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* Good desn bonec

ry pesacldes femhzers oil,

7 and urban land and mto streams’ and

‘lakes. - The result is @ serious water :
quahty problem known as nonpomt

- source polluaon B

Careful landscape planning of your
own yard can prevent runoff and con-
serve water for your plants. By con-
verting turf to natural areas, the need
. for chemicals is minimized or elimi-
nated becausé native plant communi-

- ties supply their own nutrient require- -
ments, They also absorb water and -

prevent soﬂ erosion. .

Conslder usmg buffer strlps of natlve{. :
- plantsalong pondsor streamstoreduce -
-runoffand filterany pollutants. Well-

_planned strips can be used to frame
. good views or screen m)shghﬂy ones.
They -also sheltersmall animals and- -

- (continued.on page 4) -~
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Gomg WIId W|th natlve plants.w

begmnmg of the design process, the designer and client must determine how the
garden will be maintained. If native plants are to be incorporated, the client will
want to know what this means and how the native plants canbe expected to perform.

Analyze what youwant to happenm your landscape. Define your goals. Do you wish
to increase diversity in a traditional perennial garden by re-introducing prairie
plants? Ifso,it willrequire applying traditional maintenance techniques to the native
selection. Do youplan a micro-ecosystem--your own plot of recreated prairie? If

8o, it will require management such as buming--the "low maintenance" many
- envision when they think of "going native." Native plants are often promoted as low~
or ﬁo-mamtenance plants when in fact how they are used is a primary determining ,

, factor in how much and what care they reqmre

Native forbs such as Rudbeckza hirta, black-eyed
Susan or Echinacea purpurea, purple conefiower,
if planted within a traditional English-style peren-

maintenance. They may need to be staked since
they won't be interplanted with grasses which pro-
vide structural support. In addition, the entiched
garden soil and lack of competition allow them to
grow taller than usual and less able to support

" These same species used in an inter-dependent community of native forbs and
‘grasses will perform quite differently. They will be smaller and less bold in their

visual effect but staking, weeding, cutting, and cleaning will no longer be required.
Instead, Rudbeckia ‘and Echinacea become part of an eternally evolving, self-
renewing ecosystem. In reality, this eco-system will be small and isolated, sur-
rounded on all sides by alien species and requiring consistent management. How-
ever, these techmques are easy to learn and advantages of native plants are numerous.

their gardens. Justhow they wish tomanage their "wild ones" should be as unportant

~ One Dollar .

eople vary wuiely in their perceptlon of what a garden shou}d be Promotlon of e :
native plants for planned landscapes has added a new dimension to the factorstobe
considered. Designers encounter on a daily basis the homeowner's mcertmnty of . - -

- how exactly to use these plants i in the lamiscape ‘There is no one answer. At the

nial garden, will require traditional English-style

themselves. They won't have to be dug up and
_ divided penothcally but they wﬂl requn'e cuttmg and removal of dead material.

copyng.h! 1992

-~ There is a wide gradation in- the degrees of "nativeness” that people wzll acceptin

Insert -
- . - asaesthetics in the final decision. - Kerry Leigh, Landscape Architect -



_that stxli has good drainage. - Methods mclude txiimg (not.
) recommended unless the soil is heavﬂy compacted because it
“often turns up new weed seeds), cultivating, or scanfymg to
rough up the soil's surface. An effective and inexpensive
“technique is attachmg a piece of chain link fénce, weighted
" with stone or railroad ties, to a tractor and pulling it over
exlstmg vegetation. However, this may not be practical on all
tyges of terrain. Weed control includes killing or removing
aggressive plants and - eliminating -weed seed which may
germinate when disturbed and exposed to air and light.

Preparing a seed bed entails creating a
soil environment whlch has the capacity
‘to retain water ... has good drainage and
seed-to-sonl contact

Although soﬂ preparation and weed control are very impor- - .

tant, even distribution of seed and good soil contact are also
essential. It is important to remember that there are many
ways to apply wildflower seed according to the particular site
and situation. Now there are also machines designed specifi-
cally for wildflower seed planting. According to Craig
Stevens of the Texas DOT the most expensive and most
effective method of planting wildflowers is with a drill-type
seeder with a rip shank that makes a groove in the soil, drops
in seeds, and then comes back over to assure good seed-to-soil

contact. A sophisticated type of drill seeder has been devel- -

oped which has three different seed bins capable of being
individually calibrated to accommmodate different size seeds,
_allowing a greater diversity of seeds to be planted at one time,

414-352-6159

‘Bayside Garden Center

Complete Garden Needs

" 400 E. Brown Deer Rd.
Milwaukee, Wi 53217

We have your native plants.

Joseph Fraser-of New Mexxco State Umversnty is i}uoted as-

- saying that wildflowersare oftenestablished on new construc-
- ‘tion-cuts o at mining sites wherethere isnoexisting vegeta- =
~ “tion. Here the number one-priority is erosion controkby =
* establishing wildflowers and native grasses-as quickly as =~

-dbe dmeanshavmgsml thatre aterbut, j; ‘possible. Soil is disked, raked, and then seeded. Anothernew o

planter described is de 31gned with special agitators and picker
wheels which handle irrégularly shaped seeds. Seeds drop--

-into several baffles and are scattered the full width of the

machine, eliminating the problems of planter rows showmg
after wildflowers and grasses are established.

Ahydroseedef usesmachinery toforcibly distribute amixture

of seed, water, and fertilizer to hard-to-reach areas. Hydro-

?‘mulchers dUﬂI& same but add mulch to the rmxture The

rmposmble to use. Inall mldﬂower plantmgs it is nnportant

_that seeds be kept moist until they are established.

“The article suggests that the American Seed Trade Associa-
~tion, Inc., 601 - 13th Street N.'W._, Suite 570 South, Washing-

ton, D.C. 20005-1593, (202/638-3128, Fax 202/638-3171)
be contacted for additional information. :

More prairie planting tips shared

Experts, such as Hal Rock, recommend prairie mixes that are
80% forbs (flowers) and 20% grasses. Some others use 50%
- 50% mixes, but both ratios are a change from years ago when
more grasses were seeded. The rationale is that grasses are
more agressive and so more flower seeds are needed.

Buckwheat is sometimes used in establishing new prairie
because, when disked, it adds phosphate and potassium to the
soil. One caution is that it has to be disked in fast, before it
goes to seed, of it is hard to eradicate later.

| Prairie Moon Nurséi.‘y |

Route 3 Box 163 . .
Winona, MN 55987
(507) 452-1362

Native Plants and Seeds »
Wetland - Prairie - Woodland
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; vnatufel area

‘Lorrie's Notes ...

School natUrél aréa needs preée}izing as an outdéor laboratory -

~ In the last few decades we have so ruptured the link between nature and our planned -
' !andscapes that a small, unmowed but managed natural area at Bayside's middle school -
__ appeared to threaten officials who were willing to destroy it. A neighbor who lived two-
‘blocks away daimed the "mess” lowered his property values. The preSndéht of the school-
- board declared that she had four children attend the school and "not one of them ever-
“put a foot into that pface. ‘One teacher said that she had her own native backyard garden -
and that this one was “only a weed patch.” The school administrator said that the area” -
~ was never "used.” The principal told us that she only heard complaints about it. One of
- the staff said that the people who planted this area |8 years ago were no longer around
- and no longer cared; that all of the school oﬁ' cials had been replaced: and that 50% of '

the teachers are new this year.

In October, the long grassy path of this controversial strip is bordered with blooming asters.
(See The Outside Story, September - October 1992 for a related story.} As the leaves

 fall from the trees, a twig tracery of shadows appears against the east wing of the cream

brick school building. The diverse grace is in startling contrast to the adjommg blackwpped
parking lot. :

Since this Earth Day planting in 1974 we have taken far too much for gronted. State-
mandated environmentaleducation does not include the study of organic diversity and the

‘importance of mamtammg bioregional sanctuaries for plants and animals. - At first we

couldn't find a teacher who appreciated the potential of this outdoor laboratory where no. -
grass had been mowed or poisoned for |8 years, and where trees and shrubs had. been

{1 -planted by birds. However, the school administrator soon found such a teacher. Then-in "
| quick succession we helped her defend the project by asking people who had an interest
I to write the school.  We typed out a history of the planting dnd made it the center of

- display next to the cafeteria. This would educate teachers, students, maintenance crew,

jrents, and visitors.- We found models for photographs: a fourth grader with an easel;

" another child with a butterfly net; one witha magnifying glass. They ate the grapes, tasted
- the crabapples, and sucked nectar from the clover. We enlarged the photos to embellish
- the display case. To further accent the positive, we summoned The Herald which has -
* atalented reporter who is a retired teacher (see her article wa'sday, October 8, 1992)

'~ Thereisa tangle of form, celor, and texture which greeted chddren :etummg to schoef in
~ date summer. This simple, seasonal beauty should be its own excuse for being. The
~ chrysalises of Monarch butterflies not far from the fading milkweed, and migrating birds

1 ﬂ:ttmg among vegetation asthey eat and reston their longjourney south. . Isthis not "use”

nough? -Here children may learn that each small strand of land which they can protect ‘
d heal will heip in- reweavmg nature $ web of life. -

* The December W:fd Ones progmm at Aﬂdubon and Wehr w:!l descnbe the Bays:de
- Lome Otto :




(continued from page 1)

,  birds. Buffer zones canbe 15'to 25' or
- wxder on large sntes

_ " ‘into landscape design and will provide -

" séveral inches of topping for the beds
which hold moisture,” moderate soil

tempemmre and control weeds They
* can be edged with native stones and -

wood. Use natural shapes rather than

straight lines or geometric forms.

Selection of native plants which are

well-adapted to the region means less .

watering and chemical-free garden-
ing. Using buffer strips along water
courses and adding mulched beds re-
duces runoff and water nceded

7 : Mnlchedbedscanalsobe mcorporated‘ '
‘several benefits. Composted yard waste
(leaves, grass clippings, chipped -
branches etc.) can be recycled into - -

|3 FARM

.<

: fNurSBrnyrown Wildflowers

-Natlve mldwastem plants of
woodlands, prairies and wetlands

-Perennials, shrubs and vines
V-Books on natural landscaping

‘For a catalog please send 50 cents =
| and yonr name. and address to

thtle Valley Farm
Dept. WO -
Route 3 Box 544
~ Spring Green, WI o

Lewis Birkel's garden, school prairies in news

Lewis Birkel's sunny, flower-filled yard

was the subject of a color photo feature
- article_ in' The Milwaukee Jowrnal's -

"Home" section on Sunday, September
.- 6. Birkel; a member of Wild Ones, is

known by miaiy for his hand-made bird

~houses. He has been working on the
gardens of his present home, "Bird Ha-
ven," since he. and his w1fe moved there

C ,three years ago.

on October 6 were on the subject of
school natural areas. "A prairie picnic"
featured Indian Hill School's fall cel-
¢bration of their two-year-old prairie
which surrounds the building, Over400
students, parents, and others attended
the fall festival. Principal Karen Win-
icki explained that, "We have our sci-
ence lessans rjght; outside our doors.

There are over 650 plants and many

insects." The prairie has been-useful,

she says for art, English; and other

classes as well. Children have leamed
much about the natural cnv:ronment

from it anid give tours of the area. Wﬂd

Ornes' President Deb Harwell was in-

strumental in starting and can'ymg out

the project.

At nearby Bayside Mid;ﬂe School, a
_Two articles in the Community Herald

committee hasbeenestablishedtowork
out a solution for saving a portion of an
18-year-old natural area that school ad-
ministrators want to use to expand abus
parking area. The strip of land in ques-
tion represents nearly two decades of

natural succession. ?

Noted naturallst Ieft Iegacy of Iearnmg from nature

- James H. annennan, author of “the }
poyulat{ Wildflowers and Weeds field
guide and Wisconsin'sleading experton -

~ wetlands, died in early October: while

~ tending a small prairie on the shore of
: Red Cedar Lake

~According to an article in The Milwau-
kee Journal he and his artist wife, Eliza-
beth, had nearly completed a book de-
scribing the state's sedges. Naturalists
sent often sent plant samples to Zimmer-
man foridentification. Hewasknownas

- | the "expert's expert" and as a "walking

“encyclopedia of our state's prairies and

consultmg business.

* Zimmerman responded to a Wild Ones o

- membership survey in 1990 with many
comments about his involvement with

- wetlands, " according to Don Reed, prin- - -
~cipal biologist with the Southeastern =~ "
- 1 Wisconsin Regional Planning Commis-
| sion. His wife plans to publish the book
-and continue to operate the couple's

wﬂd plants and annnals A;mong his
responses were; A cousin interested

me in wild plants in 1936-whenTwas - - -
--12. By 1939, I was planting them inan. - - -~
area' where my parents let me garden. T

* got the "bug" from my grandmother,
who gardened up a storm until her death
when I'was 15. My interest in birds was
spurred by working with Aldo Leopold
in 1944 and led to understanding habitat
requirements, including abundant in-
sects and natural leafy groundcover for
many-ground-feeding nugrants such as
thrashers, towhees, wild sparrows, ov-
enblrds and: woodwcké Plus'_'-hoﬂow

Fuﬁdls 2114
, W153705




o | The Inside Story
Compiled by - BLACK-EYED-SUSAN

: JANICE S'HEFEL - - {Rudbeckia hirta)

: : : e Composxte or Daisy Family

W'OTHER NAMES Yellow Coneflower, Ye]low Daisy, ngger-Head Brown Eyed‘;

. .- Bull's Eye; Golden—]erasalem, Brown Betty, Brown Daisy.

 Susan;” ﬂarkey*ﬂead ngger Daisy; - Poor-Land Daisy, Ox-Eye Daxs_y, -English

DESCRIPTION: ~ A rough-stemmed plant with blossoms of golden-yellow ray
flowers and disk flowers -forming a brown central cone. The blossom head is
2 to 3 in. wide and the lanceolate to ovate, rough, hairy leaves are 2 to 7
in. long; the lower leaves are usually untoothed with three prominent veins
and winged leafstalks. It is an annual or a biennial. Height is | to 3 ft.

Habitat: Fields, prairies and open woods. Flowering: June to October

COMMENTS: Black-Eyed Susan is a native of the North American plains and prairies of the
midwest. Unlike so many of our wild plants which landed on eastern shores and marched west-
ward, this is a western species that travelled eastward, supposedly in bundles of hay.

Because it is avoided by livestock, a profusion of the plant indicates over-grazing and poor soil
~conditions, since it will take over when other plants have been grazed out. It is dependent on
bees, butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other insects for pollination. However, it has devel-
oped a system for~ keepmg away unwanted pests, such as ants — the stems are covered with
 tiny barbs whlch make it very. difficult for ants to crawl up.

Black-Eyed “Susan is- the -state flower of Maryland. The Glorlosa Dalsy is a hybrldlzed version
’of this plant L -

MBD!CINAL USE:. Amer:can Indlans used the root tea for worms, "colds; an external wash for

sores, - snakebites, and swellings. AThe Cherokee used an extract of the roots for the treatment
of earache. - The Forest Potawatomi made a drink by stéeping the leaves for use as a kidney -

~ stimulant.

" 'NAME ORIGIN: The Genus Name, Rudbeckia (Rood-beck'i-a) was named by Carolus Linnaeus

“in honor of the Professors Rudbeck: Olaf, 1630-1702, the father; and Olaf, 1660-1740, the son.
They were his predecessors at the University of Uppsala, Sweden. Linnaeus, or Carl von Linne,
was bornm in 1707 in a province of Sweden. When he was very young he looked forward to the
day he could study under Professor Olaf Rudbeck, the son. However, shortly before Linnaeus
arrived at the university, Professor Rudbeck lost all his research papers and accompanying data
in a terrible fire. He was so distressed over losing the works which had taken him a lifetime
to accumulate that he lost all enthusiasm and interest in teaching. This was a great disappoint-
ment to Linnaeus. Over time Professor Rudbeck recovered from his great loss, especially
when he realized the potential young Linnaeus possessed. -Linnaeus succeeded Olaf Rudbeck as
professor. From there he went on to organize the naming of plants with the "two name"
system (genus and species). Upon his death in 1777, the King of Sweden remarked, "The system
of classification invented by Linnaeus, together with the great improvement he made in botani-

cal nomenclature, have served to" ‘greatly popularize the study of botany; what was_before- cha-os S

- -he brought into order, and what was before difficult he made easy."
The Spemes Name, hirta (hur' ta), means’ "rough," referring to the halr}f stem and leave’s.’

AUTHOR'S NOTE: It was a privilége ‘for the Black-Eyed Susan to be named in honor of

Professors Rudbeck by Linnaeus. Whenever I see this plant, my mind goes back to the 18th
Century, ‘especially the loss that Professor Rudbeck experienced in losing his works in a fire.

" I'learned a lesson from his misfortune.- Even though my research papers could never be as im- .. .
~ portant as his, nevertheless, they are important to me. I now keep my research papers, disks, -

slides, and out-of-print botany books in a fireproof safe. It's amazing the wisdom that can be-
acquired from events that occurred as far back as the 18th Century.
® 1992 Janice Stiefel
Plymouth, Wisconsin



"Natural looking gardens don't result

from simply 'letting things go." is the
reminder from Darrel G. Morrison,
Dean of the School of Environmental

~ Design at the University of Georgia.
"As appealing as that concept might

be, from the standpoint of time and
energy, there have been too many en-
vironmental changes on most residen-

tial sites to make that arealistic option. -

. .Hence, a laissez-faire approach un-

der suchconditionsislikelyto produce - -

a chaotic mix of native and exotic
' plants " he states. .

| "We can't desxgn gardens that will
equal the order, complexity, integrity, - -

" and beauty of the:typical undisturbed

natural landscape. However, there is

great value in studying natural land-
-scapes and native plants in the field,
where one can hear, see, smell, touch,

and even taste them. Sadly, there are -

few examples of minimally disturbed
natural landscapes remaining. . mak-
ing them more critical than ever as
more and more of our land is 'devel-
~ oped,™ Morrison reminds us.

the native tall tree canopy is in your
geographic region (such as beech-
- maple forests or oak-hickory forests).

“ What shrubs, and small trees in the .
- three to fifteen foot range make up the -

understory. Finally, what are the com-
panion plants under three feet inheight
~ and also groundcovers that make up
_ the rest of the plant community? Fig-
uring out these zones will be most
--helpful in designing your landscaping.

Find out also what species occur in a
specific environment, such as which

plants prefer sunny or shady locations;
dry, sandy soil or heavy, rich loam.
Learn which species occur naturally in’

the greatest numbers. -

When looking to see where plants grow
in nature check what grows next to
them. Is there a particular one that
grows only on the edge of woods or in
the heart of the forest or sometimes
both? Doesthe plant grow individually,

scattered, or clustered in a tight group‘?

In asmall landscape plan which simu-
Iates a larger natural one; don't try to
- grow toomany types of plants. Accord-

ing to Mortison, five or six types of

grasses unify 90% of the Midwestern

prairie. There is room for diversity,
~-however, while a native prairie may be
" mainly composed of fewer than a dozen

“species, there may be more that four
-~ dozen forbtypes per-acre occurring in
small numbers. Changing flower and
leaf color and different ages of plants
add to the variety. Younger, shorter -

shrubs are normally at the front edges
providing a soft look.

: We are reminded to use the river as an
analogy for designing natural looking

open spaces. "A river winds through a

- landscape, widening at turns or bends,
and disappearing behind 'peninsulas' or

Morrison tells us to think about zones - vegetation. ’Ihlsprowdesanelementof V
of vegetation by heights. Findoutwhat . Mystery, encouraging the observer to -

~want to see what's beyond the next

bend," he staes.

‘Design process )

" 1. ‘Inventory your site. Map out an-
swerstothe following questionsongrid =

paper: Where is it sunny or shady in

your yard? Where-do you have sandy
-soil, clay, dry, or moist spots? Which
_existing plants are desirable or undesir-

able? Can the information shown on a

- tax survey or real estate map show you
" where to draw in building "footprints” -

or fence lines, etc.?. Where does water
drain? Are there any slopes? Aany
eroded spots? What views need to be

- emphasized or screened? Be sure to

?(mrec;- oK |

w‘&n‘f‘e.v" pPed_s

‘Ways to design natural looking landscaping

include compass directions and your
name and address (so you won't lose
your drawing as you carry it around.)

2. Plan spaces. Where will paths go?
(Keep paths wide enough for three to
walk abreast. This gives people enough

room to avoid brushing against plants.)

What spacesshould be keptopen? What

" natural lines can you repeat in your

plan? What tall trees (upper story) will
you have? What shrubs and smaller
trees (middle story)? What will be
shorter thana yard-stick (ground level)?
Think in three-dimensional terms. Use
a garden hose to lay out your plan on the

ground when you work outside. (Don't -

use spray paint to mark layout.)

3. Select plaﬁts. When you have an
understanding of species native to your
own region and and know your own

yard's conditions, it is time to choose .

plants. Avoid exotic plants that are
known to be aggressive and overpower
natives. Generally, keep exotics sepa-
rated from natives because oftheir some-
what incompatible growth patterns and
unfair advantages due to hybridization.
Think about companion plantings--
which natives grow together in nature.

6
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'IHE DESIGN OF A BIRD NES'ITNG BOX Thc srmplc design
of this birdhouse will sait #/l birds that will nest in bird boxes, but
the size of your birdhouse and its dimensions must be made to suit
‘each kind of bird as shown in the table. If you want to attract
bluebirds, you must build a bluebird house; if you want to attract
house wrens, you must build a house wren box. Make the roof of
the house or one of its sides detachable or hmged to allow you to
inspect the inside or to clean it



Dimensions for Birdhouses

B

- {See acéampanying illustration for corresponding lettered parts.)

Wood duck

10X18"

610

A C D S
Size of | Depth of | Height of| Diameter| Heightto
Floor |Bird Box|Entrance| of Fasten
{inches).| (inches) | Above |Entrance| Above
. . ; g Floor Hole | Ground
Kmd of Bird - {inches) | (inches) | (feet)
Bluebird “5XS5 8 6 1%z 5-10
_ Chickadee - 4X4. | 810 | 68 | 1% | 615
© Tiunouse . - 4X4 | 810 | 68 | 1Y | 615
.~ ‘Nuthatch - 4X4 | 8-10 68 | 1% | 1220
" House wrenand | | ' -l
: Bewick’s wren | 4X4 | - 6-8 46 | 1-1% |
"~ “Carolina wren 4% 4 " 6-8 +6 | 1% |  6-10°
Violer-greenswallow| 1o o o
- and-Tree swallow] §X5 | 6 1-5 | 1% 10-15
Purple-martin® 6X6* | 6° 1° 2V 15-20
House finch 6X6 | 6 4 2 8-12.
Srling | 6X6 | 16-18 | 14-16 | 2 10-25
Crested flycatcher - | 6X6 8-10 6-8 | 2 8-20
‘Flicker | 7X7 16-18 | 14-16 | 2% 6-20
Golden-fronted g i
woodpecker and
red-headed wood- B
pecker - 6X6 | 12-15 9-12 2 12-20
Downy woodpecker | 4X4 | 8-10 6-8 1% 620
Hairy woodpecker | 6X6 12-15. | 9-12 1va - 12-20
Screechowl | 8x8 | 12-15 9-12 3 10-30
Saw-whet owl 6X6 10-12- | 8-10 2% 12-20
Barn owl - o 1018 | 15-18 | . 4 | 6 12-18
American kestrel 8X8 12-1§ 9-12 3 10-30
10-24 12-16 4 10-20

Information from Kbmes - for Birds, Consegvation Bulletin 14,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. For sale by
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office.

Dimensions for martin house is for one pair of birds. Itis
customary to build martin houses eight compartments at
a time, which constitutes a section.



4. Placing plants. Try as much as
possible to simulate natural relation-
shipsinarranging plants. Putin ground
covers and arrange "accent plants” in

groups of three, five, ormore. Color- -
‘coded stakes help to keep track of -

individual plants in an area. Keep

sun-lovingplants inthe sunand shade-

loving plants in the shade

5. Expect changes. The beauty of

- natural landscaping is that it is ever-
changing and evolving. The design
“you put down on paper now will not
stay permanently the same in your

garden. Plants will increase in size
andrumbersandwill "migrate." Some -

plants will shade out others.

"The great thmg to remember about
creating a wild garden isthat it should

" not be hurried. Take your time. As

with any garden, one is well advised
to spend the first year taking stock and
planning gradually,” advises Violet
Stevensonin The Wild Garden. "Many
of the plants that are despised or even
feared horticulturally are essential to

the lives of living creatures." She
recommends spending time checking |

out plants' usefulness to birds and
insects. "If plants prove to be unat-

tract;vcw visually, yet well worth sav-
" ing, allow them to grow out of sight."’

- - Quotes are from “Creating d Natural
Looking Garden" by Darrel G. Morrison in
Gardening with Wildflowers & Nadtive Plants
(Brocklyn Botanic Garden Record)-

and The Wild Garden by Violet Stevenson
(Pengum Handbook)

Learning Experiences . ..

Recently the Wild Ones board shared "dumb mistakes we'd never do - again."
Here they are, with the hope you won't have to experience the same ones:

"Canadian goldenrod is really pretty, but | wish I'd 'kept to the less agressivei
varieties for my yard. A neighbor made a wreath with native berries, mainly poison
ivy! As much damage as this can cause humans, it is good to remember that W|IdI|fe "
loves them." - Mariette Nowak--

"I hired a landscape architect who recommended vinca. After two years,l knew B
~ ftwasn't right, but it took alot of work to get rid of!" - Mandy Ploch

"Don't dig those cute little spring plants when you aren't sure what they are.
. .they could be garlic mustard." - Kristin Summerfield

. "When my daughter was a ﬁrrst-g'ra,der, she brought home some cute little lilies
-of the valley. . .no matter how hard | try, | still can't get rid of them." - Lorrie Otto

7 "I seeded my prairie and thought it would be nice to have some field daiﬁys.’
| defiberately threw some seed heads down. | nearly broke my back digging them out.
. .They emit a toxin that could have jeopardized the whole project!!” - Deb Harwell

"Chokecherries look remarkably like buckthorn when they are little. . .|
transplanted buckthorn into my yard!" - Jan Koel

"My brother helped me transplant a few bishop's weed around my gardens to
" provide some contrast. . .It is very aggressive. . .to the point that it took out my
- asparagus and 'l‘aspberries." - Lucy Schumann

"I bought some native asters from a garden center. . .Make sure native means
" native to the area. . .not to the whole United States!" - De]ene Hansen

"The yews | planted looked nice to begin with but weren't planted in the right
place. -My husband transplanted them. . but I'm still not satlsfed .he'llmovefurniture,

| - but moving trees.. M!! - Irena Macek

Do you have natural landscaping experiences or ideas you'd like to share? We'd
_love to hear from you! Our 1993 issues will focus on: site preparation/plant

B propagation (january - February); woodlands (March - April); wetlands (May - June);

prairie (July - August); insects/animals (September - October). Please send information
" to: Editor,The Ourside Story, 8920 North Lake Drive, Bayside, WI 53217.
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November: PHOTOS taken now can

serve as memory joggers next springto -

show types of plants and their loca-
tions. Native landscapers' eyes become
trained to see beauty in the full range of
seasons - from emerging ephemerals to
the last sturdy pods which slidesrecord.

DISTRACTIONS, such as neighbor's
lights which show up now that leaves
are gone, can be scréened with arborvi-
tae or cedar. Rig a stake and cloth to
estimate best location. Planting can be
done, if a hole can still be dug.

PLANT 1.D. is easier if you take a few

plants at a time. Start witlibuckthorn -
“and leamn to recognize it-in different -

- seasons: H has-a diStinc;iyé,,;f)ifékéh
twig “odor; “black, hairy roots; shiny.
berries. You'll want to replace this

aggressive, alien shrub with natives.
- Leam the characteristics of some sub-

ALDO LEOPOLD BENCH

-
B g -
8
b
3
b

stit'utes:fréétgrig ‘dogwood, snowberry,

-and some of the many good viburnums. -

CALENDARS are good holiday gifts.
One custom-made for the Wisconsin
and Upper Michigan is the 1993
WeatherFriend Calendar. Now in the
14th year of publication by the North-
east Wisconsin Audubon Society, it is
full of fascinating observations of
nature's habits related to season,
weather and place (known as phenol-
ogy.) It includes spaces to chart your
own dataand compare it with facts from
prior years and nature art by area artists.
Best of all, it's only $4, postpaid. Wild
Ones will share in the proceeds, if you

order from this address: Calendar, Dept.
"~ 'WON, 1701 Ninth Street, Green Bay,
~ WI54304. Allow 3 to 4 weeks. We
, -can't wait to hear your reactions!
‘green leaves; straight thorns and black -~ - L : :
. December: WALKS through your

property can yield surprising insight on
where to place a path, locate compost,

3 — 3% " FLATHEAD WOOD SCREWS
EACH END (812 or 114}

338" x 3N
CARRIAGE BOLTS

"1 2x8233"
*1 2x10x30”

Urethane varnish

Malerigh for one banch: -

*1 2x8x 10" {use abouw! 108")
8 3/8"x3-1/12" carrlage boita with washer and nul
12 I6"x3- 142" 112 or 14 isthead wood screws

* imagine a butterfly patch, downspout
- - garden, or berrybushes for birds. Dur-
_ing this busy month, a walk is re-ener-

- gizing and might replace caffeine.

GIFTS can also include bird houses and
feeders. . .or try building the Aldo
Leopold Bench pictured below. Here
are some variations:

Wes Weinhold attached the 2" x 6"
backrest withouttrimming offthe 2 1/8"

X6 3/4" wedge and finds the angle more

comfortable. He also says that structur-
ally the bench can be made up to 6 feet
wide as long as 2" thick wood is used.

Kristin Sumhxefﬁeid‘s “three-year-old
benches of unfinished cedar have weath-
ered to a nice dark color.

Schlitz -Audubon Center has several - -
examples to try. Please let us know if
you have made other changes, such as
second back slat or a seat wider than
10". Where did you locate your bench?

NEXT issue: Deer and rabbit strate-
gies, ditches and edges of yards.

J = I FLATHREAD WOOQ0D
SCREWS (#12 or #14)




"The Hunter and the Philosopher"

Once upon a time there was a hunter who spent his days
tracking the wide prairies withhis gunand dog. Oftenasmall
boy would beg to trot along. One day when they wandered
far out on the land they spied a small rise pocked with gopher

holes. Quietly,- they watched as a small, striped gopher -
nervously darted from its den to the cover of the matted grass.
- Soon it reappeared w1th fattened, bulgmg cheeks and van-

“ished deep into 1ts hole o
. "Smart little critters, those - gophers,

near a patch of grain and close by a creek. They stay away
from willows or alder clumps where owls or hawks nest and
rocks where snakeshide. They put theirhomesinasheltered,
southwest slope of a knoll where the sun keeps their dens

warm and cozy. In winter, blizzards that pound the northand

west leave light drifts of powdery snow on their town. When
they dig their dens they slant the runways steeply down and
then back up to a dry ledge. That's where they lie - close to
the sod and roots, out of the wind, warmed by the sun, near
food and water, and safe-from enemies."

"Is our town built on a southwest slope‘?" the boy asked
thoughtfu]ly S S

. ‘the hunter mused.” -
-~ "They have everything figured out. They build their villages

"No," said the hunter, "our town slopes down to the north, in

the teeth of bitter winter winds which are as cold as a frosty
gun barrel." His mouth turned down in a frown. "When we
build a mill, we put it where the summer breezes catch its-
smoke and blow 1t across our roofs and into our open win-
dows!" ' : :

"At least our town is near the river " the boy suggested.

"Yes," replied the hunter, "but we build our homes onthe low,

flat land-inside the river bend. Each spring when snow melts-
and the river swells; water floods every cellar in our town."

"Gophers would plan better than that," the boy decided.

"Yes," exclaimed the hunter, "a gopher would be smarter.".

~ "When gophers plan their homes and towns," the boy philoso-

phized, "they seem to do better than people."

"Yes," the hunter pondered, "and so do most animals I know.
Sometimes, I wonder why."

- Author unknown

FOR CHILDEE/V

) 'Watch for fun, facts, folklore, and activities in the next issue. Wnter ]udee -

Hansen, Designer Cathy Pawlowski and lllustrator Edie Emmenegger are all
set with a special pages for children. Please join us for this new feature.
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Members travel to see three native yards and gather prairie seeds

For our September meeting, we visited

three yards on-the southwest side of -
' Milwaukee County. “The first was the. -
home of Delene Hanson and Tom Ue- -
“bertoth-in-Hales Corners. Delene and -
Tom have been working: on the:r native
They

landscape for about six years.
“have eliminated a part of the lawn each
- yearby fencmg offan area and covering

it witha thick layer of leaves in the fall. -
Parts of the yard where there were exist-_. .
ing large trees are gradually being con-

verted back to woodland. They have
added diversity to the tree species by
- planting a blue ash,~hackberry, Ken-

tucky coffeetree, shagbarkhlckory,and :

swamp wlnte oak

A thicket of wild grape and brambles is
right outside their den window and pro-

vides excellent bird. watching during -

mlgrauon with many warblers search-

ing for insects among the leaves. The
sunny part of the front yard containsa -

prairie that has been planted at various
- times within the last two years. Many
plants, such as asters and goldenrods,

' thmgs go wild."

The n%xt stop was’
_home of former Wild Ones

,,,,,,

using seed from Wehr Namm Center.

-mowed lawns!

- most ofth

at the c
President
 Luanne Thompson. Luanne got started - \
" about ten years ago with native plant-
-ings in her back yard. -After equipment -
workmg m the areg. rumed part of her .

Our last stop was at Mariette and

- Dave Nowak's, also in -Greendale.
- Since the first 15 feet of the property -

belongs to the Village, Mariette and

Dave left that in mowed grass and.

usedrocks between the lawn and their

prairie. The effect is one of planning
and "neatness” which is a useful idea
~ for those who think neighbors might
; -Along -with that, Mariette
noted that at first she felt they should -
’ keep the prairie:from being too tall,

object..

but now she feels the silphiums and

other tall plants provide a nice accent

to the imdscape

Moving around the house, we came

upon ashady area wheré lots of beau-

tiful white snake-root was in bloom.

‘Do you know?

Good landscaping design can save

- energy and make your home more. .
) comfoﬁable Here are afew tips:
- have come in ontheir own justby lettmg‘ o

You can save 10 50% of your sum-

e her energy costs by. planting a de- -
ciduous tree on the south side of your
home. Even vinesplanted onthatside

wﬂl hévea c@oling' effect

Prevallmg summer winds are from ‘
the southwest - don't obstruct breezes
* - from that direction w1th landscaping.
_The result is a lovely prairié in a sea of ;Evergreens on the nOﬁhW&St side act
A walk-through the
 prairie makes one realize the number of
species thatare actually there, and the .
diversity that one can achieve without -
needing acres of land. Luanne leaves -~ -
‘plants over the winter so -

““as a blanket. agamst winter mnds
‘Iean Palm '

* birds can eat seeds; and.cuts everything . - 2

back the following spring. A shady
- front-door area has woodland species.

__gity -in our yards at no cost! -

A mini-field of wild sunflowers lines the

" back yard and provides bright color in -

late summer.

The Nowaks have used their sump pump

~ drain asan area for wetland plants such as

marsh mangold and Joe~Pye weed

Gathering; prame plantseeds and dtggmg :

asters was-our delight in October. After

‘hearing about how to treat our seeds, we
“formed several small groupsand wentout

into the fields to- gather our treasures.-
This isa wonderful way toincrease diver-
Delene
Hansen and Kristin Summerfield
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Membership: Jean Palm- - - 4141334-3956

' 4|4/354-aa|a

Hospitalty: Barb Glassel
 Disphy: Lese Grove 41473513239
Dig Watch: lrena Macek - - 414/242-.7769

* Community Relations: Jan Koel 414/251-7175

Newsletter Editor: Carol Chew 414/351-0644

- Green Bay Chapter Contact:

414/499.5544 -
Northern lilinois Chapter Contact:
Pat Armstrong _ . V 7081933-8404 :
" Wehr Chapter Contact: . -
Pat Brust 414/529-4101-

 WildOnes - Natural Landscapers, Ltd.
is a non-profit organization with a

mission to educate and share informa-
tion with members and community at
the "plants-roots™ level and to pro-
mote bio-diversity and environmen-
tally sound practices. We are a diverse
membershipinterestedin natural land-
scaping using native species in devel-
oping plant commaunities.

The Outside Story is published bi-
monthly by Wild Ones - Natural Land-
scapers, Ltd. Material for newsletters
should be submitted by the first of the
" month preceeding the next publication
‘date to: Carol Chew, 8920 North Lake
Drive, Bayside, WI53217. Send change
of address to: Jean Palm, 625 Orchard
Street, West Bend, WI1530935. Advertis-
ing rates and back-issues at $1 each are
available from: Deb Harwell, 8712
Spruce Road Rlver Hills, WI53217.

- Wild Ones NamraiLandscapers,Lta{
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" compact soil - Walkmg in the same paxh does This was tumed around and itmakes ~ §| el

an important difference. “Hummingbirds are attracted to foxglove penstemon not

7 foxglove - another difference.- Lastly, the effigy mound is a dragonyly mound: -

Aiso, 111 add-another book to your butterﬂy resource list: Butterﬂzes Easi of the
Great Plains by Opler and anek .worth tracking down.

'In currentWaukeshaEnvxronmentalAcnonLeague newsletteraportionof myletter - i

in response to Richard Barloga'sis printed. I have 17 years research on one plotof - |
crown vetch and I'm still finding plants gennmatmg from dormant seed (56 this "R

 year) 16 years after eliminating all mature plants. I'm suggesting that people who

have "know-how" urge appropriate state authorities to place a femporary ban on the
sale of the plant/seed until such time as we figure out how to get rid of it. I also
suggest thatat least one good possibility for safe elimination of crown vetch onsmall
sites is a steam sterilizer as was used in past years by tobacco growers. It sterilizes -
soil to 2" to 3" - but would have to be tested: Anyone in Wild Ones interested? - -

Bob Ahrenhoerster Editor's note: Thanks, Bob, for additional information and
corrections. My spell-checker and I'take complete responsibility for any errors that

* creptinto Kristin's excellent article. The WEAL newsletteris available from: Ellen

Gennrich, editor, 2065 Donmar Lane, Brookfield, WI 53005.

Dear Editor: Kevin Milaeger recommended your newsletter for information on
meadow management. Could you please send a sample? The Morris Arboretum
has about 20 acres of meadow patches. Iam working on restoring some small areas
near our entrance drive to make them more showy. We have problems with
bittersweet, crabapples, and other woodies invading. - Monica Schultz, Morris
Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania, The official arboretum of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

1993 Wild Ones Membership Dues

Name

Address

- Amount $15 {includes meetings, plant digs, seed-gathering, six newsletters)
Make checks payable to: Wild Ones. Please pay by January |, 1993.
Mail to: Jean Palm, 625 Orchard Stréet, West Bend, W1 53095
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" Note: North Milwaukee Chapzermeees[

' 1{1-EastBrownDeer Rd.-Milwaukee, - - -

- ;Callegﬁe Ave Franidm, WI 53!32

November 12 at7 p.m. Building SRC,
d Street, Glen Ellyn, IL.

. Call kagt.yaﬁtoheip (708/887-0541)

"-Note=T}

 Green Bay Chapter. ,Wedn@sday,' o
‘ i S - Noveémber 11 at7.p.m. Visitor Center,
Samrday,]anuarﬂ DebHamell teIlsV " Heritage Hill State Park. Seed ex-
at i Scheaf project. - * change. - Call Sue Barry for detaxls

' (414/494‘781 - :

at9:30am. arSchliz Audibon Center, o Yu

:'"'M 33217 P?‘Ogram repeafs a? 1 30 s
‘ehr Nature Center, 9701 West o

Saturday, February 14 Natural Land-
- scaping Seminar at University of Wis-

consin - Milwatukee. Mark your calen- -

dar for this informative all-day event.

Northern Ilhiwrlrsicrhapter' ’Ihursday, -
, College of Du Page, S
liday pany/seed ‘gxchange- - -

ereli m nomeeting in December.

| RANBYPome

PROPR!ETOB ';_:V I

~"P.0y; Box 644- -

V Mcnomonee I‘alls Wi S3052~0644 a

414/491-0685

Drawings in this issue by Lucy Schumann

- newsletter for natural landscapers -
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