We are still in the
planning stages. Maybe Wild Ones would
like to participate. If this comes about,
might it count as one of my projects?

“As well, my husband and I have begun,
this summer, on our property up north, to
remove the autumn olive, spotted knap-
weed, phragmites, and canary reed grass
(and probably more species we haven’t
found yet). This is about 500 acres. The
DNR, in the 1950s, told my husband’s
father to plant autumn olive for the birds,
and it has spread everywhere. We are sur-
rounded by the Manistee State Forest and 
I hope to talk with them to see if they will
start managing their land also. Our main
focus is on the olive and knapweed, and the
one spot of phragmites we have found. I
purchased Invasive Species of the Upper Mid-
west, and have used it as a resource. We plan
to let the native trees (cherry, red, white and
jack pines, sassafras, white and red oaks,
dogwoods, hawthorn, etc.) regenerate
themselves where we are removing the
olive. In the fields where the knapweed is,
we’ll add native seed plants to replace it. 
We found liatris, mountain mint, and the
sumac with the glossy leaves (Rhus aro-
matica?) blooming in a nearby abandoned
field this summer, so will plant those as
well as others such as little bluestem. I will
start keeping records and a diary now in
case I can use this project.”

The committee’s response to her was,
“Yes, most definitely regarding the confer-
ence, and definitely the project by your
cabin will work.” ✦

For those cool nights, we recommend one of 
these new Wild Ones sweatshirts. Available in
Bluegrass, Hunter Green or Sandalwood with pro-
fessionally embroidered Wild Ones logo on front.
Also available in Bluegrass or Sandalwood with
Wild Ones logo and the famous “Yesterday’s Lawn,
Tomorrow’s Habitat” design on the front. And don’t
forget the Hunter Green sweatshirt with the
“Roots” design screen-printed on the front. 

You’ll spread the word about Wild Ones, and
always be cozy and warm with these eye-catching
shirts. Great gift idea, too.

Sweatshirt #1 – Wild Ones logo on front, plain
back: Logo on this shirt is in “Wild Ones” green 

or white. Sizes: S, M, L, & XL: Just $41

Sweatshirt #2 – “Yesterday’s Lawn” design on front, Wild Ones logo on back:
Yesterday’s Lawn – Tomorrow’s Habitat…native plants and a lawnmower with a 
“For Sale” sign. This sweatshirt says it all. Sizes: S, M, L, & XL: Just $52

Sweatshirt #3 – “Roots” drawing on front, Wild Ones logo on back: Shirt is Hunter
Green with Beige graphic. Sizes: S, M, L, & XL: Just $38

Note: For all sweatshirts, sizes greater than XL are available at an additional $2
more for every X size larger.

Order yours now at the Wild Ones Store, online at www.for-wild.org/store.

These Wild Ones Sweatshirts Look Good, 
Are Fun to Wear, and Make Great Gifts
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THE NEXT GENERATION

A Turkey Hunt
By Barbara Bray

Fall is a wonderful season, full of brightly
colored leaves and cool crisp days. Chil-
dren return to school, apples are ripe for
the picking, and pumpkins make us think
of Halloween jack-o-lanterns. Soon the
leaves fall and thoughts turn toward our
next holiday, Thanksgiving. Turkey decora-
tions are everywhere. Turkeys appear by 
the hundreds in our grocery-store freezers,
and children bring home turkey projects
made from toilet paper rolls or paper
plates. Last year, while in the midst of 
this turkey overload, I wondered how
many plants might be named after turkeys.
I could think of only one at that time,
turkeyfoot, the native prairie grass, 
Andropogon gerardii. Could there be other
“turkey” plants? 

As it turned out, there are quite a few 
interesting native plants with “turkey” in
their name. In woods of the eastern United
States, you can find turkey claw and turkey
tails. Turkey claw is better known as Late
Coral Root (Corallorhiza odontorhiza). The
roots on this flower look like turkey feet,
hence the name. If you find turkey tails,
you are looking at the fungus, Trametes
versicolor. Its name, of course, describes 
the way it looks – like the outspread tail
feathers of a male turkey. Turkey corn 
and turkey peas sound like side dishes 
for our Thanksgiving table, but don’t be
fooled. Turkey corn refers to wild bleed-
ing heart (Dicentra eximia) and squirrel
corn (D. canadensis), both of which have
small underground bulbs, thought to be 
favored by wildlife. The turkey pea is 
D. canadensis, named for the pea-like pod
holding the seeds. 

In the pine barrens of southern New
Jersey and south to Florida, you can find
turkey beard (Xerophyllum asphodeloides),
which isn’t hairy at all, but showy with 
a spike of white flowers on a 
stalk 2 to 

5 feet tall. In the sandhills region from
Virginia to Florida, grows turkey oak”
(Quercus laevis). This oak was named for its
three-lobed leaves resembling a turkey
foot. Acorns from turkey oaks are a major

food source for wild turkey as well as other
animals.

The western United States has its share
of “turkey” plants too. In open dry places
along the Pacific coast and further inland,
grows a grayish-green plant with star-
shaped hairs. California native peoples
used the leaves of this plant to stupefy 
fish in small streams so they could catch
them by hand. Wild turkeys and mourning
doves congregate to eat the seeds of this
same plant. The plant is Croton setigerus,
also known as yerba del pescado (fish-
weed), dove weed, or turkey mullein. In
California, you can find a different turkey
pea, which is not to be confused with
“turkeypeas.” The turkey pea (Sanicula
tuberosa) is a delicate-looking plant with
small clusters of yellow flowers. A member
of the carrot family, it grows in open-
wooded places and gravelly meadows 
in Oregon and California. Turkeypeas 
(Astragalus nuttallianus), on the other hand,
is a member of the bean family, and it
grows in semi-desert areas of the South-

west. The small purple flowers of turkey-
peas later produce seeds, which quail and
turkeys eat. California is also the place to
find a patch of “turkey tangle fogfruit”
(Phyla nodiflora). This mat-like perennial

ground cover grows about 3 inches high
and has pink to white flowers. Turkey
tangle grows throughout much of the
southern United States. Why is it called
turkey tangle? I don’t know – but isn’t it 
an interesting name? 

When I started on this “turkey hunt,”
my children doubted that I could find
plants named after turkeys. My most im-
pressive find was “turkey tangle fogfruit.”
We laughed about that one for days. We
also had an interesting discussion about
the confusing common names given to
plants. Why was one plant a turkey pea and
another turkeypeas? If a plant can have
several different common names, how do
we really know what is what? I explained
to my son Ben how plants have a special
Latin name so people can communicate
accurately about them. Maybe he doesn’t
care to know the Latin names of any plants,
and that’s fine. What I really want for my
children is an awareness of the world
around them. Maybe spotting a “turkey”
outside is just what they need. ✦

Turkeyfoot (Andropogon gerardii). Photo by Chris Evans, The University of Georgia, www.forestryimages.org.
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New Wild
Business Members
Marshland Transplant Aquatic 
Nursery
P.O. Box 1
Berlin, WI 54923-0001
(920) 361-4200          
marshland@voyager.net
Fox Valley Area Chapter

Outagamie County Housing 
Authority
3020 E. Winslow Ave .
Appleton, WI 54911-8994
(920) 731-9781x201      
Jlincoln@outagamiehousing.us
Fox Valley Area Chapter

Sorus Plants LLC
3970 Red Hawk Lane
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-8857
(734) 678-6685          
info@sorusplants.com
www.sorusplants.com
Ann Arbor Chapter

Tree of Life Nursery
33201 Ortega Hy San Juan
P.O. Box 635
San Juan Capistrano CA  92693    
(949) 728-0685          
debevans@treeoflifenursery.com
www.treeoflifenursery.com
Partner-at-Large

Renewing Wilder
Business Member
American Family Insurance
6000 American Pkway
Madison, WI 53783
(608) 242-4100 ext. 31883
rgarczn@amfam.com
Madison Chapter

Wild Ones recommends that you 
patronize businesses that support our
policies regarding species prove-
nance and habitat preservation. This
listing does not constitute an en-
dorsement by Wild Ones of any or-
ganization or product.

Wild Ones
Business Members



This mortal soil.
When I starting popping native plant
plugs into the ground, I didn’t even con-
sider the soil. I mean, dirt is dirt, right?
How could it be much different from the
dirt that was here before settlement?
Well, it could. Development often means
topsoil has been removed and fill
brought in. Years of compaction, cultiva-
tion, and application of fertilizers, pesti-
cides, and herbicides can alter the soil
composition. Few of us are working with
virgin soil.

Sure, you can roughly determine the
sand/clay/loam mix, but without testing
you can’t be sure of the pH or the per-
cent of organic matter – both important
components to match up with what you

want to grow. I found
this out when some of
my prairie plants grew to
twice their average docu-
mented height, and
when others kept lean-
ing on neighboring
plants that were in-
capable of being sup-
portive, being them-
selves several years from
maturity. I even learned
there is a word for this
sort of leaning plant 

behavior – lodging. I’m not sure what I
could have done about this without
learning a lot more about soil science
than I wanted to. Perhaps just being pre-
pared with the knowledge that it might
happen, would have been reassuring
enough.

The elements of style.
Give some thought to what sort of native
plant garden you want. Do you like the
natural look of natives all mixed together
like in an original prairie, or do you pre-
fer to use native plants in more organ-
ized groupings? Consider using mulch to
retain moisture and suppress weeds – at
least until the plants are established. By
then, if you’ve situated them in an ap-

propriate spot, they should be able to
out-compete most potential usurpers.
Once they reach their mature size, the
previous year’s growth will provide you
with an abundance of mulch the follow-
ing year.

Once I removed all the grass and
marked out my paths and beds, I looked
out over this temporarily barren waste-
land and realized I had no idea what
kind of pathway surface I wanted. I even-
tually decided to go with wood chips
since I probably have more than 600 
linear feet of paths, and I can get wood
chips from the city quite cheaply.

Then I realized that I needed a better
way to differentiate the garden beds from
the paths. I certainly didn’t want to keep
my wooden sticks strung together with
neon cord. I fretted over that decision for
about a month before finally settling on
tree branches. These are available free
from the local yard-waste site, and re-
quired only hauling and some trimming
with a saw. Again, cost was a major factor
for me given the cumulative length of
garden bed perimeter. I also like the look
of this rustic edging, which provides a
nice sense of definition and provides
additional habitat than man-made
materials would.

Preparation, preparation, preparation.
I thought I did a good job killing the
grass. In fact, I did. And I didn’t mind the
several dozen dandelions that grew

The Ambivalence of Hindsight
Happy With Her Success, a Native Gardener
Looks Back to See How Things Might Have Gone Even Better.

By Rebecca Chesin

Almost four years have passed since I began gardening
with native plants. (See the September/October 2005
issue for an article about Rebecca’s yard.) Along the way
I have had more excitement mind, body, and spirit than 
I ever could have imagined – discoveries both delightful
and dismaying, sore muscles within, and strange tan
lines without my body, and a rich assortment of
tragedies and triumphs. I can’t claim to be any more
than a mini-expert at this point on the journey, but I have
picked up a thing or two and I’d like to share some of
my learning. Perhaps I will save someone else from 
repeating some of my missteps, or at least I may get 
an e-mail or two of commiseration.
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Pussy willow (Salix discolor) offers visual distraction from a neighbor’s yard, forming an upright hedge
along the fence line. A very early bloomer, it is pollinated by bumblebees.
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through my initial mulch – they were easy
enough to remove. However, there were a
couple of patches of quack grass in the erst-
while lawn that went into hiding and were
undetected until after numerous seedlings
had been planted. Including grasses. Killing
quack grass is easiest in the spring. Do you
know how hard newly sprouted grasses are
to identify? Plenty hard, let me tell you. I
don’t know how long the battle will wage,
but each skirmish reminds me I would be
happier today if I had given the newly pre-
pared ground more time to reveal this secret
before I planted.

My zeal to replace the lawn did not
match my resources – time, muscles,
money, and a plan – so I had several un-
planted areas for a couple of years. Even
with a good layer of mulch, these areas saw
numerous weeds sprouting from the seeds
“banked” in the ground and blowing in or
falling from nearby trees. These are not that
difficult to remove, yet they do take up
precious time. I think it would have been
better to remove the lawn in stages and only
on those sections for which I had a specific
plant blueprint.

All I really needed to know I learned 
in the garden.
These points sum up what I wish I had
known before I started: know your soil, pre-
pare with an eye to details, and don’t bite
off more than you can chew. And for the
bonus piece of advice – remember that each
plant is a unique individual and follows its

own agenda, re-
gardless of your
aesthetics and in-
tentions. The
plants don’t read
the books that say
they will grow this
tall, or flower in
that month, or
must have con-
stantly moist soil.
They do their own
thing and, if you
are a good steward,
they will reward
you with wonder
and beauty. ✦

Rebecca Chesin’s 
e-mail address is
leavesdance@
comcast.net.
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Wild Ones Polo Shirts
You don’t have to play polo or even own a horse to wear one of
these cool polo shirts. All you need is the desire to look like a wild
Ones member – and that’s just what you’ll do when you wear one
of these new shirts. Available in Blueberry, Dark Green, Seafoam,
and Stone, with professionally embroidered Wild Ones logo on
front. Available in two 100% cotton finishes – Pima and Pique –
in Mens and womens styles. Buy one in every color. Sizes 
S-M-L-XL. $39 to $40

Prairie Note Cards For the past 10 years, photographer Larry Godson and 
artist Lana Gits, have combined their talents to create “The Prairie Portraits” – 
a series of detailed black-and-white photo-images of individual prairie plants. In
order to call attention to the inherent diversity found in a true prairie, subjects were
restricted to one, single locale – Wolf Road Prairie Nature Preserve in Westchester,
Illinois. Here, over 400 different species exist on only 85 acres. Several of these
plants, however, are found growing in other bio regions across the United States.
Set of 8. $11

Assorted Sentiments Note Cards Little images of early spring wildflowers have
been reproduced from the pencil sketchbook of Lana Gits. These delicate flowers
have been drawn from life during the blooming season in a beautiful red oak/white
oak woodland about 25 miles southwest of Chicago, Illinois. Set of 8. $13

Fall/Winter & Holiday Cards We offer six different sets of Fall/Winter & Holiday
Cards by photographer Larry Godson and artist Lana Gits – beautiful holiday cards
that you probably won’t find anywhere else. The sets include “The Prairie Lily,”
“Starry False Solomon's Seal,” “Winterberry Holly,” “Prairie Wreath,” “Rose Hips In
Winter,” and “American Bittersweet. Sets vary in price.

Wild Ones Yard Signs
This enameled, weatherproof sign not only looks great, but also lets
everyone know that your yard is in harmony toward nature. $29

Videos/DVDs/CD-ROMs
“America’s Lost Landscape: Tall Grass Prairie,” “Wild About Wild-
flowers,” and “A Tapestry of Learning,” “For the Wild Ones,” and
more. Educational, musical, and beats watching TV any day.

Books on Natural Landscaping
Great books to help you with your natural landscaping, plant identification, and
just for enjoyment. See Wild Ones Bookstore at www.for-wild.org/store/bookstore.

Roots T-Shirts
Show off the message of “Deep Roots,” and look great at the
same time in one of these 100% cotton t-shirts. Various colors
and styles. Short-sleeve and long. $20 to $22

Bucket Hats and Wild Caps
Look cool. Be cool. Wear a Wild Ones cap or bucket hat
wherever you go. This fine quality headgear keeps you “a head

of the crowd.” Both hats in khaki with Wild Ones logo in Wild Ones Green and
Purple flower on front. 100% pigment-dyed cotton twill. One size fits all. Bucket
hat $21 – Cap $19

Easy Ordering Online
For more information, contact the National Office at 877-394-9453, or e-mail 
to info@for-wild.org. Checks payable to Wild Ones at: Wild Ones Merchandise,
P.O. Box 1274, Appleton, Wisconsin 54912. Prices include shipping and handling.
For online payments, Wild Ones uses the convenient PayPal online payment
system. Order online at www.for-wild.org/store/.

Great Wild Ones Stuff 
for Yourself or for Holiday Gift Giving

www.for-wild.org/store
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Throughout the long winter, we wondered about the future of
Native Suburbia. What would grow? Where? When? Our anticipa-
tion grew as the snow melted in the spring of 2005. Unlike many
stories of this type however, we were not greeted with a yard full of
wildflowers. Instead, the melting snow presented us with a barren
yard. So the second summer of the project was spent watering,
weeding, and waiting.

One of the benefits of native plants is that they are adapted to
the natural rainfall patterns. Unfortunately, our area was experienc-
ing a drought, so we watered regularly during this delicate period 
of the project. A friend introduced us to a clever traveling sprinkler
that looks like a tractor and uses the hose as a track. The tractor
made it easy to water large sections without the numerous reposi-
tioning required by typical sprinklers. 

At first only a few grasses sprouted in the newly planted area in
the front yard. Then we noticed a few more in the back yard. Most
of what was green in our yard at this point still consisted of a few
remaining daylilies, hostas, and our vegetable garden. The garden 
is an exception to the native plant rule due to our love of fresh
tomatoes, strawberries, and asparagus. We follow organic gardening
practices, so it still fits in with our general principle. We don’t fight
nature, even if the bunnies do tend to frequently nibble on the
strawberries.

Another unanticipated problem we encountered was that we
were not sure how to recognize what was sprouting – the prairie
grasses that we planted, or the invasive lawn grasses that previously
dominated the area. Despite having read so much about why native
plants are best for our yard, we had not fully considered the fact
that we didn’t know our side-oats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula)
from Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis). As more sprouts appeared
we continually asked ourselves “Did we plant that?”

So, we began to hone our plant identification skills. We refer-
enced the many books we’d collected since the beginning of the
project. We also utilized a wide variety of web sites such as the
USDA Plant Database (www.plants.usda.gov). Our education did
not come easily. It is very difficult to find a plant online when you
don’t know the name. Most references also rely heavily on the
flower of a plant to identify it, so we had to wait until our sprouts
flowered before trying to identify them.

We did have some success, and we were very excited when we
first identified pale smartweed (Polygonum lapathifolium). We hadn’t
planted it, but as a native to our area, it was welcome. This identifi-
cation led us to a helpful realization. Many native plants are com-
monly considered weeds. A search for “weed identification” on
Amazon.com turned up a nice selection of books with detailed
descriptions and pictures of plants, both native and alien. Particu-
larly, Weeds of the Northeast, by Uva, Neal and DiTomaso – and
Weeds a Golden Guide, from St. Martin’s Press, helped us quickly
identify many specimens around the yard. We greatly enjoy touring
the yard and identifying plants and observing the progress.

Since the beginning of this project, we decided that we wanted
to limit the amount of natural materials that leave Native Suburbia,
which is why we implemented a compost pile. Some people think
it looks ugly, but we feel that the benefits outweigh any
negative aspects. Instead of paying to haul it away in a 
gas-burning truck, we are allowing nature to help with 
the disposal.

While we generally like to let leaves and twigs fall 
where they may, composting is a good way to recycle 
other yard waste and kitchen scraps. We added a lot
of material to our compost pile in our second year,
as we aggressively pursued the elimination of non-

N AT I V E S U B U R B I A
T H E S E C O N D Y E A R

By Don and Benia Zouras

“The First Year” appeared in the September/October 2006 issue.

NATIVE
SUBURBIA
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Grapevine
By Maryann Whitman

GMO Escape
An experimental, genetically modified
grass, designed for golf courses, has been
found in the wild, several miles from its
test site.
In the May/June 2004 “Grapevine” 
I included a brief mention of geneti-
cally modified (GM), Roundup-Ready
Creeping Bentgrass (Agrostis stolonifera
L.). Scott’s and Monsanto are testing
this plant, hoping to provide it for use
in lawns and golf courses. The EPA,
which has been monitoring the test
plots, has found pollen and specimens
as far as 13 miles downwind. Some of
the plants found outside the test site,
reports New Scientist, had grown from
seeds produced by the GM parent.
Others were hybrids derived from a
non-GM plant being pollinated by 
one of the modified specimens.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
has ordered a full environmental audit
of its impact and spread to determine
the threat to wildlife. Unlike GM crops,
such as maize and soybeans, which are
annuals and unable to reproduce, the
perennial grass was able to produce
seeds during outdoor tests. While the
transgenic component of the plant
might not in itself pose a problem, the
hardy strain could replace many other
native grasses if it gains a foothold,
ecologists say.

In deciding whether the grass
should be deregulated for the commer-
cial market, officials will consider how
widespread the grass could become.

Oregon’s grass-seed industry, which
produces some 70% of seed for U.S.
gardeners and groundskeepers, is based
in the Willamette Valley, less than 60
miles away from the test site. If the
bentgrass reaches there, it would be
very hard to eliminate.

While being a pre-European-settle-
ment native in only a few northern
states of the U.S., creeping bentgrass is
now found in all the continental states
except Oklahoma. To most of the states
it was brought in from Europe as a 
forage plant in the mid-1700s.

The ramifications of this corporate
experiment could affect the entire
country. ✦

Master 
of Arts in
Landscape
Design

Conway School of
Landscape Design
Graduate Program in 
Landscape Planning, Design, and Management

The Conway School of Landscape Design
teaches the application of ecological 
principles to the design and management
of land and resources. By planning and
designing projects for residential, muni-
cipal, and non-profit clients, students
learn a constellation of skills including
design graphics, practical problem-
solving, ability to communicate design
solutions, and ecological advocacy.

CSLD’s 10-month program emphasizes
self direction and collaborative learning,
and prepares graduates for jobs in such
diverse fields as community planning, 
conservation, site design, land steward-
ship, and site management.

INFORMATION SESSION: 
Saturday, February 11, 2006

332 S. Deerfield Rd., PO Box 179 
Conway, MA 01341-0179

413-369-4044  info@csld.edu  www.csld.edu

native plants. Composting can seem a little
overwhelming when you first consider it,
but there are really only two things to know
– where to put it and what to put in it. 

Building the pile over soil, rather than
concrete or wood, will provide access to
earthworms and beneficial microbes, which
will facilitate the process. We also made
sure that it wouldn’t be in too inconvenient
a location to actually use. We dedicated the
back corner of our lot to composting. We
built a short wall of spare landscaping
blocks to separate our pile from the rest of
the yard. When the native plants get estab-
lished, they will further screen it from view.

We decided on a passive composting
methodology, which is basically just col-
lecting organic materials in a freestand-
ing pile and watching them decompose.
Organic materials used for compost should
include a mixture of carbon-supplying
brown materials (dead leaves, twigs,
manure) and nitrogen-supplying green
materials (lawn clippings, weeds, fruit and
vegetable scraps). The best ratio is a matter
of personal opinion, so we have decided
not to worry about it. Our method might
take a long time (a year or two), but it
allows us to maintain our property with
minimal work, our inspiration for Native
Suburbia. After we throw it on the pile, we
just sit back and let nature take its course.

Nature doesn’t always cooperate though.
Native plants were still absent in many
parts of the yard, and we weren’t exactly
sure why. Maybe our watering hadn’t been
enough to satisfy the needs of a new prairie
during the drought. Perhaps planting seeds
directly in mulch didn’t provide the proper
environment for germination. It was hard
to draw a conclusion since there were two
areas of the yard where there was actually
significant new growth. Maybe we’d overes-
timated our sun exposure, since we planted
after the leaves had all fallen. We still don’t
know exactly what combination of condi-
tions limited our seed germination success.

Whatever the reasons, as vocal propo-
nents of the benefits of native plants, it was
a little embarrassing to have nothing but a
mulch farm to show friends and family,
especially after all the talking we had done.
We got impatient and returned to The
Natural Garden nursery for some carefully
chosen native seedlings to inject into our
barren landscape. We planted a common
milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) here, a cardinal
flower (Lobelia cardinalis) there, and as the
summer progressed, most of the seedlings
eventually grew into beautiful specimens. 

Later in the summer, when the drought
finally broke, one sunnier patch of planted
seeds had been coaxed into life and all
sprouted up together. We were very excited
to identify Illinois tick trefoil (Desmodium
illinoense), black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia
hirta), and wild quinine (Parthenium
integrifolium), among others. 

With a renewed sense of ambition, 
we carried on, with a few minor changes.
This fall, we will try more of the seed mix
for shadier species. In addition, we will
plant the dampened seeds just below the
top of our mulch surface so it is closer to
the soil and safer from the elements. Since
the mulch has had a year to settle and
decompose now, that may help as well. 
We have also begun supplementing with
additional seedlings. Early autumn is a
great time to get discounts on native peren-
nials in our area. We will have to wait until
next spring to determine if this modified
strategy works.

While our wildest dreams were not ful-
filled, we are still pleased with our progress.
The opportunity to continue the learning
process has been great. Patience is still the
key, and we are willing to wait as Native
Suburbia responds slowly to our persistent
nudging toward a more natural state. ✦
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OUT BACK NURSERY, INC.
Where Ecology and Horticulture Unite”TM

Specializing in
Native trees,
shrubs &
perennials.
Consulting, Design
& Landscape
Installation.
May we be your guides? ” SM

(651) 438-2771 • (651) 438-3816 Fax
Toll-Free (800) 651-3626

15280 110th Street South
Hastings, Minnesota 55033

www.outbacknursery.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 to 5 PM
Hours: Saturday - 9 to 4 PM
Hours: Or by appointment.

The largest selection of native plants in the region.

“

“

Chapter Notes
St. Croix Oak Savanna (MN) Chapter sponsored a hands-on field
clinic for the purpose of recognizing and removing buckthorn
and other invasive plants at Inspiration Nature Education Center,
Bayport, Minnesota.

Wild Ones members of the Twin Cities (MN) Chapter volunteer
to maintain the hillside garden area of the Nokomis Naturescape
in exchange for their use of meeting space at Nokomis Commu-
nity Center.

The Wild Ones members of Door County (WI) Chapter have the
opportunity to adopt 4 acres of upland meadow, and to plant it
with native wildflower and grass seeds. This will be known as
“The Wild Ones’ Meadow,” and they will continue to monitor
and maintain it. 

A grant from “Keep Genesee County Beautiful” to design and in-
stall two native plant rain gardens at the Flushing Township Hall
was awarded to the Flint River (MI) Chapter of Wild Ones. 

Members of the Central Wisconsin (WI) Chapter of Wild Ones
used 100 rescued plants to create a butterfly garden at Monk
Gardens in Wausau, Wisconsin.

Wild Ones Library
Recent contributions to the Wild Ones library include:
• Various articles of interest from Dave and Sue Peck of the Fox
Valley Area (WI) Chapter.
• Brochures on the invasive emerald ash borer and some posters
from Kathleen Coleman of the Gibson Woods (IN) Chapter.

Somewhere between a prairie
and a formal planting lies the
fertile potential of native plants
in an ornamental design, the
domain of the Ecoscaper –
which is a brilliant synthesis in
language of the two concepts, landscaper and ecologist. Getting 
the name right is the first step in defining and shaping an under-
standing of what you want to accomplish.

The term “Ecoscaper” was coined to refer to the concept and 
practice of ecological landscaping. We have developed the
Ecoscaper Certification Program which will allow Wild Ones
members to both enhance their knowledge and receive credit 
for their accomplishments. For more information or to enroll 
go to www.for-wild.org/land/ecoscaper/ or contact the 
National Office.
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This new book on Carex, those grass-
like plants with triangular stems, is rich
with over 200 macro-photos, plus illus-
trations of this difficult-to-identify genus.
Order from Curtis Third Productions,
P.O. Box 731, Lake Villa, Illinois
60046. $19.95, plus $3.00 shipping.

At Last!
A New Carex Book!

Wild Ones
Long-Sleeve

Denim Shirts
Spread the word about Wild Ones,

and always be in style with this
eye-catching shirt. High-quality

denim in Indigo Blue, Light Blue,
and Natural. Professionally

embroidered with the Wild Ones
logo on front.

$41

Also available with Wild Ones 
logo on front and the famous 
yesterday’s Lawn, Tomorrow’s
Habitat” design on the back. 

$52

Seeds for Education 
Grant Program
November 15th is the deadline for getting
Seeds for Education grant applications in 
to the Wild Ones National Office. If you
know of a school, church, or other public
not-for-profit facility that is developing an
outdoor learning center, please make them
aware of the Wild Ones SFE grant program
and encourage them to apply for a grant.
For more information about the grant appli-
cation process go to www.for-wild.org/
seedmony.html, or call the National Office
for a copy of the grant application.

Wild Ones Survey
Wild Ones National recently completed 
a survey from members who received an
annual renewal reminder mailing. One ques-
tion was asked, and the responder could
check more than one of five answers.

What drives your membership in Wild
Ones? Results are as follows. Of those
responding, there was a 75% choice for
mission, 43% for educational programs,
42% for the Journal, 20% for sharing our
mission with others  throughout the U.S.,
and 10% for “other,” which often was de-
scribed as plant rescues. The National
Board will be using this data as a bench-
mark as they deliberate about the business
of running Wild Ones National.  Thank you
to all who participated in the survey.



The Meeting Place
Chapters, please send your 
chapter contact information to:
Calendar Coordinator Mary Paquette
N2026 Cedar Road • Adell, Wisconsin 53001
920-994-2505 • meeting@for-wild.org
Chapter ID numbers are listed after names.

Meet us online at www.for-wild.org

CONNECTICUT
Mountain Laurel Chapter #78
Kathy T. Dame 860-439-2144
ktdam@conncoll.edu

ILLINOIS
Greater DuPage Chapter #9
Message Center: 630-415-IDIG
Pat Clancy 630-964-0448, clancypj@sbcglobal.net

Lake-To-Prairie Chapter #11
Karen Wisiol 847-548-1650, kawisiol@pcbb.net

Macomb Chapter #42 (Seedling)
Margaret Ovitt 309-836-6231 card@macomb.com

North Park Chapter #27
Rick and Wilma McCallister
rich.mccallister@utstar.com

Rock River Valley Chapter #21
Tim Lewis 815-874-3468
natives.tim@insightbb.com

INDIANA
Gibson Woods Chapter #38
Joy Bower 219-844-3188 Jbower1126@aol.com

KENTUCKY
Frankfort Chapter #24
Katie Clark 502-226-4766 katieclark@vol.com

Lexington Chapter #64
Russ Turpin 859-797-8174, isotope909@aol.com

Louisville Metrowild Chapter #26
Portia Brown 502-454-4007
wildones-lou@insightbb.com

MAINE
The Maine Chapter #75 (Seedling)
Barbara Murphy 207-743-6329
bmurphy@umext.maine.edu

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Chapter #3
Susan Bryan 734-622-9997
susanbryanhsieh@yahoo.com

Calhoun County Chapter #39
Carol Spanninga 517-857-3766
spanninga8@hotmail.com

Central Upper Peninsula Chapter #61
Tom Tauzer 906-428-3203 ttauzer@chartermi.net

Detroit Metro Chapter #47
Connie Manley 248-538-0654 
cmanfarm@mich.distance.net

Flint River Chapter #32
Thomas Enright taenright@comcast.net

Houghton-Hancock Chapter #60 (Seedling)
Kristine Bradof 906-482-0446 kbradof@mtu.edu

Kalamazoo Area Chapter #37
Tom Small 269-381-4946 yard2prairy@aol.com
Paul Olexia polexia@kzoo.edu

Mid-Mitten Chapter #80
Judy Packard 989-686-1231 jpwild1s@charter.net

Oakland Chapter #34
Barbara Bray 248-601-6405
brayfamily@netscape.com

Red Cedar Chapter #41
Mark Ritzenhein 517-336-0965 mritz@acd.net

MINNESOTA
Arrowhead Chapter #48
Carol Andrews 218-529-8204
carol_andrews@hotmail.com

Otter Tail Chapter #25
Brad Ehlers 218-998-3590 frostbit@prtel.com

St. Cloud Chapter #29
Greg Shirley 320-259-0825 shirley198@charter.net

St. Croix Oak Savanna Chapter #71
Diane Hilscher 651-436-3836
hilscherdesign@comcast.net
Roger Miller st.croixwild.ones@mac.com

Twin Cities Chapter #56
Mary Schommer 612-729-5274
rmschommer@hotmail.com

MISSOURI
Mid-Missouri Chapter #49
Scott Hamilton 573-882-9909 x3257
scott.hamilton@mdc.mo.gov

St. Louis Chapter #31
Marilyn Chryst 314-845-2497 tchryst@swbell.net

NEW YORK
Habitat Gardening of Central New York #76
Janet Allen 315-487-5742
jkallen@twcny.rr.com 

New York Capital District Chapter #69
(Seedling)
Laurel Tormey Cole 518-872-9458
laurel.tormey-cole@oprhp.state.ny.us

OHIO
Greater Cincinnati Chapter #62
Roberta Trombly 513-542-0893,
btrombly@fuse.net
Chris McCullough: 513-860-4959,
gordchris@fuse.net

Columbus Chapter #4
Shelby Conrad 614-784-1992
shelbyconrad@yahoo.com

Maumee Valley Chapter #66 (Seedling)
Jan Hunter 419-833-2020
nnn@naturallynative.net

Toledo Chapter #77 (Seedling)
Todd Crail 419-539-6810, tcrail@utnet.utoledo.edu

Western Reserve Chapter #73
Barb Holtz 440-473-3370
bph@clevelandmetroparks.com

PENNSYLVANIA
Habitat Resource Network of 
Southeast Pennsylvania Chapter #79
Maureen Carbery 484-678-6200
pahabitat@comcast.net

Susquehanna Valley Chapter #68
Jim Hitz 717-741-3996 jrhitz@suscom.net

WISCONSIN
Central Wisconsin Chapter #50
Dan Dieterich 715-346-2849
dan.dieterich@uwsp.edu

Door County Chapter #59
Peter Sigman 920-824-5193 peter@sigmann.net

Fox Valley Area Chapter #8
Karen Syverson 920-987-5587 ksyve@core.com

Green Bay Chapter #10
Cindy Hermsen, 920-434-6866,
scentedgardens@athenet.com

Lake Woods Chapter #72 
Jeanne Munz 920-793-4452 
flower_power@wildmail.com 

Madison Chapter #13
Laurie J. Yahr 608-274-6593
yahrkahl@sbcglobal.net

Menomonee River Area Chapter #16
Jan Koel 262-251-7175
Diane Holmes 262-628-2825

Milwaukee North Chapter #18
Message Center: 414-299-9888

Milwaukee Southwest-Wehr Chapter #23
Message Center: 414-299-9888

Root River Area Chapter #43
Nan Calvert 262-681-4899 prairiedog@e-3.cc
Ruth Ann Jones 262-878-2762
barncats1212@earthlink.net

Sheboygan Area Tension Zone Chapter #43
Sarah M. Johnson 920-627-3183 
sarah@landmarklandscapesinc.com

Wisconsin Northwoods Chapter #63
Diane Willette 715-362-6870 diane@bfm.org

Wolf River Chapter #74
Marge Guyette 715-787-3482
jkgmeg@athenet.net

For meeting and activity information, call the
chapter contact person or check the chapter
web site.
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Welcome to our newest chapter,
Sheboygan Area Tension Zone
Chapter.

NEW CHAPTER
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VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.
Ameritech.net/users/rasillon/Seed.html

PLEASE

SEND

$1 FOR

SEED

CATALOG

Over 170 species from southeastern 

Wisconsin prairies

Bob Ahrenhoerster, 
Prairie Restoration 

Specialist

P.O. Box 83, North Lake
Wisconsin 53064-0083

We’re off to a great
start with the Wild
Ones Internet dis-
cussion group.
Some of the topics
of discussion have
centered around
leach fields, con-
tainer gardening,
cupplant, rodentia,
and some good
old-fashioned mudslinging at a very misguided anti-environment
article titled “Border War,” by George Ball, New York Times, op-ed
page, March 19.

To join the information sharing (and the fun) go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wildonesnativeplants/.

We’re ready for discussion any time you are. Give it a try. Right
now. Really.

Got questions about native plants,
invasives, and natural landscaping? 
Feel like talking about it? Our new
online discussion group is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

WILD ONES NATIONAL
QUARTERLY BOARD MEETINGS

All members are invited and encouraged to
attend the quarterly meetings of the National
Board of Directors If you’d like to participate in
the meeting by conference call, please contact
the National Office (toll-free) at 877-394-9453 
for instructions.

1st Quarter 2007 National Board Meeting
will be a teleconference meeting. January 27,
2007.

2nd Quarter 2007 National Board Meeting
will be hosted by the Ann Arbor (MI) Chapter.
April 28, 2007.

3rd Quarter 2007 National Board Meeting
and Annual Meeting will be hosted by the
Greater Cincinnati (OH) Chapter at Bergamo
Center in Dayton, Ohio. This is a peaceful setting,
with much to do there and in the surrounding
areas. Consider planning a family vacation
around this event. More information on the
programs will become available as planning
progresses. August 17-19, 2007.

4th Quarter 2007 National Board Meeting
will be hosted by the Rock River Valley (IL) 
Chapter. September 29, 2007.

OTHER CONFERENCES
AND MEETINGS

Toward Harmony With 
Nature Conference 
– Saturday, January 20, 2007.
8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., Fox Valley Area Wild
Ones present their 11th annual “Toward 
Harmony With Nature” Conference. Hilton 
Garden Inn, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Keynote 
presentation: Steve Hazell, “The Roots 
of My Prairie Songs.” Nine break-out 
sessions will feature talks on a broad 
variety of topics of interest: prairie restoration,
rain gardens and wetland plantings, soil and 
the critters in it, designing native landscapes,
outdoor classrooms, birdscaping, healthy 
woodlots. Contact person, Karen Syverson
920-987-5587 ksyve@core.com or www.
for-wild.org/chapters/foxvalley/.
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Prairie Directory
of North America
This fabulous
directory of North
American prairies is
yours free when you
join or renew your
Wild Ones member-
ship at the $75
level or higher.
Normally retailing for $25 (including
shipping and handling), this directory
not only locates prairies for you, but also
gives you quick facts about each one.
Former Journal Editor-in-Chief, Mariette
Nowak, said, “Prairie lovers everywhere,
this is the book for you!” The Prairie
Directory of North America is a must-
have for your travel reference collection.
Join or renew now!

Wild About
Wildflowers
Are you wild about
wildflowers? When you
join or renew your Wild
Ones membership at
the $50 level or
higher, you will
receive, at no extra
charge, this highly
acclaimed video. Covering
everything from how to choose, plant,
grow, and enjoy native american
wildflowers and grasses in your own yard,
this item sells in the Wild Ones Store for
$30, but now you can get it almost for
free. Join Wild Ones or renew your
membership today!

Join Wild Ones
Get Something Free

Great selection, including
Wood Lilies, Yellow Star Grass,

and Grass Pink Orchids.

Local genotype.

Competitive prices.

Potted plants ready to go.

Come and see us at the
Dane County Farmers’ Market

in Madison.

No mail order sales!

Farm visits by appointment only,
please.

S5920 Lehman Road
Baraboo, WI 53913

608-356-0179



Wild Ones Membership Form
Name ________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City__________________________________________________

State/ZIP_____________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________

E-Mail _______________________________________________

Annual Dues: Wild Wilder Wildest
Household $30 $50 $75+
Business $200 $500 $1,000+
Limited income/full-time student household: $20/year
Lifetime $1200 (Or payable in three annual $400 installments.)

I am joining/renewing at the
$50 or higher level. Send Membership Premium Video.
$75 or higher level. Send Membership Premium Book.

Please check: new renewal new contact info
Amount enclosed $ __________________ for ______ years.
Chapter preference ___________________________________
Chapters listed in “The Meeting Place.”

If this is a Gift Membership:

My Name ____________________________________________

Occasion for Gift ______________________________________
Entire Membership Fee Is Tax-Deductible.
Wild Ones • P.O. Box 1274 • Appleton, WI • 54912-1274
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We have a new chapter that calls itself the Sheboygan

Tension Zone Chapter. No, it’s not because its members are

irritable. The Tension Zone is a real geographic boundary or

a transition zone between major biotic associations. It refers

to an area where plants with southern affinities reach their

northern limit, and northern plants are at their southern

limits. Because it is a transition zone between two commu-

nities, it contains the characteristic species of both, resulting

in greater biodiversity than in either one. In the Midwest and

northeastern United States the transition is particularly

abrupt between the Laurentian Mixed Forest (hemlock,

white pine, northern hardwoods), and the Eastern Broad-

leaf Forest (maple-basswood in western Wisconsin and

southern Minnesota; beech- maple- and oak-hickory in

Michigan, Pennsylvania, and upstate New York). Changes in

soil types and texture (moisture retaining loams to the

south, comparatively drier sandy soils to the north) are

thought to be the major reason for the existence of the

tension zone. ✦



Seeds for Education
A reminder: The Seeds for Education Grant Program is funded
by these donations from our members and chapters. Annual
SFE grant applications are due November 15th.

Bob & Susan Grese – Ann Arbor (MI) Chapter

Robert & Carolyn Arevalo, Douglas Hayworth, Constance
McCarthy, and John & Cathy Schafman – Rock River Valley 
(IL) Chapter

Bill & Barbara Graue – Greater DuPage (IL) Chapter

Julia Hart – Lake-To-Prairie (IL) Chapter

Linda A. Dolan – Madison (WI) Chapter

Lorrie’s Birthday
Donations to Seeds for Education totaling $1,614 were made
in remembrance of Lorrie Otto’s 87th Birthday by the following
Wild Ones members and chapters:

Marty Rice – Twin Cities (MN) Chapter

Donna VanBuecken – Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter

Nancy Aten, Carol Chew, and Anne McNitt – Milwaukee-North
(WI) Chapter

Maryann Whitman – Oakland (WI) Chapter

Jean M. Hancock – Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr (WI) Chapter       

Fox Valley Area (WI) Chapter

Milwaukee-Southwest/Wehr (WI) Chapter

North Park Nature Center (IL) Chapter

Rock River Valley (IL) Chapter

Root River (WI) Chapter

Central Upper Peninsula (MI) Chapter

Twin Cities (MN) Chapter

A Very Special Thank You
To ONE Plus, Inc. for their donation of $151 to Wild Ones.
You’ll notice the ONE Plus, Inc. ad on page 15 indicates that
they will donate 5% of their fee from any client referencing
their ad in the Wild Ones Journal. Well, one of our members
took architect Joe Powelka, Madison (WI) Chapter up on his
offer. Joe is also currently serving as Wild Ones National 
President.

Thank You From Monarch Watch
Wild Ones received a thank you note from the University of
Kansas, thanking us for the $500 donation to the Monarch
Watch Program. So we pass this on to you for purchasing the
“Got Milkweed” bumper stickers. Thank you. To date, Wild
Ones has sold 1,000 plus.

They also wanted us to know that they are developing a new
environmental monitoring program, and are currently looking
for volunteers. The program will focus on fine-scale tempera-
ture monitoring of your Monarch Waystation, school butterfly
garden, classroom rearing area, or other habitats using Thermo-
chron iButtons. To find out more about the program go to
www.monarchwatch.org/update/2006/0531.html#4, or if you
have questions you can email to Jim at jlovett@ku.edu or 
Chip at chip@ku.edu.

Give to Wild Ones at No Cost to Yourself
Almost anything you buy at Amazon.Com, if you enter through
our bookstore, will result in a percentage of the cost of your
items being donated to Wild Ones – at no extra cost to you:
www.for-wild.org/store/bookstore.

P.O. Box 1274
Appleton, WI 54912-1274
www.for-wild.org
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Is your membership OK? How about your address?
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